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CHAPTER 1: 
IN THE BEGINNING
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As this book is about my interest in public transport vehicles, I will keep my family history, etc, to a minimum. 

I was born in January 1952. I was the first of three children, my sister Miriam, came along in November, the next year. It was 1961, before my brother Chris, was born. We lived in the outer eastern suburbs of Melbourne. 

When I was, perhaps four years of age, I recall asking my father what the "frame" on the roof of the suburban train, that we were about to travel on, was. A "pantograph", was his answer. He followed up with a brief description of the function of a pantograph, which was enough to satisfy me. Dad wasn’t a rail enthusiast by any stretch of the imagination. Indeed, he was, and remains, a "motor car", man. Therefore, he had drawn on his extensive "general knowledge" to answer my rail related question. Another of my earliest transport memories was the sight of a double deck bus in Swanson St, Melbourne. I also recall peeping through the venetian blinds in the lounge room at a family friend’s house, whenever suburban trains ran by, in Ringwood, a Melbourne suburb. 

These brief encounters with trains and buses, along with a tram trip, once in a while, didn’t really start me towards taking a serious interest in public transport vehicles. My interest in railways began when I joined the Victorian Railways in 1967. Starting work on the VR was good fortune, as the decision to enter the large bluestone administration building in Spencer St Melbourne, was very much a "spur of the moment" thing. At the tender age of 14 years and ten months, I had just had a job interview with the Post Office, for a position as a telegram delivery boy. I was told that one must be 15 years old, before even filling out an application form for employment at the post office! My mother and I were walking along Spencer St, when she glanced across the street, at the VR building. She said, why don’t you ask the railway’s if they will employ you? 

Within an hour or of asking about work, I had concluded a medical examination, maths and English test, and was asked to sign a series of documents, and told to report to Jolimont Railway Workshops on a certain date, in February 1967. The interview had taken place in December 1966. 

As would be expected, I was excited at the prospect of earning a wage, and the job meant that I would have a taste of life in the "real world", as a railway man! I say railwayman as I soon matured from a "wet behind the ears" boy, into a young man, simply by working with, men! I was treated in an equal manner, by fellow workmates, many of whom were thirty or forty years older than me. 

My job description was "lad trainee", which by today’s standards is a quaint title! A tradesman’s assistant, would be the best way to describe the work that I was doing. 

During the 1960’s, the railway’s trained a large number of apprentices in an extensive range of trades. Some of the trades that people spent years leaning are no longer required these day’s. Indeed, with the extent of "contracting out" done by all railway systems in Australia, apprenticeships are few and far between in the railways. As for job’s such as a "lad trainee", such positions no longer exist! In what I would call the "good old day’s", from 1967 to the late 1970’s, rail systems throughout Australia were greatly overstaffed. But, the fact that the railway’s created positions such as a "lad trainee", meant that I, with my limited skills, could at least get a job! Further, I enjoyed the work a great deal. 

I will discuss the changes carried out on the transport scene in another chapter. Suffice to say, at the time that I worked for the New South Wales Government Railway’s, at the Sydney Parcels office, close to 400 people were employed at that depot. Today, the place is rotting under tonnes of dust, without a single employee to be found on the site! 

Shortly after starting work, I was "introduced" to the railway hobby by Alec Barrett, who repaired seat covers on suburban train sets. Alec loaned me entire volumes of "Railway Transportation" magazine. He also told me that I was entitled to travel throughout Victoria for quarter the regular rail fare, whenever I was off duty. I was quite amazed at the low cost of travel, and even more amazed at the many rail trips that were available to me. Through Alec, I was granted "cab" rides on diesel and electric loco’s. These trips were almost always from the Jolimont yard to Flinders Street Railway Station. 

I became well and truly "hooked" on railways! 

As I was still quite young, my parents were only prepared to permit me to do day trips for about my first 12 months on the VR. Once I was able to demonstrate that I could indeed be trusted to travel on longer journey’s than simple day trips, I began to study the train timetable, to find longer excursions. At that stage I still didn’t have the funds to spend a night in a hotel. But, hey, wait a minute, what was to stop me from taking an overnight train to far off places, such as Mildura, stay the day, and return overnight to Melbourne? Well, nothing really! 

So, Melbourne to Mildura, with my sister Miriam, was to be my first overnight train trip. With very little money to spare and a long day to fill in, we did a lot of walking around the town. Lunch under some huge gum trees and an afternoon "snooze" in the shade seemed to be an ideal option to while away a few hours. Oh yeah? We both fell asleep, only to awake, some time later, badly sunburnt! Needless to say, we had an uncomfortable and sleepless night on our way home! 

Despite the pain of my first long rail journey, I was eager to travel to Sydney, Adelaide, and beyond, if possible. Both the Sydney and Adelaide trips could be done by using my, "overnight train in both directions, and one day in the city" approach. A concept that best suited my financial situation, in those days. 

Looking back, I regret that I didn’t have the cash to travel extensively, during the day that I had in either Sydney or Adelaide. However, at least I did get to see some interesting trains in those cities. My typical routine was to bring some food along, plus a roll of film for my inexpensive camera. Which, at that time, was a Kodak instamatic. I still treasure my first railway photo, which was of a VR "E" class electric locomotive in Jolimont yard. I also managed to capture on film, the tank engines that shunted the Newport railway workshops. Some of my early photographic efforts were not all that good, but at least I have a record of loco’s and passenger cars that are scraped or in museums, now. 

In mid-1969 I set out for my first trip to Brisbane. Once again, I had "slim pickings", when it came to money. Thus, I travelled from Melbourne to Sydney in an economy class seat, on the "Spirit of Progress". I enjoyed the almost mandatory ferry trip from Circular Quay to Manly. Plus a trip in a wooden bodied "Bradfield" suburban car. Steam was still to be seen. I was delighted to watch "30" class tank loco’s shunting end platform suburban cars around Sydney yard. I travelled on the Brisbane Express, via Wallangarra. I was so impressed by what I had seen in Sydney, that I was determined to move there to live! 

I had enjoyed a wonderful four years on the Victorian Railways, but it was time to move on! I had worked with many good people. Unforgettable characters, including an elderly "Cockney" gentleman, Albert Laurence. I worked with "Alby" for 18 months. Our job was changing the advertising signs in suburban train cars. Without doubt, that job was the most enjoyable 18 months of my working life! There was never a word said in anger, between Albert and I. He treated me as if I was his own son. Years after I left the railways in Victoria, I heard that Albert had retuned to his beloved London, to die. Which he did, peacefully, in his sleep. May God bless him! 

Family and friends were stunned to learn of my plans to move north. However, it would be 1971 before I resigned from the VR, and booked a seat on the "Spirit of Progress" to Sydney. The "Spirit", had began life in 1936 as a broad gauge train, hauled by the world famous streamlined "S" class steam loco’s, from Melbourne to Albury. The train had a 48-seat dining car and a round end lounge-observation car. The train ran non-stop from Melbourne to Albury, where it made an "across the platform" connection with the "Sydney Express". When the standard gauge line was extended from Albury to Melbourne in 1962, the "Spirit" became an overnight Sydney-Melbourne service. The train was downgraded, due to having the dining car replaced by a counter buffet car. The round end "obs" was also taken off. So, among rail fans, the train was nick- named the "Slops". The "Southern Aurora" was introduced at the same time as the standard gauge was opened. The "Aurora" was my all time favourite train! With ten sleeping cars, a 48 seat dining car, a lounge car, and a power car, the "Southern Aurora" was a world class train.
CHAPTER 2: 
LIVING IN SYDNEY
In December 1970 I travelled from Melbourne to Sydney on holiday. Whilst there, I simply walked into the NSWGR head office, at 509 Pitt St Sydney, and applied for a job! I was asked, when do you want to start? I looked at a calendar and picked a date in March 1971. No worries, was the reply. Just report to Sydney Parcels, across the street from here, at 9:00am on that day. Ask for Mr Tom Dickinson. 

I returned to work in the advertising branch, on the VR, after my holiday in Sydney, and handed in my resignation, much to the shock of all concerned! 

The move to Sydney was the start of a great adventure, for me. Upon reflection, there was nothing to it, really! After arrival at Sydney Terminal station, I looked up a boarding house in the phone book. Yes, the place at 68 Charlotte St Ashfield, was within walking distance of the railway station, and yes, they provided two meals a day, for the 13 dollars a week rent. However, listening to two other people snoring through the night, wasn’t a lot of fun! 

I met Mike Soccio, who worked in the insured parcels office. We discussed my lodging situation, and he expressed alarm at the rent that I was paying. As it turned out, Mike was the "landlord" of a boarding house in Summer Hill. He said, you could have a room at my boarding house for $7.00 a week. Wow, seven bucks a week for a room to myself! I soon moved in. Due to a shared sense of humour, Mike and I developed a firm friendship. We have remained mates, ever since. Some years later, I purchased a house from Mike, in Leichhardt. 

I began to travel throughout NSW, by train. In those days, there was a vast choice of trains and places to visit. As I have said many times, when the population of NSW is taken into account, the extent of the rail system was large, even by world standards. That can be said today, when discussing the Sydney suburban railway system. But, during the 1970’s, one could travel on air-conditioned "Daylight" express trains from Sydney to a wide range of country towns. The destinations of those trains included, Grafton, Cooma, Albury, Griffith, Cowra, Dubbo, Moree and Tenterfield. Overnight "Mail" trains operated to the above towns, plus various branch line connections were made, along each main line. In some cases, "Through" cars were provided on the mail trains. A good example would be the "South Mail", which operated from Sydney to Albury. A through car was detached from the train, at Harden, for the line to Young. 

The South Mail also dropped cars at Cootamundra for Tumut. There were also through cars for the Junee-Griffith line. I should point out that the "through car" system often only operated on certain day’s of the week. On other day’s, a rail motor or "mixed" freight/passenger train connected to and from the "mail" at junction stations. There were periods when certain branch lines had through cars, whilst at other times, the railway’s decided that a connecting service was a less costly option than running a quite long train, all the way from Sydney to junction stations, like Cootamundra. Then, for example, having one or two cars run from Cootamundra to Tumut. As patronage began to fall, the "mail" trains were made up of the minimum possible rolling stock. Indeed, the travelling post office car and parcel vans were withdrawn, in later years. That action caused the financial losses incurred in running mail trains, to sore out of control! I will comment on the removal of passenger train services, in another chapter. 

Junee, like Werris Creek, is a town that was "created" by the railways. Junee has a motel style building, known as a barracks. Railway staff, including train drivers, and guards, spend their "book off" time in Barracks. Or, more to the point, staff spent at least some time there. Air Conditioned facilities such as bedrooms, dining room, etc, are provided. There was also a nice refreshment room at the Junee railway station. Once trains 9 & 10, the "South Mail" were withdrawn, there was little need for a refreshment room at Junee station. Unknown to many train passengers, Junee also had a limited number of clean, inexpensive hotel style rooms, for rent. The main reason that accommodation was provided at the railway stations in Junee and Werris Ck, was for the convenience of travelling salesmen. It is difficult to envision this, these days, but during the early part of this century, it was common for salesmen to travel throughout NSW, by train. A large suitcase containing samples of the goods that could be ordered, was taken to country towns on the overnight mail trains. Very often, a good connection could be made between trains at the junction stations. Sometimes, though, a long wait would be required. At such times, the accommodation provided at the railway station, would be more suitable than a hotel. In particular, during inclement weather! 

When I first began working as a "baggage porter"{an assistant guard}, the standard of the facilities in the barracks in some locations was not good. In Werris Creek and Junee, the barracks were old wooden buildings. They were stinking hot in summer and freezing cold, in winter! When the modern brick building was built to replace the old Junee barracks, it soon became known as the Junee Hilton! 

Despite the improvements to accommodation standards that were carried out, many staff spent as little time as possible in the barracks. The pubs and club’s, were a "home away from home" for certain people. Often, the guard would drop his bag into a bedroom at the barracks, write his name on the blackboard, as was required, and then "bolt" for the RSL Club! I was looked upon as being "anti-social" for not going with the guard, to his favourite pub or club. 

Instead, I made my way to the local cafe for some good old-fashioned country style cooking. It could be said that I was something of a "loner", in a social sense. However, I got along well with almost all of the guards that I worked with, as well as fellow baggage porters. The only exception was Ray Atkinson. Ray "taught me the road", which meant that it was he who took me on my first trip as a baggage porter. At that time, we struck up a good friendship. Two years later, we had a major argument, which resulted in us becoming enemies, so to speak! The problem was caused by my " off the cuff" remark, that I found another baggage porter no problem to work with. Ray was violently against Rushdie Dewar, for reasons that are unknown to me, even to this day! The other baggage porters were a good bunch of blokes. The four years that I spent as a baggage porter, remains a highlight of my railway career. 

A description of the duties of a baggage porter and a "hypothetical" trip that a baggage porter might do is in order, here. 

The role that is played by a baggage porter can best be described as an assistant to the guard on an overnight mail train. The guard’s responsibilities, as most readers will know, include the "safe working" of the train. Historically, the guard, and not the train driver, is "in charge" of a train. On the NSWGR, this went as far as a guard telling the driver, what time the train had reached Sydney, for example! I alway’s found that situation odd. On mail trains, the guard would shine a green light in response to a similar signal, from a signalman, as the train travelled past a signal box. He would also give the "right of way" at stations. The baggage porter might have been permitted to carry out such duties, if the guard considered that he was a reliable sort of fellow. While the guard took care of his "safeworking" duties, the baggage porter would sort waybills, etc. At busy stations, the baggage porter would help load and unload parcels, mail, and luggage. For the few minutes that the train remained in towns such as Yass Junction, Harden, or Cootamundra, things were often very hectic! Time was of the essence, so we all had to work quickly to unload ton’s of parcels, etc, to be transferred to connecting trains. 

The railway post office car was also a busy place. Huge amounts of mail were moved by rail, during the 1970’s and into the 1980’s. Mail is now transported by truck and by air. 

Thinking of "airmail", the railways carried thousands of blue "airmail" bag’s, on overnight trains! In recent years, media reports revealed that large amounts of cargo that people had paid to have sent by air, in fact, travelled by road! The more things change, the more they stay the same! 

A train driver, guard, or other members of the train crew, were in effect, "married" to their job’s! One certainly spent more time either working or travelling to or from our job, than the time we had off duty. In my case, I worked a 12-day fortnight. So, what would I do during that time at work? In another chapter I will provide the actual timetables for some of my rostered services, but here is a brief outline of a "typical " trip. 

Sunday evening: I lived alone, in Leichhardt, an inner western suburb of Sydney. Being a hopeless cook, I would often travel by bus, into town, for dinner before starting work. The bus would drop me at Railway Square, Broadway. Which is across George St, from Sydney Parcels. I would head directly for the insured parcels office to see my mate, Mike Soccio. 

Mike and I would engage in discussion on subjects ranging from the well being of our families, to politics, rumours and goings on at work, right through to the meaning of life! Lighthearted banter was a part of our relationship. Funny comedy "routines" would develop, some of which would have been more at home on Vaudeville or in an episode of the "Goon" show! Although it is hard to translate such routines, they might run like this: 

Well, Mike, what is going on here? I don’t know, John, what is going on here? Well, Mickey, you have been here all afternoon, shouldn’t you know what is going on here? No no no, Jack, you have been out all afternoon, you should have heard what is going on, so that you can tell me. Then, we would both know what is going on around here! 

At some stage, I would leave Mike’s company and head for the "Food Lounge" for dinner. 

Later in the evening, I would enter the Guards Foreman’s office, which was located near the entrance of platform 15. The first thing that I would do, would be to check my "company" mail. The brown "Pigeon Hole" was where supervisors, workmates, and friends could leave a message for me. It was also where one may receive a "bung" for an alleged wrongdoing. Such memos required a written response. Often, that would be the end of the matter. But, sometimes, there would be a further note, stating that one is required to see the Guard’s Foreman. 

Having dealt with my "corro", I had my time sheet signed by the roster "jerk", sorry, clerk. I then picked up my bag, and walked towards my train. The "South Mail" would be placed at platform three. The loco would already be on the train, and passengers would be boarding. I would leave my overnight bag in the guard’s van that would be my "home" for the night, and I would see who the baggage porter was. I would start work, sorting out correspondence, parcels waybills, and so on. 

A blast of the loco’s horn, followed by a pall of heavy exhaust from the diesel, would herald the 10:30pm departure of the train. 

Stops would be made in Strathfield and Campbelltown to pick up passengers. Once the train had left the Suburban area, we would all settle into our regular work routine. Mail bags to be picked up in Picton and Moss Vale, followed by arrival in Goulburn. 

Monday morning: With daylight approaching, and the bulk of our work completed, a "snooze", whilst sitting in our seat, was in order! 

A hearty breakfast in the refreshment rooms in Junee, followed by sleep at the barracks, was my reward, after a long night’s work. 

Monday afternoon: Lunch in the cafe and a walk around town. I would spend some time at the RSL club, catching up with the guard. That is, if we were good "mates", which was often the case. If not, I wouldn’t bother going to the club. The fact that I didn’t drink and that I am adverse to tobacco smoke, meant that my visit to the club, would often be brief. To be honest, the visit to the club, was really a demonstration to the guard, that I wasn’t a total snob! And, yes, I could enjoy a glass of lemon squash, and "feed" the pokies. 

Monday night: The "Mail" would leave Junee a roar like thunder! Our short consist would soon move to the speed limit. The Alco or EMD diesel up front, would be in "run eight", as we headed for Cootamundra and Sydney. We would pick up another baggage porter in Coota, along with the van that had been dropped there, on the southbound trip. 

Tuesday morning: By 6:30am, we would arrive in Sydney. After signing off, I would catch a bus, home. After breakfast, the blinds would be closed in my bedroom, and I would fall into a deep sleep. 

Tuesday afternoon: Awake at the "crack of noon", as the joke goes. Time would be spent with visiting friends or doing something of interest to me. In the early evening, it would be time to travel to my second "home", Central Station, Sydney. Where to, tonight? Perhaps to Werris Creek and home, "pass" on the Northern Tablelands Express? Or, perhaps, to Portland on the "Mudgee Mail". 

I also did some "relief" work as a sleeping car conductor. Or, sometimes, a sitting car attendant. Another aspect of my job, was to give the "right of way" on interurban trains, on the Blue Mountains line. Sometimes that duty was enjoyable. In winter, though, staying at the barracks in Mt Victoria, could be hell on earth! Darkness, muddy ground, freezing wind, and snow were "features" of life at Mount Victoria! 

As a rail fan, being paid to travel by train, was nice! As were the many free train trips, taken on annual leave. The "free" or greatly discounted rail trips are something that I miss, these days. It is fair to say, the high cost of regular train fares, are the reason that I haven’t travelled much by train, since I left the railways in 1988. 

CHAPTER 3: 
TRAVELLING AROUND VICTORIA 
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Map of Victoria (Click to Enlarge)
One could describe the Australian railway system as unique. Very few countries have three "principle" rail gauges, plus a significant amount of rail track of other gauges. I intend to list the metric conversion table for track gauge size, etc, in this book. However, as I am from the "Old School" when it comes to the use of imperial measurement, I plan to use such measurements, in the main text. Apart from he fact that the "old" way of describing size, speed, etc, is welded into my brain, these measurements were in use during the 1960’s and 1970’s, which is the period that I refer to most often, in this book. 

If I had to admit having one regret, it would be that I didn’t keep a diary! However, I will use a VR timetable book for one "base" year, for the purpose of describing timetable details of my many train trips. A similar system will be used in other chapters, when discussing rail travel in various states. 

As a birthday present, one year, my father bought me a ticket for a train excursion. The trip ran from Melbourne to Orbost, in eastern Victoria. 

As the trip was to be a very long day, a "T" class diesel, was used. A family friend, Bob Sproul, and his son, Graeme, were also on the train. Some of the carriages were airconditioned, whilst other cars were non-airconditioned. The dining car, "Murray" and the lounge observation car, "Yarra" were attached to the train. One of the highlights of the trip were the many wooden trestle bridges along the line. In particular, the Bairnsdale to Orbost section. Photo stops were made at scenic locations. Two ladies, both over 80, were on the tour. They were seen to have a wonderful time. Arrival home in Dandenong, was close to midnight. Dad seemed pleased that I was very happy with his special gift. 

I began to travel on as many rail trips as time and money permitted. The list of places that I travelled to, is a long one! With that in mind, I plan to publish a map of Victoria, indicating each of the lines that I travelled on. However, there were rail trips that were special for one reason or another, so I will mention them here. 

Melbourne to Albury. The double track main line from Melbourne to Seymour, with the parallel standard gauge line, is special, for many railway enthusiasts. Traffic density, and the variety of loco classes, help explain the interest found by many people, in the line. The Sydney-Melbourne express trains, plus high capacity freight trains, ply the route. The line has some interesting railway station architecture. To my mind, Benalla and Albury railway stations stand out, for their interesting architecture. I had many trips on the route. In 1974, for example, I travelled from Sydney to Melbourne, ten times! 

Melbourne-Mildura. As my first overnight train trip was on the "Vinelander" from Melbourne to Mildura. As my parents lived in St Arnaud for about ten years, the Mildura line is somewhat special for me. The north and southbound "Vinelander" services were tabled to "cross" in St Arnaud. Due to the fact that these trains reached St Arnaud at about 2:00am, it wasn’t viable to travel by sleeping car, to Melbourne. But, I always enjoyed watching the former "Overland" sleeping cars roll past me, on the St Arnaud station platform. At one stage, the "Vinelander" had a buffet lounge car, giving the train a bit of "class", and making it look like an American style train of the 1950’s. 

Melbourne-Daylesford. The forest and dairy countryside along the Woodend-Daylesford branch line, remains a pleasant memory for me. Articulated rail cars, built by the Walker Company of England, were used on the line. Those 280HP rail cars, rode quite well. A feature, as far as rail fans were concerned, was the front seat view. A pair of seats were situated a couple of feet away from the drivers cabin. 

My mother came with me on one of my trips to Daylesford. I urged her to return to the station early to ensure the front seats. Shock, horror, it wasn’t to be! A woman and her young son, were already "ensconced" in the front seats, long before departure time! That’s life. As a comedian once said. . . you know what I really hate? I hate it when you arrive at a railway station an hour before train time, and somebody, who, is NOT a rail fan, has already got the best seat! 

Another enjoyable rail motor run was the Melbourne to Mansfield, "Sunday Excursion" service. A DERM { diesel-electric rail motor } was often rostered for that run. My sister Mim and her boyfriend at the time, Dale Gauwitz, and my brother Chris, went along on one of my trips to Mansfield. The "Sunday Excursion" trains were sold at cheap fares. Most consisted of non-airconditioned rolling stock. The trains operated to various places, including Swan Hill, Bendigo, and Queenscliff. The Melbourne-Geelong-Queenscliff train was ten cars long, the day that I rode it. An eight-car train ran from Ballarat to Queenscliff. Which, goes to show how popular the "seaside" excursions were, back in the 1970’s. The Queenscliff line was converted into a 3’6" gauge tourist railway. The line is still popular with day trippers, in the 1990’s. 

I must have been a good "salesman" for train travel, as I was able to entice my sister to bring her two young sons on a trip with me from Melbourne to Maffra, in Gippsland. Mum joined us, but I could never get Dad to leave his car in the garage, and take the train! 
One day, I was sitting in a train at Flinders Street Station, Melbourne, when my workmate Barney, came into my compartment. He said, where are you going, this time? My response was short and sharp, Mirboo North! Oh no you won’t, they stopped running trains there, last week! It took me some time to regain my composure, before yelling after Barney. . . well, then, I will go to Maffra! He just walked down number one platform, shaking his head in disbelief. 

If at first you don’t succeed, try again! 

Years later, I travelled to Morwell by train, secure in the knowledge that I would be able to catch a bus to Mirboo Nth, in plenty of time to ride the scheduled freight train, to Morwell. The bus connection went to timetable. The road from Morwell to Mirboo North was close to the railway line, most of the way. The bus pulled up at the Mirboo Nth store, across an unfenced paddock, from the railway station. Great stuff, I thought. The train was sitting in the yard. Grab some tucker, and away we go, I thought. 

Sorry, but things didn’t go to script! While I was in the shop, the train rolled out of town. Panic time! I rushed out onto the street, and within minutes, a car pulled up. The driver could feel my distress, and we were soon speeding up the Morwell Rd. The car rushed into the station area at Yinnar, about one minute before the train arrived. Phew, that was close! I held out my hand, as if hailing a taxi, and sure enough, the train stopped. With a "Y" class loco up front and a "ZL" class guards van on the rear, the short ballast train, was a suitable conveyance, as far as I was concerned. The only problem was, by regulation, ballast trains are not to carry passengers! So long as you don’t tell anyone, said the guard, you can travel into Morwell. 

As thirty years have elapsed since the guard’s request to remain silent, I feel sure that the story can, at last, be told! The "thirty year rule", should also apply to other events that took place, that were against regulations. Such as the fact that staff, including myself, travelled in sleeping berths on "Mail" trains, when we should have been riding in the brake van! At this stage of the game, who is going to do anything about such transgressions, so long after they occurred? In any event, the illegal use of a "spare" sleeping berth, took place with the permission of the guard and conductor. Also, the workload on the forward trip was almost always greater than the return trip to Sydney, so no real harm was done, by travelling in comfort! 

I have some good memories of my many journeys in Victoria. Sad to say, most of the branch lines that I travelled on, are now closed, or they are freight only. I was glad to have the opportunity to ride the railway lines that were still around, during my time on the railways. 

Hitching a ride. I decided to do another trip to Mildura. Now, Mildura is a nice town, if you have the money to take sightseeing tours, or travel on a paddle wheeler. After I had been walking around for a while, I had a "brilliant" idea. Why not hitch a ride to the terminus of another railway line, and return to Melbourne, that way? I would have been away from home for two nights, anyway, so what would be the difference? 

I walked over the bridge leading into NSW. Before too long, a car pulled up. I got in the back seat, behind the driver and his wife. A brief discussion took place, inquiring of my intended destination. I said, Balranald would be fine. After a while, it dawned on me that there would be no train from Balranald to Echuca and Melbourne, the next morning! My mind went into a "spin", what could I do, now that I am half way to Balranald? Answer, continue on, and head for Deniliquin! With some embarrassment I changed my destination. The driver pointed out that they were travelling to Sydney, so I would need to be dropped off, in Hay South. I don’t know if any readers have been to Hay South, but a metropolis, it ain’t! I wasn’t there to "sightsee", I simply wanted a lift to Denny. 

It was getting dark. Very dark! I began to curse my own stupidity. I had heard about people being buried on lonely outback roads. Would that be my fate? After what seemed like hours, a car stopped. I sat beside the driver, and he sped away. He seemed agitated and his left arm was resting on a file of pillows. It was covered in blood soaked bandages. The normal human reaction would be to ask if the person was in any pain, and you know, at least pretend sympathy. I decided to ignore what I had seen. The high-speed travel continued right into Deniliquin. The man even drove around town, until he found the railway station, and left me there. Phew, that was a close call! 

I used my carriage key, to let myself into the rail motor, for the remainder of the night. At dawn, I made my way into town, seeking out food. Thank God for the 24-hour roadhouse! I returned to the station in plenty of time for the 8:30am departure of the DERM, to Bendigo. The country was flat, but green with fresh wheat shoots. A connection was made in Bendigo, for a train to Melbourne. 

The "Great Northern Limited" was a mixture of aircon and non-airconditioned cars. It had a buffet car and ran non-stop from Bendigo to Melbourne. Stretches of 80mph running were common, as the track had been laid to a high standard. For the benefit of any overseas readers, I should point out most main line railways built in Australia last century, were constructed as cheaply as possible. Therefore, if trains could travel at 50 or 60mph, it was considered good. 

I arrived home, tired but happy. I had another branch line "under my belt", so to speak! I was too ashamed to tell my parents the "adventure" that I had been on. As far as they knew, I had done the Mildura trip the "conventional" way. That is, using the "Vinelander" in both directions. It was many years before I told of my hitchhike to Hell. Graeme was a few years younger than I. He is the youngest son of Bob Sproul, a family friend. Bob is a rail fan, as is Graeme. This was the case, long before I became interested in railways. However, when I got "into" railways, I had two ready-made, mates! I travelled a various rail fan trips with Bob and Graeme. I recall those days with a great deal of pleasure. 

One excursion was to Bolangum. The junction for that line was at Lubeck, which is a small town, between Stawell and Horsham, in Western Victoria. I discussed the type of loco that was on the train with one of the passengers, and I will never forget his reply. I couldn’t care if a team of elephants is hauling the train, so long as I get to travel on the line! That remark by Darren Room, serves to highlight the many aspects of the railway hobby. It is worthwhile listing just a few aspects of what is a fascinating hobby. People who hold an interest in railways often fall into a number of "sub groups" within the hobby. 

[1] The "pure" steam engine fan. No diesels need apply! 

[2] The passenger train enthusiast. Train travel is an end in itself. A poet once said, "there isn’t a train I wouldn’t take, no matter where it is going". Any motive power will do, Steam, diesel, electric, or a herd of elephants! 

[3] The model train enthusiast. Whether "HO", "N", "O", or "garden" railways, take your pick. 

[4] The diesel fan. 

[6] The ticket and timetable collector. 

[7] The narrow gauge railway enthusiast. Narrow gauge refers to any track that measures less than 4’ 8 ½", between the inside of the rails. On a worldwide basis, the most common narrow gauge lines are, Metre, which is 3’3’, 3’6", 3", 2’ 6", 2’, and 15 inch gauge. There are also a few "oddball" gauges such as 4’ gauge on a rapid transit line in Philadelphia, USA. A couple of steam powered tourist lines in Wales were built to 1’11 ½" gauge. The Americans took the idea of very narrow gauge from the Welsh, and "rounded" the gauge to two feet, exactly. Which, was common sense! 

[8] The electric traction enthusiast. Any electric public transport vehicles, such as suburban trains, trams, and trolley buses, are of interest. 

Returning to my story! Graeme and I travelled to Maffra, in Gippsland, by train. We were given some rare railway timetables and a "ticket checkers manual". I expect that he would still have that book. Unlike people who have other hobbies, rail fans don’t often part with their magazine or book collection. On the other hand, one would find magazines about cars, football, etc, in a book exchange, any day of the week! 

Over the Easter weekend in 1973, a "Steam Fest" was held in Melbourne. I set out from Sydney, on the "Indian Pacific" for Adelaide, on the Thursday. We were running on time and only a short distance from Broken Hill. I was sitting in the economy class lounge. Just as I was telling a woman how safe rail travel is, the train derailed! The only person, who received an injury, was that woman, believe it or not! She fell off balance, and hurt her knee! 

I assisted in the removal of luggage, from a sleeping car that was sitting at about a 45-degree angle. A fleet of old school buses took passengers into the Broken Hill RSL club, where we were served breakfast. As most of the passengers were heading for Perth, a train consisting of similar rolling stock would be provided at Port Augusta. Adelaide passengers would be required to use the school buses! Are there any passengers for any destinations other than Adelaide and Perth? I was the only person to raise a hand. Where are you headed? My response shocked the poor bloke! Melbourne! Aren’t you on the wrong train? 

I arrived in Melbourne 24 hours late. I looked out a left-hand side window of the "Overland", as 3801 steamed past. Meanwhile, an "R" class was hauling a train out of town, on the right hand side of the train! 

On Easter Monday, my brother Chris and I, were driven into Melbourne to catch a special train hauled by 3801, to Seymour. 

There are two kinds of people. Those who like to arrive at the railway station in plenty of time, and those people who calculate how long it should take to reach the station, and work from that. My father and my sister fall into the second group. We arrived outside of Spencer St station, three minutes before the train was due to leave! I dragged Chris up the ramp to the platform, as the station assistant was holding out a green flag, and blowing his whistle! We "fell" into the vestibule, as the train was leaving. A lady passenger couldn’t understand why so many passengers were carrying a camera. She asked somebody, is this train going to Seymour? Response, "yes", but not the regular service, this is a steam special. Although the lady had intended to use the "regular" train to Seymour, she settled back and enjoyed her trip behind 3801! 

Chris and I planned to meet in Bendigo, on one of my trips from Sydney, to Victoria. I began to worry when he failed to meet me in Bendigo. His train from Melbourne was delayed, as a rail motor ahead, had caught fire, and burnt out! When he explained to railway staff that he was expected to meet me and travel back to Melbourne, he was driven "at speed" to Castlemaine, where he boarded my train. What a great relief! 

A rail fan friend, Paul Jenkinson drove Chris and I along the abandoned rail line to Warburton, Northeast of Melbourne. We came across one of the remaining railway station buildings. Among the grime, old newspapers and other assorted junk, was a rubber "Station Identification" stamp. The artefact had somehow been missed by other rail enthusiasts, over the years. Once in a long while, a rail fan can have a lucky day! 
  
  


CHAPTER 4: 
TRAVELLING AROUND NSW
If train travel in Victoria was fun, there was a lot more fun to be had in NSW! I used every opportunity to "do" as many train lines as possible, whilst employed on the NSW railways. Like my chapter on Victoria, I will use a map to provide a complete picture of the extent of my train travel, in NSW. 

Where to start? 

Once again, I can hardly express my pleasure at the fact that Australian rail systems were "trapped in a time warp", when it came to passenger train services. I took advantage of the chance to "brag" to my American rail fan friends, about our wooden bodied sleeping cars, and 1920’s rail motors, whenever I could! Such "talk" led some of the fans that I met in the USA, paying a visit to our fair shores, to "sample" a few of the rail delights! 

How about this, for a weekend excursion? One could settle between the cool crisp sheets of a 1912 built "TAM" class sleeping car in Sydney, on the "South Mail" on a Friday night, and head south. The train would arrive in Cootamundra the next morning, where a selection of branch line trains would be waiting. A CPH class rail motor, would start out of Coota with a squawk of the horn, and head due west. Soon, the rail motor would reach Stockinbingal, the junction station for the line to Forbes. Distant low hills and expansive sheep and grain farms, prevail on this line. As was the case throughout rural Australia, small unattended stations and "rail motor stopping places", were located every few miles. Often, a farmer would be waiting on a dirt road, in the middle of nowhere, to pick up a sack of mail, from the train. In those remote locations, the train was really the lifeblood of many scattered communities. 

Anyhow, returning to my story! The rail motor would drop the passengers at the platform in Parkes, and travel to the fuel rack. Time was allowed for a snack, before the rail motor would resume the journey to Dubbo. A meal break could be taken in Dubbo, the "hub of the west". Dubbo is a growing city. And, although the "hub" title referred to the fact that the Sydney-Adelaide via Broken Hill, and Melbourne-Brisbane highway’s, travel through Dubbo, the city was something of a rail hub, for many years. The rail motor that terminated in Dubbo, after a long run from Cootamundra, connected with the "Western Mail" to Sydney. 

I wanted to do something different on my way to Sydney, though! On Saturday evenings a set of "Silver City Comet" cars were scheduled to run to Molong, on the Parkes-Orange line. That option was far more interesting than sitting around Dubbo, waiting for the "Mail" to Sydney. Once the train reached Molong, it ran empty to Orange! People wanting to travel to Orange and Sydney, waited for the Parkes section of the "Western Mail", in Molong. 

At last, the "mail" arrived in Molong. I boarded the MAL class sleeping car, for the overnight trip to Sydney. Early Sunday morning, the excursion would come to an end. A rail enthusiast couldn’t have designed the Sydney-Cootamundra-Dubbo-Molong-Sydney "round trip", any better! 

Booking clerks at Spencer St Station, Melbourne, were often "dumbstruck", when I presented my interstate rail pass, in order to reserve seats on a whole series of trains! For example, I once travelled from Melbourne to Moree NSW, via Tocumwal, Dubbo and Werris Creek! Is that possible, the booking clerk asked? I was armed with a NSW train timetable, so that I could demonstrate that indeed, such a journey was possible. When I say "possible", I should explain that pass holders were not permitted to "double back" on interstate passes. 

I arrived in Sydney off the South Mail". I obtained three NSW intrastate passes, as was permitted, under the intersystem employee travel agreement. I decided to take the "Western Mail" from Sydney to Dubbo, where I would catch a two-car diesel, to Werris Creek. Things didn’t quite run to plan, though. The Central West of NSW, had been drenched with rain, during the night, as I approached the "hub of the west’. During breakfast at the refreshment rooms in Dubbo, intending passengers for Werris Ck, were warned of possible delay. The train got away on time. So far, so good! However, about half way along the Dubbo-Werris Ck line, floods stopped the train. A rail worker walked through the dark swirling water, poking a steel rod, into the water. He was checking to see if the rails were still in place! In the end, the order was given, return to Dubbo! 

I was quite disappointed that I didn’t reach my destination. The only thing I could do, was travel back to Sydney. The overnight trip on the "Western Mail", was pleasant, as I had a compartment to myself, allowing a good sleep. 

The "Cooma Mail" departed Sydney, at around 8:45pm. I recall a departure time of 8:47pm, being used for that train, for many years, so that was the more likely time the train would have left Sydney. By stating this, it should be remembered that train timetables over the years, sometimes change by as little as two or perhaps, five minutes. 

The Cooma mail ventured into one of the coldest regions of the state. In mid-winter, from time to time, frozen water pipes in the train, left passengers without washing water. I turned the tap on, only to have small chips of ice, fell out of the spout! I felt that as it was so cold, my B.O wouldn’t be so bad, that a wash later in the day, would be acceptable. If was even colder, when the train pulled into Cooma, early in the morning. 
After breakfast in the Cooma refreshment room, I climbed aboard the "Mixed" train, for Bombala. I had my trusty "instamatic" camera with me. The train shunted wagons at various locations, along the way, and the trip was relaxing and enjoyable. 

I took a photo of a railway pay bus, in Bombala. I was tempted to travel on that rather rare passenger train, but my financial situation, as usual, didn’t allow for the cost of an overnight hotel stay, in Sydney. The pay bus connected with the "Canberra Monaro" express, in Cooma. The express was due to reach Sydney at around 10:15pm. So, I was left to watch the "rail oddity" depart Bombala. I left later, on the mixed train for Cooma, which, in turn, connected with the Cooma Mail, to Sydney. 

In Sydney, I realised that my pass to Moree via Dubbo hadn’t been "punched" by a ticket inspector. That being the case, I rode the Western Mail out to Dubbo, again. This time, the two-car diesel was able to travel all the way to Werris Ck. Upon reaching the Creek, I was shocked to learn that the town of Narrabri was under six feet of water! But, I got permission to travel to Armidale, instead of Moree. In effect, the Armidale trip was to fill in time, whilst awaiting the "North Mail", to Sydney. Otherwise, I would have had to spend many hours in Werris Ck. A dismal prospect, as it was raining! 

Scenic branch lines: Of course this is a matter of opinion, but there were a select group of very scenic branch line rail routes in NSW. I am not talking about the many short sections of the NSW rail system, that boast scenic views, but, rather, entire lines that deserve special mention! In no particular order, these are the Casino-Murwillumbah line, the Wollongong to Moss Vale line, and the Mudgee line. I would add the Tarana to Oberon branch and the Picton to Mittagong lines to the list of scenic rail routes. 

Scenic main lines. Brisbane to Casino as well as Tamworth to Tenterfield, are two scenic sections on main line railways. There are other short sections of rail routes that deserve listing here. The Sydney-Nowra line has some wonderful scenic highlights. The main western line, over the Blue Mountains, is a travel highlight. But, my "gong" for the best main line for overall beauty, would go to the Sydney-Wallangarra route. Today, though, passenger trains don’t venture beyond Armidale. However, the Sydney Armidale route is well worthwhile travelling on. I would recommend using that route, as an alternative route from Sydney to Brisbane Road coach travel is required between Armidale and Brisbane The Sydney-Brisbane line is also worth seeing, But, due to a late evening arrival in Sydney, an overnight stay in Kempsey or Taree, is a suitable way to "break" the long journey. That option is only viable on the southbound trip. 

I have worked for years to have the Sydney-Perth "Indian Pacific" extended to Brisbane, once weekly. 
A mid-afternoon departure from Brisbane, of the IP, would be ideal. The scenic Brisbane to Casino area could then be viewed before darkness. The next morning, passengers would awake to the beautiful Hawkesbury River, scenery. There would be plenty of time in Sydney before an 8:00pm departure for Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth. Why an 8:00pm departure from Sydney? The answer is twofold. Firstly, that was the time that the late and great "Southern Aurora" left Sydney, for Melbourne. The second reason is that a daylight trip would be made from Melbourne to Adelaide. The current "Overland" and "Ghan" schedules are overnight runs from Melbourne to Adelaide. 

Over the years, I travelled on many rail enthusiast tours. In particular, when I lived in Victoria. I enjoyed two interesting rail tours that operated from Melbourne to NSW destinations. One was a weekend tour to Hay, in the Riverina. Diesel power was used on the Melbourne-Junee main line. A "30" class tank engine, operated the train from Junee to Hay. 

Eldon Hogan, was a brilliant train tour organiser. He was so good at his work, that the VR used him to organise train services for special events. Anyhow, Eldon worked out that the train could be at mile post 412 at 4:12pm! Now, whilst some readers will say, "so what", other people would enjoy the tribute to a long-standing urban myth. Perhaps as a rail fan, I should know the background to the significance of the number 412, but I must confess, I don’t! However, during the 1960’s and 1970’s, that number would show up, countless times, or so I was told, until it became a part of railway folk law. 

When our train arrived at milepost 412, Eldon, with his trademark megaphone, announced that whilst he had arranged a photo stop at the 412 "peg", he couldn’t have another photo stop at milepost 415, at 4:15pm! The "Make Hay while the sun shines" tour was an outstanding success. But it was made so, by the efforts of "triple chins" Hogan, who was a kind, decent and intelligent man. Alas, he resides in the great roundhouse in the sky, now! 

Another Victorian based tour, was to Holbrook, NSW. On the Melbourne-Albury segment, we used a Commonwealth Railways "GM" class diesel. Having reached Holbrook, I could "tick off" another rail line, that I had visited. 

Sydney to Gwabegar, remains one of the most enjoyable trips that I have taken. 

The "Mudgee Mail" left Sydney at 10:15pm. It was timed into Mudgee early the next morning. Then depending on what day of the week that it was, the train continued on. As already indicated, I will publish extracts from a NSWGR timetable book, to best illustrate the passenger train services that one could take, in the 1970’s. 

The Binnaway refreshment "room" was in fact, a tin shed! Toasted sandwiches and coffee were available, so nobody complained about the "decor" of the RRR!  The train climbed through heavily timbered country, through Baradine, to Gwabegar. A singe wooden bodied sitting car was all that remained of the "Mail", for the final section from Binnaway to Gwabegar. Freight cars were placed in front of the passenger car, which is the reason for the name "mixed" train. I am explaining that, for younger readers, as "mixed" trains are quite rare in Australia, these days. Queensland is now the only state, in which, one can ride a mixed freight/passenger train.
The train retraced its steps, to Mudgee and Sydney. On such trips, I would always book a sleeping berth. The time when I rode overnight trains sitting up, were well and truly over! 

It has been said, "the sleeping car is the greatest conveyance invented by man". There are people who would argue with that sentiment. However, from about the 1890’s until the end of World War Two, the statement was very reasonable indeed! Even today, a modern sleeping car is hard to beat, as a comfortable and safe means of transport! 

Oberon trip. The "Central West Express" was an airconditioned daylight train, that operated from Sydney to Dubbo. It was hauled by a "46" class electric loco from Sydney to Lithgow. Beyond Lithgow, a main line diesel loco would operate the train. Passengers for the Oberon branch would change at Tarana. Oberon can be quite cold, even in summer. I found that out, when I left my jacket on the luggage rack of the "Central West Express". The lost jacket was overlooked, while I was riding the Oberon "mixed", as the train squealed around the many tight curves on that line. However, when I stepped onto the windy platform at Oberon, I suddenly missed my jacket! 

I purchased some food at a local store, and returned to the railway waiting room. I took pleasure in watching the "49" class diesel shunting freight cars around Oberon yard, until it was time for the train to leave. A "MHX", wooden passenger car/guards van, built at the end of the 19th century, was my accommodation of that wonderful outing to Oberon. 

Freight train to Barraba. I travelled from Sydney to Tamworth in a TAM class sleeping car, attached to the "North Mail". I was really looking forward to catching the rail motor to Barraba. Alas, the "motor" had broken down, and passengers were directed to a waiting taxi. Not this little blacks duck! I expressed my disappointment at the failure to provide a train, rather than a taxi, to Barraba, to the Tamworth stationmaster. He found it hard to believe that someone would come all the way from Sydney, just to ride the train to Barraba, for "fun", and not for transportation! He said, well, if you really want to ride a train out there, ask the guard if it is OK to travel in his van, to Barraba. It was, and I did! I took some "Super Eight" movie of the trip. It was a hot, but enjoyable run. 

A second "shot" at Barraba! A couple of years after my first attempt at riding a rail motor to Barraba, another chance came my way. I paid the first class fare, plus sleeping berth fee, for my wife, on the "North Mail". I worked on the "parcels express", from Sydney to Werris Ck. I signed off duty in the SM’s office, and boarded the sleeping car for Tamworth. I got some "shut eye" on the short run from the Creek to Tamworth. 

The CPH class rail motor was siting in the "dock" platform at Tamworth, with it’s motor running. Lota and I grabbed the seats at the front of the train. I took a photo of Lota on the platform at Manilla. I joked that she could tell her family in the Philippines that we had been in Manilla, and hadn’t bothered to visit her family! It was a hot day, so she wasn’t really in the mood for jokes! 

There was a coach service leaving after the rail motor, which was due in Tamworth before the rail motor. We were on board. My wife liked the airconditioning and the reclining seats on the coach more than the "novelty" of riding the CPH! As the saying goes, blokes will never understand women! To be fair, Lota and I enjoyed quite a few train trips, together. But, her taste is more for modern trains, such as the "Indian Pacific" and the XPT. 

Fate is a funny thing! People decide at the last minute not to take a particular flight, thus avoiding death! One very hot January night, I couldn’t make up my mind, would I travel to Mt Victoria, to get away from the stinking heat in Sydney? No, I couldn’t be bothered. The next morning, the very train that I had considered travelling back to Sydney on, was destroyed in Granville! Worse still, I would have taken a seat in the only first class car on the train. The first class car was totally destroyed in the crash! 

Exploring Sydney by train bus and ferry. The rail system in Sydney is the largest and most complex in Australia. I travelled on all of the suburban rail lines that had scheduled passenger services. Plus, much of the freight rail networks, on tour trains. I even set out to travel on all of the government operated bus routes, but I gave up, due to the shear size of the Sydney bus system! I did, however cover a fair extent of the system. The ferry routes are extensive, but I rode most of the routes. 

I became quite a "fan" of Sydney’s double deck buses. Like London, Sydney had a large fleet of double deckers. Many people enjoyed the view from the front seat on the upper deck. Low hanging tree branches often "thumped" along the sides and roof of the double deck buses. Dents and scratches were quite evident from encounters with shop awnings! I miss the "deckers", just as I do, the older style Leyland "half cab" buses. That’s progress, though! I missed seeing the old Sydney tramway system, so "tramway era" buses were the best that I could do! One has to make do with what is available. Like motor vehicles, modern buses are alright, but nothing beats the "feel" of vintage transport equipment, whether they are trains, buses, ferries or trams. 

CHAPTER 5: 
TRAVELING AROUND SOUTH AUSTRALIA
In the 1990’s, South Australia is without intrastate rail services. Interstate trains such as the "Overland" to Melbourne, the Ghan to Alice Springs, and the Sydney-Adelaide-Perth "Indian Pacific" are still running. 

During the 1970’s, passenger trains ran from Adelaide to various locations throughout South Australia. Indeed, when the Port Augusta to Whyalla line was opened, which I think was about 1971, passenger trains were commenced to Whyalla! I never travelled on the Whyalla line. Incidentally, the timetable was designed to bring people from Whyalla to Adelaide for a day. There was an evening train from Adelaide to Whyalla. Had there been a "day return" Adelaide-Whyalla service, or if the train to Whyalla were scheduled to leave Adelaide in the morning, instead of late evening, I would have travelled on the line! Of course, I now regret not making the effort to do the trip, despite a timetable that would have forced me to leave Whyalla early in the morning, having seen nothing of the town, but it’s too late to cry over it now! 

I arrived at the SAR employee pass office, holding my interstate rail pass. I obtained a pass to travel from Adelaide to Mt Gambier. 

I made the "off handed" remark to the booking clerk at Adelaide station, that the sleeping berth fee was cheap, compared to NSW. Yes, he agreed, they charge six dollars, for a night in a sleeping berth. On the other hand, the SAR sleeping berth fee was, wait for it, $1.50! Say that, again, please. One dollar and fifty cents! 

The train had a short consist. A "930" class Alco diesel, two airconditioned sitting cars, the sleeping car and a guards van. The sleeping car was named, "Finniss". Years later, it was Finniss, as it burned to the ground! 

The sleeping car had a small lounge area at one end. I sat and talked to the conductor in the lounge, until the train arrived in Bridgewater, which was the outer limit of the Adelaide suburban rail system. 

As the train used the Adelaide-Melbourne main line for about half of the journey, I slept well. I awoke to the"clickety-clack" sound on the Wolseley-Mt Gambier branch line. I was content to stay in bed, enjoying the ride. Freight cars had been added to the train in Tailem Bend, so the train had become a "mixed". A connection was made in Narracoorte, for Kingston SE. For readers who are not aware of it, there are two towns in SA, both with rail lines, called Kingston. One is in the Southeast of the state, the other is called "Kingston on Murray". 

Time was available in Mt Gambier for breakfast before heading back to Adelaide. The "Blue Lake Express" was a daylight train to/from Adelaide. The service was popular, in particular, with the "blue rinse set". The direct coach service from Adelaide to Mt Gambier was faster than the train. But, the train remained popular, until the end. 

A series of branch lines left the Tailem Bend to Barmera line, in the "Murray Lands" area. I would refer you to the map of SA, for a better understanding of the region. I only managed to travel on the Barmera "mixed" train. Like many mixed trains, accommodation is very basic! The train would leave Adelaide as the Tailem Bend "passenger" service. Of interest, is the fact that guards vans for each of the "Murray" lines, would be attached to that train. Once in Tailem Bend, the vans would be attached to freight trains, for the various lines. The Barmera train had a passenger car. On other mixed trains, people travelled in the guards van. 

The Adelaide-Victor Harbour train, was a popular tourist service. The line is quite scenic. Victor Harbour itself, has a lot to offer visitors. When I used to travel there, the tramway line to Granite Island was in a disused state. Double deck horse drawn trams are once again, operating to the island! Blue Bird rail cars operated on the line, during the years that I used the service. 

The line from Adelaide to Gladstone also had "Blue Bird" service. It was possible for passengers to stay overnight in Gladstone and catch the "Indian Pacific" to Sydney or Perth, depending on the day one arrived in Gladstone. 

In the USA, there were many main lines that are just a memory, today. By "main line" I mean a high quality main line, with high-speed passenger trains, and many freight trains. The Chicago Rock Island and Pacific, better known simply as the Rock Island lines, is one example of a series of mail line routes that faced closure. Often, that situation came about due to there being too many companies operating between the same cities. That isn’t the case in Australia. Thus, the closure of a main line railway, is rare indeed! Much of the Adelaide to Peterborough main line, has now been pulled up in effect, both the Adelaide-Peterborough and Adelaide-Gladstone lines have been replaced by the Adelaide-Crystal Brook standard gauge line. Parts of the old broad gauge Adelaide-Port Pirie were converted to standard gauge, whilst other sections were abandoned. 

I travelled on the old broad gauge "East West Express", which was the connecting train for the "Indian Pacific" and "Trans Australian" express, to Perth. It had a lounge car that was very much like the lounge cars found on some railroads in the USA. 

I am pleased to have travelled on both the old narrow gauge "Ghan", and the standard gauge version of the train. It is hard to argue against progress. In particular, if the replacement service is faster, while maintaining a very high standard of service. When one reflects on what replaced the "Brisbane Limited" and the "Southern Aurora", one could not call it "progress", but the "Ghan" is still a great train! However, there was something special about the "old" Ghan. Old standard gauge cars, some of which, were built in Germany, really made the train unique. The fact that the train was a standard gauge set, on narrow gauge track, was of interest to rail enthusiasts. The Adelaide suburban railway system is also of interest, to many rail fans, including myself. 

Adelaide has the largest diesel rail car operated suburban rail system in the world! Some people would say that this "claim to fame" is nothing to be proud of. The reason is, that a city the size of Adelaide should have electrified the rail network, years ago. Of particular interest is the fact that most rail cars have a seat "up front", allowing a fine "drivers eye view" along the track. Nice train photos can be obtained from the front seats of Adelaide trains! 

The lines to Gawler, Noalunga and Outer Harbour, could be considered as main lines. A series of branch lines leave each of those main lines. The scenic route to Bridgewater has been cut back to Belair. The only service permitting daylight viewing beyond Belair, is the "Ghan" to Melbourne. A rail enthusiast could travel on the entire Adelaide suburban system in one day, with some careful planning. 

A "track" made of concrete, known as the O-Bahn, has become quite a tourist attraction. The Adelaide busway is the longest of its type in the world. The O-Bahn is the fastest busway in the world. I have enjoyed travelling on the O-Bahn, each time that I have visited Adelaide. Of course, many people, including myself, feel that the O-Bahn should have been built as a light rail line. On the other hand, at least passengers enjoy a "through" ride beyond the O-Bahn to the various suburbs that buses using the busway, are scheduled to travel to. 

The Adelaide-Glenelg tramway has become a tourist attraction in itself. The trams preform an important role in handling many regular commuters to and from Glenelg. However, the line would be of far greater value if it would be extended to the Adelaide football ground., or beyond. Further, modern light rail vehicles should be obtained. Then, at some future stage, much of the current Adelaide suburban heavy rail trackage should be converted into a modern light rail system. The basic half-hourly service could be increased to a tram every fifteen ten minutes during the off peak, with a five minute headway during peak travel times. Conversion to light rail would also permit the line to Outer Harbour to be rebuilt, and operated through the heart of Port Adelaide. The Tonsley branch line could be extended to the Flinders University complex. And, for good measure, the line to Grange, could be extended to link up with the current Glenelg tramway line! 

The Adelaide bus system has undergone many changes, over recent years. During the 1970’s, many private bus companies existed in Adelaide. The Government formed a single bus system. That network has now been "privatised". However, the bus enthusiast still has much of interest to see, in Adelaide. Overall, the Adelaide transport system holds a lot of interest. 

CHAPTER 6: 
TRAVELING AROUND WESTERN AUSTRALIA
When the huge size of WA and the low population outside of Perth is taken into account, the transport system is quite extensive. 

When I first visited Perth, there were train services to Albany, Geraldton, Mulwala, and Bunbury. Along with the Perth-Kalgoorlie "Prospector" rail car. A high speed "Tilt" train is due to replace the "Prospector", in the year 2001. 

I had a rail fan friend, who is blind. Nick Terlezski and I travelled together from Sydney to Perth, with travel on a series of other rail lines. The trip took place in the mid-1970’s. 

Before describing our WA trip, I will provide some background information about Nick. He was born a twin, to his Russian mother in the early 1950’s. His twin brother died in the incubator. Hospital staff failed to notice the situation for some time. Meanwhile, Nick received twice the required oxygen, blinding him. Whilst that is a sad situation, Nick has overcome that problem to a large degree. He is very mobile! 

I was travelling from Nowra to Sydney by train. Sitting opposite me, was a blind chap. I didn’t pay undue attention to the fellow, until he remarked to somebody sitting next to him, that a freight train that had passed us at high speed, had two "first series" 44 class diesels. As one would expect, his statement stunned me! How did you know that, I asked. By the sound that they made, came Nick’s reply. We began a conversation, which led to us becoming mates. In the years that followed, I travelled with Nick, on many train trips. 

At other times, Nick would travel by himself. He would spend a lot of time tape recording trains. Sometimes, he would stand on the overhead pedestrian bridge at Goulburn railway station, for hours, in the middle of the night, recording the sound of trains. He kept all of those recordings. I sometimes went to his place in Arncliffe. I used his tape recorder to read out entire train timetables for him, so that he could plan train trips. 

Anyhow, returning to the story of our WA, trip! 

A man approached Nick and I, at East Perth terminal, just as we got of the "Indian Pacific", from Sydney. The man was very agitated! He reported that we had been undercharged for our fare by a booking clerk, in Sydney. Is that all, I said, I thought somebody had died! Indeed, I was so upset at the manner in which the bloke acted, that we refused to pay the money, until our return to Sydney! We enjoyed the trip to Mulwala on the train. Sleeping car travel, is really the way to go! Believe it or not, the train was called "The Mulwala". Which, reminds me of the time when the "Spirit of Progress" and "Southern Aurora" were combined into one train. It was called the "Sydney Express", northbound. And, you guessed it, southbound, the train was called, the "Melbourne Express". Would somebody please shoot the bureaucrat, who came up with such unimaginative names! 

A coach connected with the "Mulwala", taking passengers to Geraldton. Thus, we were able to travel on both the Mulwala and Geraldton lines, without double backing to Perth! 

The "Albany Progress", was a nice train. It had first and economy class sleeping cars, sitting cars, and a buffet car, We enjoyed breakfast in the buffet, whilst "Muzak", played quietly in the background. Sophistication indeed! 

The train stopped in the middle of nowhere, so to speak. We were delayed for so long, that we had to approach the guard and inform him that we intended to return to Perth, on the coach, from Albany. He couldn’t quite understand why anyone would travel all the way from Perth to Albany, only to join a bus back to Perth! The bus followed the rail route most of the way to Perth. Therefore, we were able to see what the line looked like, as our trip to Albany had been overnight on the train. 

Nick and I rode the old loco hauled "Australind" express. The train was said to be one of the fastest narrow gauge trains in the world! But, I wouldn’t have bet on that, as some of the narrow gauge trains in Japan are very fast! The train was hauled by an "X" class diesel, which was powered by a submarine engine! At least, that is what I have been told. The loco had a very distinct sound to it, which was unlike any other diesel in Australia. 

In 1979 John Maccarone and I did a "round Australia" trip. We used a Pioneer Coach lines "Aussie Pass’, which was great value! We rode trains in each state. In those days, Pioneer and Greyhound offered separate schedules across the country. We worked out that it was possible to travel from Adelaide to Ceduna by day. After an overnight stop, we took a Greyhound "Silver Eagle" to Kalgoorlie, in a singe day! It was a long but enjoyable trip. We checked into our hotel in Kal, at about midnight. The next morning, we travelled from Kalgoorlie to Northam, on the "Prospector". Which, at the time, was Australia’s fastest train. The only "feature" of that train that we both found annoying, was the "set" airline style meals. John doesn’t eat meat, whilst I don’t eat some varieties of vegetables. I swapped his meat for some of my unwanted veggies! Macca felt that I got the better part of the deal. 

Northam is a nice quiet country town. I wrote out a series of postcards for family and friends, "back east", as they say in Western Australia. We checked out of the hotel, and boarded a "Westrail" coach for the scenic trip to Perth. Half way to Perth, I remembered that my post cards were still at the hotel in Northam! Funny enough, the hotel staff posted them for me, including postage costs! 

After sightseeing around Perth, it was time to board a coach for the run to Newman. All I can say is, we were glad to check into an airconditioned motel, after 24 hours on the coach. We had a wonderful time watching the huge iron ore trains, in Mt Newman. A "cab" ride around the balloon loop was a highlight of our stay. But, the real highlight of the trip was travelling on the Mt Newman to Port Headland railway! The "Sundowner" passenger car is unique. 
The American company that owned Mt Newman Mining, purchased a second hand round end lounge observation car, for use on the Mt Newman-Port Headland line. 

The "Sundowner" started life in the 1940’s, on the "General Purshing Zephyr" in the USA. As far as the "history" of the car after it had ceased operation on the "Zephyr", I don’t know. However, as is most often the case, such passenger cars are "traded" a number of times. Some of the cars are saved by railway museums, but the vast majority were cut up for scrap! 

John had contacted Mt Newman Mining, prior to leaving Sydney. He found that the "Sundowner" would run on a particular date. It was simply a matter of contacting the company upon arrival in Newman. John made the suggested phone call. Yes, all you need to do, is ask the Port Headland "pipe" band, if it would be OK to travel with them, when they returned to the coast. No problem, was the reply! 

We arrived at the dusty Mt Newman rail yard at the appointed time. It was a bright and sunny day. Our hope of seeing the line in daylight, was dashed. The train was delayed. It lived up to its, name. The "Sundowner" rolled out of Newman, right on dusk! 

Arrival in Port Headland, was at about 12:30am! We stood beside the train, as people left in a fleet of cars. After making our situation known, we were offered a lift to a motel. The motel was at Port Headland airport. The next morning, we were able to catch an airport bus, into town. 

We spent a night at a guesthouse, before resuming our adventure. A Pioneer coach conveyed us to Kununurra. We had a boring, but restful, 24 hours in Kununurra, before heading for Darwin. Pioneer had decided to change the coach timetable for the Port Headland-Darwin run. Instead of two days and one night, the timetable was changed to two nights and one day. Or vice versa, I don’t recall. However, as the timetable change would occur after John and I were due in Darwin, Macca decided to do another return trip, to Port Headland! That way, he reasoned, he could see the entire route, in daylight! We parted company in Darwin, as I couldn’t face another trip to Port Headland, and back to Darwin! With 20/20 vision in hindsight, perhaps John had a point. In particular, when it is considered that I may not return to the Northwestern region of WA, at any time. 

I "cheated" and flew from Darwin to Mt Isa. I will describe my Queensland travelling experiences, in the next chapter. 

CHAPTER 7: 
TRAVELLING AROUND QUEENSLAND
A rail fan that I one knew, said, If you are travelling around Australia, go to Queensland last because you won’t want to leave! 

There was, and to some extent, there remains, some truth in the above statement. I say "was" because many of the mixed trains and rail motor services for which, Queensland was famous, are long gone! However, there remain some unique rail services in Queensland. Indeed, it would be fair to describe all long distance train services in Queensland, as a special treat! 

I first set foot in Queensland, in mid-1969. Just a few months too late, to see the Brisbane tramway system! Sad to say, I simply didn’t have the money to travel north beforehand. 

First impressions. Changing from a "real" train into a toy train in Wallangarra, remains a vivid memory for me. Don’t get me wrong, I love narrow gauge trains, but it’s just that after spending years travelling on standard and broad gauge trains, the "Border Mail" looked so small! 

The sight, sounds and smell of steam loco’s hauling suburban train sets, was something that one can’t forget. I am not sure whether there was any steam hauled passenger services, but steam engines certainly shunted carriages around. I travelled on some rail car and diesel hauled suburban services. The "old" Central Station, was a busy place. The sound of "Evens" cars, with their outward opening doors, slamming shut, caused quite a din! The English style "train shed" over the tracks at Central, echoed with the sound of doors slamming on two or three suburban trains, that may have been in the station, at the same time. 

Bad day in Thangool! I sat in a second floor office at Central Station Sydney, with my head buried in a QR timetable. I didn’t bother looking up, to see who came into the room. A voice said, heading north? I turned to face a clerk from the timetable section, and said, yes, but I can’t make up my mind, as to where to go! We discussed various options, but most involved more money than I could spare. I wanted the minimum possible nights in hotels. In the end, I picked a place called Thangool. 

I travelled overnight on the "Brisbane Limited", to the capital of Queensland. A day was spent in Brisbane, before boarding the overnight train to Rockhampton, the "Capricornian". I filled part of my time in Rocky, seeing the film, "The French Connection", staring Gene Hackman. It was a very good movie. A 2000 class rail car sat "purring", with its windows open, at the "old" Rockhampton railway station. The train left town, and before too long, began to climb the ranges. The old gold mining town of Mt Morgan, saw most of the passengers leave the train. A few people remained on board, for Biloela. However, once we left Biloela, I was the only remaining passenger! The rail car rolled to a gentle stop at a darkened station. The guard said, this is Thangool, mate, the end of the line! 

Thangool is a small town. It consisted of a single row of shops, and two pubs. I walked across the street from the station to the pub. 

Trying not to disturb the peace, I quietly entered the place. I was told, come into the public bar. I carried my battered suitcase into the noisy, smoke filled room. I said that I wanted a room for the night. I was asked, where do you come from? My answer was, I come from Sydney. I an in Queensland on holiday. Sorry, we don’t have any rooms. There isn’t much passing trade, so we stopped providing accommodation. Try the pub, down the street. 

Once again, I was told to come into the public bar. Again, I was asked, where are you from? I gave a similar answer to that provided to the first pub. No, we are all booked out, "travellers", was the curt response to my request for a room. I said, that’s funny, the people at the other pub said that due to a lack of business, they don’t provide accommodation. What’s going on? They should have rooms, said the lady. Why don’t you go to Biloela? My answer was, I came here by train, and I don’t have transport to Biloela! 

Disgruntled, I made my way to the local "greasy spoon" cafe. A man of large build, was behind the counter. I told him my story. He seemed as perplexed as I was, about the lack of hotel rooms. I asked him if I could have a "mixed" grill. Sorry, the butcher didn’t come, and the stove is turned off. I bought two pies, and while they were being handed across the counter, the fat man said, why don’t you go to Biloela? I just gave the bloke a "killer" look, and walked out! 

I walked about 600 metres out of town. I sat on my suitcase, waiting for a lift, to, you guessed it, Biloela! Trucks roared passed. There was a huge mouse plague, so mice were everywhere! I gave up trying to hitch a ride to Biloela. I thought that the best idea would be to stay overnight in the rail car. On my way back into town I noticed a truck parked in front of the cafe. The driver was enjoying a hearty meal. I went inside. The cafe owner turned red with embarrassment. I said, I thought you had no meat? Ah, the butcher came, was the nervous response. Where is your police station? Biloela, was the answer! End of discussion, Thangool was a lawless town! 

Just as I arrived at the railway station, the guard came across the road, a bottle of beer, under his arm. I explained my situation. No, you can’t stay in the rail car, the driver has the key, and he is asleep! After the lights in the barracks went out, I felt at the bottom of my bag, and located my carriage key. I endured a fitful nights sleep. When the lights went on, I crept out of the train, and locked the door. Have you been waiting here, all night? Yes, I told the guard. He pretended to be sorry. The train set off for Rocky, at 4:30am. It should have left Thangool at 6:00am, why are we leaving early? Rockhampton show, was the guards reply. So, as it turned out, if I had obtained a hotel room, I would have missed the train! At least some good came out of my visit to Thangool. The branch line to Thangool is closed, now. I intend to visit the town at some stage, just to see what it looks like. I wonder if the fat man still runs the cafe! 

Sadly missed. A lot has been written about the "Dirranbandi Mail". I am grateful that I managed to ride, what became known as "the" train trip to take, in Southern Queensland. My family were going to the Philippines, whilst I was to stay home. As "compensation" I was granted a trip to Dirranbandi. 

The train left Roma St station in Brisbane, at 6:30pm. A stop was made in Corinda and again, in Ipswich. Another rail fan had a twinette sleeping cabin to himself. I had the cabin, next door. Although many people travelled on the train at times, the passenger "load" was light, on that night The rail enthusiast from Sydney, was very impressed with the Dirranbandi "Mixed" train. There was a lot of noise on the platform at Toowoomba. Will the public ever have consideration for people trying to catch some "shut eye", in a sleeping car? Wooden sleeping cars are fun to travel in, but sound enters the compartments, with little trouble. In particular, during hot weather, when the windows are up, to catch the breeze. 

The next morning, we arrived in Goondiwindi. There was a refreshment room on the station. Well, it was really a "bar", that happened to serve toasted sandwiches and coffee. Beer sales have probably kept such establishments open, long after passenger train services have ceased. Anyhow, the toasted ham sandwiches were very welcome! 

At Thallon, one could obtain a snack at a shop across the tracks. We knew that the train wouldn’t leave us behind, as the "second" engineman was buying his morning tea at the cafe, with the passengers. 

Upon arrival in Dirranbandi, it was well and truly time for lunch. Then, it took all of ten minutes to walk around the town. I mailed a post card to my wife, Lota, in Manila. After that, there was nothing to do, but watch the loco shunt freight cars around Dirranbandi yard. 

The train retraced its steps, towards Brisbane. The next morning, we had 35 freight cars on the train, when the train left Warwick. The odd thing about the Dirranbandi "Mixed" was the fact that it terminated in Toowoomba, instead of continuing to Brisbane. The carriages were sent to Brisbane later in the day, empty! One could take a McCafferty’s coach from Toowoomba to Ipswich and Brisbane. Which is exactly what I did. Vale, the Dirranbandi mixed! 

Just north of the Queensland border. In 1979, John Maccarone and I discussed the idea of visiting Southwestern Queensland. I forget why this happened, but a decision was made to hire a car, for a weekend. In effect, our weekend started on the Friday afternoon. Two of our mates, Clyde Shoebridge and Des Johnson, rounded our group out, to four. We met at a car rental place in the Sydney City, area. The place had given a very reasonable "quote", for a car. Unlimited Klm’s was part of the deal. The car was a Ford Galaxy, which is a nice roomy vehicle. Papers were signed, and as the keys were being handed over, the bloke said, where are you going? John said, up around the Queensland border. That’s OK, said the fellow, just don’t use the car on dirt roads! 

We drove west. We stayed overnight in Bathurst. We all rose nice and early, as we had a long day in front of us. 

We didn’t waste time. Our destination was Cunnamulla, in southwestern Queensland. Dubbo for a snack, and Nyngan for lunch. The Nyngan railway station had been turned into a restaurant. It looked quite nice. In fact, it is good to see old railway stations become an important part of the community, once their transportation function has ceased. 

The rail line between Nyngan and Bourke is the third longest straight stretch of track in the world! The longest rail line without a curve is on the Nullarbor, whilst the second longest "straight", is somewhere in Canada. 

The railway station in Bourke is a modern brick building. I often tell this story about poor planning to people. Do you know that the tram tracks in the Circular Quay area of Sydney, were relayed in mass concrete in 1958? They were built to last 50 years. The tramway system in Sydney was closed in 1961! Did you know that track gangs were out replacing sleepers on the Cooma-Bombala line, on the day that the line closed? Do you know that a brand new brick railway station was built in Bourke, only months before the line lost its passenger service? Des Johnson has a saying. "Don’t forget the five "P’s". Proper Planning Prevents Poor Performance! 

We reached Cunnamulla, which has some nice old buildings, parks, etc. One of the old buildings was a very old fashioned, cinema! We all watched "The invasion of the body snatchers", staring Lennard Nimoy, of "Star Trek" fame. The cinema had canvas chairs, and an unpolished wooden floor! We just loved the place. That was until a bloke came up to me and said in a loud voice, keep your feet off the railing! 

The next morning Clyde and I joined the "Westlander" for the long trip to Brisbane. The train was slow, but a lot of fun. One could really relax. We had economy class sleeping berths. A third passenger joined us, in Roma. 

After dropping Clyde and myself at the railway station in Cunnamulla, John and Des, drove to Brisbane, via St George. They stayed overnight in Brisbane. At 7:00am on the Monday morning, the "Westlander" arrived at Roma Street station, Brisbane. John greeted us with a broad smile, and said, "let’s go"! I made a joke about spending 30 seconds in Brisbane, and got into the car. 

We followed the railway line, from Warwick towards the border. We spotted a short freight train, and made a "snap" decision that Des and I would attempt to "hail" the train, at the next station. To our surprise, the train stopped to pick us up! Once Macca saw that we were on board the train, he drove away. It was a pleasure to travel on the Wallangarra line, again, even though it was on a freight train. John collected us at Wallangarra station. Then, we drove all day, to Sydney. 

The Hughenden-Winton "Mixed" train. As discussed in the previous chapter, John Maccarone and I travelled around Australia, in 1979. We "parted company" in Darwin. I flew from Darwin to Mt Isa. 

The next morning, I was heading for Hughenden, by coach. I enjoyed the trip. I managed to take a photo of the freight train, out of the front window of the coach. 

I stayed overnight in a pub. I say "overnight", but as I had to catch a train to Winton at about 4:00am, it was a short night! It is a strange feeling to leave a hotel at 3:00am, and find that you are the only person walking along the street. Anyhow, I arrived at the station, in plenty of time to watch the "Inlander" leave Hughenden, for Mt Isa. 

The cars for the Winton train were eventually placed at the platform. I was the only person who intended to travel to Winton. Thus, I had the passenger car to myself. No worries, I stretched out across a compartment seat, covered myself with a coat, and fell asleep. 

The cloudless sky had caused the night to be quite cold. But, with daylight, things soon warmed up. In fact, it became very hot, later in the morning. The country was as flat as a tabletop. Tall yellow grass covered the plains. Horses raced away from the path of the train. I managed to get a photo of a couple of horses, manes flying, and tails high in the air! 

When the train arrived in Winton, a bloke that I knew in Sydney, Graeme Ahearn, was standing on the platform. We were both surprised to see each other. In particular, as we were so far from Sydney. 

Graeme was on his way from Brisbane to Townsville, via Winton and Hughenden. I have travelled from Mt Isa to Hughenden by coach, but I am yet to travel by train on the Townsville to Mt Isa line. 

I rode the "Midlander" from Winton to Rockhampton, which was an overnight trip. A day was spent in Rocky, waiting for the "Capricornian", to Brisbane. 

Many years later, I suggested to QR management that the "Capricornian" and the "Midlander" be combined into a single Brisbane-Longreach train. To my surprise, QR accepted that concept. The "Spirit of the Outback" is a very popular tourist service. I am proud of my role in bringing the train into being. 

The "Capricornian" reached Brisbane at about 6:00am. As usual, I filled in my time, travelling around on suburban trains, until it was time to make my way to South Brisbane Interstate Station. It was always a pleasure to shut the door of a roomette, kick my shoes off, and wind up the blinds, ready for departure. The run through the Border Ranges was a highlight of the Brisbane-Sydney train trip. Steep green hills, with farmhouses perched on top, are a feature of the border region. 

In December 1974, my mother, brother and I, set out on a trip from Melbourne to Cairns. 

We had a twinette and a roomette booked on the "Southern Aurora" from Melbourne to Sydney. Mum and Chris shared the twin, whilst I used the roomette. Rail travel offers something that air and coach travel can’t hope to match. That "something" being the ability to dine in style, whilst in motion. After dinner, one could relax in the lounge car. There remains nothing to beat a first class sleeping berth, for long distance travel. 

We spent a day in Sydney, doing the usual touristy things. 

A twinette and a roomette were booked on the "Brisbane Limited", for the overnight trip from Sydney to Brisbane. The dining car on the "Limited" wasn’t of a similar quality to the "Aurora", nor was there a lounge car, on the train. Passengers, who had travelled from Cairns to Brisbane, were often dumbfounded by the lack of a lounge car on the "Brisbane Limited". 

We went out to New Farm to visit my friend, Bob Barker. Bob came into Brisbane with us, to see us off on the 7:30am "Sunlander", for Cairns. However, when we enquired at Roma St, as to why the cars for the "Sunlander" were nowhere to be seen, even though it was 7:00am, we were all shocked to be told that the train had been re-scheduled to leave Brisbane at 4:00pm! 

My plan to see the entire Brisbane-Cairns line in daylight, was ruined. In the period under discussion, the mid-1970’s, QR scheduled the "Sunlander" at 7:30am on some days, with a 4:00pm departure on other days of the week. It was the Xmas/New Year period, that we were visiting Queensland, so train timetables were subject to change. On that subject, I maintain that timetables should not be changed, over holiday periods. 

When the "Sunlander" was tabled out of Brisbane at quite separate times, depending on the day of the week, people were able to travel the route in daylight. In short, one could use the day-night-day, option, or the night-day-night option, to Cairns. 

In any case, we all enjoyed our trip to Cairns. We were booked into the "Flying Horseshoe" Motel. In the rooms, there was the traditional large ceiling fan. When Mum turned it on, it wobbled from side to side. No matter how much I was told that the fan wouldn’t break off and fall, I would not believe it! 

We enjoyed a day trip to Green Island, and other sightseeing in Cairns. 

We boarded an 1800 class rail car, that was heading for Ravenshoe, on the Atherton Tablelands. 

The trip up the ranges to Kuranda, was a scenic delight! The rail car departed Kuranda, for Ravenshoe. We followed the Barron River, for some distance. The train was quite slow, but the scenery made up for the lack of speed! We decide to travel only as far as Herberton. Otherwise, we would have had only half an hour in Ravenshoe, which wouldn’t have allowed time for a meal. As a rail fan, I now regret not going all the way to Ravenshoe, but when family was with me, concessions were called for. This is just a fact of life. I enjoyed having my mother and brother travelling with me, to share some of the pleasures of train travel. 

The rail car to Roma and the "Flying Flea" to Quilpie. Once in a while, a train trip that one expected to be fairly "ordinary" can offer quite a surprise. The daylight train from Brisbane to Roma, turned out to be quite scenic. I knew that the trip up the ranges to Toowoomba was scenic. However, I had the mental impression that there would be endless open grasslands, between Toowoomba and Roma. I was wrong! The countryside wasn’t stunning, but there was a lot to see, of interest. 

I stayed overnight in Roma, on my way to Quilpie. The "Westlander" divided in Charleville. One section went to Cunnamulla, whilst a very short consist, swayed along poor quality track, to Quilpie. Some people called the Quilpie train, the "Flying Flea", due to it’s small size, and habit of "jumping" along the 42 Pound rail. I stayed overnight in Quilpie, and to be honest, there wasn’t a lot of interest to me, in the small outback town. Indeed, Quilpie is known as the last outpost of civilisation, before the Birdsville Track begins, in earnest. 

I still have four passenger train trips to do, in Queensland. The Yaraka branch, Croydon to Normanton, the Cairns-Forsayth, and the "Inlander" to Mt Isa. Which, is a lot, when you come to thing about it! I can only hope to be able to "tick off" the above mentioned rail lines, some day. 

The reason for not getting to the remaining passenger train services in Queensland, are twofold. Firstly, I simply ran out of time. I travelled as much as I could, whilst I was employed on the railways, but one can only fit in a certain amount of travel in the time available. Secondly, once I married, other concerns took centre stage, such as raising a family, and paying off a mortgage! 

 

CHAPTER 8: 
AROUND THE WORLD BY SHIP IN 1974
One day, I was sitting in our lounge room in Hallam, Victoria, watching TV. Mum was washing the after lunch dishes. Quite a dull Saturday afternoon, really. The conversation that we were about to engage in, though, changed my life! 

You are a Capitalist, so how much would you take, for your share in our block of land? I was stunned at Mum’s question. We had purchased a block of land as an investment, a few years beforehand, for the princely sum of $500.00. That is, $250.00, each. The block was in Rye, on the Mornington Peninsula. My half-joking response was, oh, about 400% profit, would do! To my surprise, Mum accepted my offer. 

A thousand dollars was "big bickies" in 1974! So much so, I was able to purchase a ticket from Melbourne to Mexico, for about $300.00. Plus, a Fort Lauderdale to Melbourne via Capetown ticket for less than $600.00! All I had to do was save up the money for the American train fares, and some spending money. 

I worked for GMH in Dandenong, at the time. Suffice to say, I managed to gather up the required cash. The departure date in September 1974, soon rolled around. 

I entered Croydon Travel, and directly in front of me, was a framed photo of a steam train. I was in the right place! Phil Asker was a young, but almost bald, man. He knew his business, unlike some travel agents. Phil is a rail fan, so he is tuned to what a fellow rail enthusiast would want. I sat down and discussed what I wanted to do. He gave me an Amtrak timetable, which is still in my collection. I worked out an itinerary, and made the bookings. 

An Italian ship, the Marconi was berthed in Port Melbourne. There has always been a lot of fuss at boarding a ship, and this was no different. It seems to take hours to finally get aboard! Travelling by ship is quite unlike travelling by air or by train. Apart from the time taken in doing as little as getting onto the thing, there is the realisation that ships are big! 

I found my cabin, down five sets of stairs, in deck "E". The cabin was suitable. Four passengers, including me, made the place our home. 

I awoke the next morning. My first thought was, wow, I wasn’t seasick! I went up on deck, only to discover that the ship hadn’t left Melbourne, as the crew were on strike! I didn’t realise it then, but that was a taste of things to come. Our first port of call was Sydney, and a day spent seeing friends. 

The second port of call, was Auckland, New Zealand. I rode the trolley buses, which was fun. The ship next called into Suva, Fiji. In general, ships spend 12/16 hours in port., which allows one to visit places of interest. There are 2’ gauge sugar cane trains, in Fiji, but I didn’t get to that area. 

A few days after leaving Fiji, we arrived in Tahiti. A bus trip around the island was partaken in, by some of the passengers, from the ship. The ships crew liked Tahiti so much, that they decided to stay there for an extra day. In effect, the crew went on strike, yet again! Like many passengers, I was getting sick of the unwanted delays. 

At last, and two days behind schedule, the Marconi reached Akapulco, Mexico. My original plan called for me to travel by coach from Acapulco to Mexico City. But, due to being late, I flew to the Capital City of Mexico. As other people will attest, Mexico City is huge in population. Worse still, not many people speak English! Despite these obstacles, I somehow managed to find my way onto a trolley bus, which then connected with a subway train into the heart of Mexico City. 

So far, so good. Buy a map, Jack, I thought. I purchased a map of the city. How on Earth does one read this, was my next thought. I was lost! 

Excuse me, how do I get to Bauna Vista Railway Station? A shrug of the shoulders or a dumbfounded look, was the typical response to my questions. I boarded a bus that was heading in the direction of the railway station, from which, long distance trains depart Mexico City. I put money into the coin box at the front of the bus, and sat down. I asked the man sitting in front of me, in a desperately pleading manner, where is the railway station. Then, from behind me, came a cultured English accent, don’t worry, I will point the place out! Thank God, for somebody with an understanding of my language, I wouldn’t have recognised the station, as it looked like an office building, from the outside. 

I checked my bag into what I thought was the "Checked Baggage" room. I explained that I would be travelling to Neuvo Larado, on the morning train. Everything seemed just fine. Having freed myself of my heavy suitcase, I walked across the road, to a hotel. I had no trouble checking in, and the tariff was cheap. I was in for a surprise, though. The shower ran out of hot water, pronto! A ceramic bowl, filled with water, was located on the roof of the hotel. The Sun heated the water during the day. People were expected to shower while the water was warm, not at night! 

Excitement was building within me. I was about to set foot on my first American train! After reading about the travels of others, it was my turn! As is often said, you wouldn’t know, unless you have been there. One can read about a place, watch documentary’s, and be given a "blow by blow" description of something, but nothing can replace being there. However, some authors, such as Paul Therouex, can do a fine job of explaining a lot about what one can expect from travelling to exotic locations. But, here was the real thing, standing at the platform, at Mexico City. 

I approached the sleeping car porter. He examined my ticket, and showed my to a roomette. Anyone who has had the pleasure of travelling on the 1950’s built "Overland" cars, would find himself "at home" upon entering the roomette, on that Mexican train. 

The "Overland" cars were almost an exact copy of American built sleeping cars, of the 1940’s period. I could hardly believe my eyes. The bed was made up with genuine Pullman sleeping car linen! 

There were other American railway "gems" to be found on the Neuvo Larado train. Every car on the long train, was purchased second hand, from various US railroads. A former C&O dining car, and a Seaboard Coast Railway, lounge car, were included in the consist. There was even a 1920’s built "heavyweight" Pullman sleeping car! I would have loved to have been booked in that car! By the way, I paid about US $25.00 for a first class roomette for the two nights and one day, journey from Mexico City to Neuvo Larado! 

On board the train, I met a retired Union Pacific employee and his wife. They said that about every two years, they head for a holiday in Acapulco, Mexico. We enjoyed each other’s travel tales. I was offered a lift from Neuvo Larado Mexico, to Larado, Texas. Their car was stored in Larado, whilst they travelled by train into Mexico. The U.P man said that he would never drive a car in Mexico! It wasn’t the poor roads, or the bad Mexican drivers. It was the fact that if one ran over a kid who had run onto the road, for example, the driver of the car, would be beaten to death! 

Our train was hours late, as it rolled into Neuvo Larado. The wife of the retired railroader, said that she could speak Spanish, so she would help me retrieve my suitcase from the train. We showed my checked baggage label to the man who was busy throwing down passenger’s luggage. Munyana!, he said. I knew what that meant. Why was my bag coming tomorrow, when I had checked it in for this train, I asked. Munyana, came the curt response. It turned out that he wasn’t telling the truth. I had in fact put my bag into a cloakroom, and not the checked baggage room, in Mexico City! I felt sick in the stomach. But, my American hosts were waiting to take a taxi over the border, so I gave up my fight over the suitcase. 

Larado is a dusty, former "Wild West" town. It still had a bit of the Wild West feel about it, even in 1974. I checked into an older style, but quite comfortable, hotel. My first duty was to rebook part of my trip, due to being in Larado two days behind schedule. My planned two-night stay at the Grand Canyon, went by the wayside! I reworked things, so that I could resume my planned train trips. 

The "Inter-American" was a bit of a letdown, when I first saw it. The train had an EMD "E" unit up front, which was an American "classic", one could say. But, the train had only six cars. Never mind, this was my first Amtrak train trip, so why should I be complaining! With a honk on the horn, we rolled out of town. I expected the train to "hit its straps" shortly, but it didn’t go faster than about 50mph! The 50mph/80kmh running persisted until the train reached San Antonio, Texas. Things changed in San Antonio. We had left the second rate track behind, and gained another eight cars! Plus, many more passengers. The train travelled along at 80mph, towards Dallas, and St Louis. I started to enjoy the kind of train journey that I had imagined Amtrak to be all about. 

After travelling through Texas for about 24 hours, we entered Arkansas. We rolled non-stop through Hope Arkansas, the birthplace of President Bill Clinton. The less said about "Slick Willie", here, the better! 

The train terminated in St Louis. The fine old station, that had seen 500 trains a day, during the war years, had become a dirty, rat infested, place! I was quite shocked to see the place, after knowing the kind of station that it had once been! Some years after my visit, St Louis station was rebuilt into a fine hotel and market place. Trains stopped beside a couple of "portable" buildings, known as "Amshacks", beside the tracks, under a road overpass, when St Louis Union Station closed. 

I had a fear of staying in cities such as Chicago and New York. Thus, I had picked the city of Bloomington Illinios, to spend an overnight in Instead of noise and sky-scrapers, I faced tree lined streets, and Squirrels, in that city! I walked into a hotel, seeking a room for the night. "Ironside" was on TV. I remarked that Ironside was a good show. I then began filling out the register, getting travellers cheques ready to sign, etc. When the clerk picked up on my accent, we talked about Australia, for a few minutes. Then out of the blue, the bloke who had been sitting across the room, said, yes, Ironside is a good show! I didn’t show the bloke my surprise at his long delayed response to my earlier remarks, but it reminded me of a story that my Grandfather had told us. 

Grandpa Mitchell sat in a compartment of a train, which was travelling from Warrnambool to Melbourne. There was another gentleman sitting opposite him. Grandad said, that’s a big haystack, to which, there was no reply. About an hour later, the man said, yes, that was a big haystack! 

I spent a day in Chicago, before leaving for Los Angeles. I took a trip on the world famous "L". The "L", which is short for elevated railway, forms a loop around downtown Chicago. Contrary to common belief, the Chicago City area, which is known as the "loop" didn’t take that name from the "L" route. But, rather, the name loop, came from the former cable car lines, that formed the original transport "loop" in Chicago. I also travelled on a double deck diesel hauled suburban train. I washed my shirt in the hand basin of the Men’s room at Union Station. Then, I used the hand drier to achieve a "rapid" dry. Sound’s funny, but it worked! 

I boarded the "Southwest Limited", for the trip to Los Angeles, via Kansas City and Alburquerque, New Mexico. That train was a direct descendant of the world famous Santa Fe trains of the old West. The Atcheson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway operated the "Super Chief" over the same route as the Amtrak "Southwest Limited". In fact, some of the cars that I travelled on, were used formerly by the Santa Fe. The double deck cars, which had been used on the "El Capitan", were built to such a high standard that Amtrak had a fleet of similar cars constructed for use throughout the Western United States. The "Superliner" double deck cars are among the best passenger trains in the world. 

I did 11,000 miles of train travel during my three weeks in the US and Mexico! It was a case of, "ride now"; I may never get back! As it turned out, I returned to the USA in 1976, ’77, and 1980. 

I met an Australian woman on the train. She was not over impressed with the scenic highlights of the "Southwest Limited". I explained that although the train travelled through some nice country, the trip from Chicago to San Francisco via Denver and Grand Junction, was far more scenic! I was asked to leave the Dome car, and return to my "coach" seat, by a porter. In those days, only "first class" passengers were permitted to travel in the Dome car. That rule was a "hangover" from the Santa Fe days. The "Super Chief" had the Dome cars, whilst the "El Capitan" was an "all coach" train. The "El Cap" had a very nice lounge car and a dining car, but no Dome cars. 

I will describe a few highlights of my rail travel on the 1974 trip. Then, I will discuss my other American rail trips, in a separate chapter. Further, I will publish a map showing all of the lines that I travelled on, during my four visits to the USA. 

The "North Coast Hiawatha". I count myself as fortunate to have travelled on the "North Coast Hi", from Chicago to Seattle. That train got the "Chop" in 1979, along with other trains that I travelled on. Such as the "Floridian" from Miami to Chicago, via Birmingham and Nashville. 

The "North Coast Hiawatha" route has a long history, just as the other famous train from Chicago to Seattle, the "Empire Builder", has. Anyhow, I enjoyed my trip across the Great Plains of North Dakota and through splendid mountain country in Montana. 

I spent hours sitting in a Dome car, talking to a farmer from Montana. The lights were off for the night, and we could see the stars through the glass covered ceiling of the Dome car. I should explain that a "Dome" car is a special vehicle, designed for sightseeing. Seating is located on the lower level and a staircase leads to the upstairs glassed in area. One can see over the roof of the train, giving "forward" vision. There were different types of Dome cars. I won’t go into detail here, about the various types of Dome cars. However, these vehicles were unique. No other form of transport ever developed, could match the Dome car, as a means of seeing the countryside! 

During the 1940’s and until the formation of Amtrak in 1971, many trains had round end observation cars. Some of these cars operated for some years after Amtrak was formed. A lounge area was situated at the rear of the car, allowing people to view the track. End platform lounge-observation cars, such as the "Yarra", were forerunners of the round end cars. Australia has a handful of round end observation cars, but loading gauge problems prevented the introduction of the "Ultimate" type of observation car, Dome car! 

The "Coast Daylight/Starlight" sounds like a train that can’t make up its mind, doesn’t it? As one would expect, there is a bit of "history" here! 

The Southern Pacific Railway Company operated one of the world’s most famous trains. The Los Angeles to San Francisco "Coast Daylight" was hauled by the streamlined GS4 class steam locomotive. Both the loco and the train were painted in a bright color scheme. When diesels took over from steam, the tradition of matching colors was continued for many years. 

The SP ran the "Shasta Daylight" from Oakland, across the bay from San Francisco, to Portland Origon. Other train services operated from Portland to Seattle, and eventually to Vancouver, Canada. There was also a Los Angeles to San Diago service, which was operated by the Santa Fe railway. When Amtrak was formed, most intercity rail services were taken over from their private railroad owners. 

An employee at Amtrak head office, said during a casual discussion, why not run a train all the way from San Dieago to Vancouver? We are in control of the trains now, so there is nothing to stop us! Thus, the LA-San Franciso "Coast Daylight" was extended to Vancourver. And, as the Oakland-Portland segment was to be "flipped" from a daylight to an overnight service, the name "starlight" was chosen. The "daylight" part of the name, was dropped. The "Coast Starlight" is one of the most popular trains in America, today. It operates from Los Angeles to Seattle, Washington. 

After cris-crossing the USA, it was time to take the short train trip from Miami to Fort Lauderdale, so that I could board my ship. I was both happy and sad. Happy that my three weeks in the USA had been a success, and sad to be leaving! 

I found a rare thing in For Lauderdale, an Aussie style, fish and chip shop! The chips were more like potato "Wedges", but the meal was a wonderful treat, after countless burgers and hot dogs! 

I took a taxi to Port Everglades, where the "Australis" was berthed. The longwinded "check-in" followed. 

Force ten gale. The ten-day trip across the Atlantic, was under way. Half way into that boring trip, things "Livened up", you could say! A major storm blew up. 

Ropes were tied throughout the ship, so that people could hold on, and not fall over. I came down for breakfast, only to find that about 12 passengers were in the dining room. All of the other passengers, were too sick to move! With the ship rolling from side to side, I ordered a full breakfast. Corn flakes, bacon and eggs, coffee, and toast. Part way through my meal, the sea smashed through the porthole, washing the plates off the next table! A cabin mate and I were brave, or stupid enough, to go out onto the rear deck of the ship. Waves were towering above the ship. Wow! The storm was with us, for three days. 

Finally, after not seeing land for ten days, the "Australis" arrived in Southampton, England. It was November, and very cold, when compared to the USA. I wasn’t exaggerating much, when I said to my family and friends, the Sun rose at 9:00am and set at 3:00pm! 

Despite the cold weather, I had a two-day stopover in Southampton, and I wasn’t going to waste my time. I set out for the Southampton railway station. I noticed some very old rails in a siding. They were bolted to the sleepers, which was an age-old method of building railway track. I boarded a rail car for a brief excursion. After being cold before getting on the train, then enjoying the warmth of the train, I became very ill, when I stepped out into the cold air again, at a railway station! I vomited onto the railway track! Somehow, I travelled back to the ship. I was so ill, that I don’t recall the train trip back to dockside. I was pleased to lie in my airconditioned cabin. 

The next day, I took a day trip by coach to London. There had been an all out garbage strike, for over a week! Stinking rubbish littered the streets. We were taken past many well-known landmarks. Buckingham Palace, Tower of London, etc. The impression of broken glass concreted into the top of the walls surrounding the Palace to stop unwanted guests, is still fresh in my mind! So too, my meal at a London restaurant. 

Steep narrow steps, led down to a very large, noisy, crowded restaurant. The tour coach passengers were seated, and orders were taken for lunch. I picked roast beef and Yorkshire pudding. Yorkshire "pud", for readers who don’t know, is a soft white pastry or bred, beside mashed potatoes and gravy. Just the sort of simple "fare" that I enjoy, I must confess! 

Loud shouting by a huge baldheaded man with a strong "Cockney" accent, penetrated every nook and cranny of the room! Waitresses moving with the speed of light, swished around, setting or clearing, tables. When asked if I enjoyed my lunch, I said, "yes", but I didn’t like the way that the man shouted at staff. I was told that he and the staff enjoyed drinks together after work. I wasn’t convinced! 

The next time that I was in London, was 1980. I validated my "Britrail" pass, and got out of town, fast! 

The next port of call for the ship was Rottadam, Holland. Before arrival, I asked some passengers and staff if they were any trams in Rottadam. The emphatic answer was "no". They were all wrong! I took some tram photos. I also booked onto a tour to the Delf Pottery Works and other points of interest. We also passed the "Haig", which is the Dutch Parliament House. 

The Australis sailed for warmer climes, at last! The Canary Island’s were the next place that we spent a day in. That tourist resort is well known, for attracting rich people. But, frankly, the beach was a stone covered mud flat, so I couldn’t understand what the fuss was about! The beach was "cheek to jowl" with deck chairs, and not the slightest amount of shade! 

Capetown was our next port of call. Whilst I sat on the deck, awaiting permission to leave for a day of sightseeing, steam loco’s shunted freight cars back and forth along the docks. Magic! I counted twelve steam engines. 

It was Sunday, the shops were closed, and few people were on the streets. I made my way to the railway station. As I approached the building, I saw two doors. One for white’s, one for black people! I almost laughed out aloud; both doors led directly into the same large room! Separate eating areas, booking offices etc, were evident. There were also separate taxis, buses, and so on. Politics aside, what an incredible waste of resources! Fortunately for all concerned, that situation has now been done away with. 

I took a taxi to the summit of Table Mountain to enjoy the wonderful view! 

I was afraid to travel anywhere by train, as I had heard of trains being bombed and passengers shot to death. Not this little black duck! 

I met a passenger on the ship who had paid out a lot of money, just to sail around the world, without leaving the ship. That was, except for the days in port. I tried, unsuccessfully, to convince the man to leave the ship in Fremanle [ Perth] , and travel across Australia by train. I pointed out two facts. One, that he would at least see some of the countryside. And, secondly, he would reach Sydney, well before the Australis got there! Not wishing to "typecast" anyone, but the gentleman was a Scotsman, and the Scots are known for being thrifty! Frankly, I considered the option of travelling by train from Perth to Sydney, as simply common sense! 

I enjoyed a day riding suburban trains in Perth. A few days later, we reached Melbourne. My first overseas trip, was over! 

I had many stories to tell family and friends. And, yes, I began to plan another trip "stateside", in a year or two. 

CHAPTER 9: 
AMERICAN TRIPS IN 1976 AND 1977
I was working in Sydney Parcels in 1975. What a decisive year 1975 was, in politics, in Australia! Rather like the collapse of Melbourne’s West Gate Bridge, I can remember exactly where I was, when the Whitlam Government was sacked by the Governor-General, Sir John Kerr. I was loading parcels into a van, at the dock platform, near platform one, Sydney Terminal station. The place was in turmoil, as most railway employees were “Laborites”. I was a Liberal Party supporter, so I just about jumped for joy at the news! The one thing that Labor supporters overlook, even about thirty years after the event, is that more than a million ALP voters gave their vote to the Liberal/National Party Coalition, at the election on the 13th of December 1975, instead of voting for Whitlam! 

I was working in the dock platform in ’75, with Bob Eggins. I mentioned that I would be going to the USA, in mid-1976. He said, do you want some company? I thought that he was joking, but it turned out that he was serious. Bob wasn’t a rail fan. However, he enjoyed train travel, so the American trip would be good. I planned our itinerary, made hotel bookings, etc. He was quite happy with that situation. We discussed things like visiting the Grand Canyon, San Diego Zoo, etc. He was well aware of the extensive train travel and the fact that I planned certain days riding transit systems and so on. Indeed, he would do his own thing in cities such as San Francisco, where I would “belt” the public transport system! 

Bob and I were sitting in a park in San Francisco, just taking it easy. A hobo came up and asked for money. When I politely rebuffed the fellow, he said, as he walked away, you little puke! It wasn't what he said, but the manner in which he said it, that sticks in my mind. 

Whilst Bob went souvenir shopping, I rode all of the tram routes. plus a couple of trolley bus services. We both travelled on the “Bart” system and rode the Cable Cars, the next day. A transport vehicle enthusiast could have designed San Francisco!  What other city has trams, trolley buses, double deck diesel hauled suburban trains, cable cars, and a broad gauge rapid transit system? None! And since my last visit to San Franciso in 1980, many extensions to the transport network have taken place. Putting the fact that San Franciso is the “Gay” Capital of the World, aside, it is a wonderful place to visit! 

We travelled on the “Coast Starlight” to Seattle. We rode the Monorail to the “Space Needle” and enjoyed a trip on a ferry. 

The “Empire Builder” sat in the long platform in King St Station, Seattle. Bob did something I haven’t seen before. He threw away his packet of cigarettes, with a flourish, and said, I am giving up smoking! I was glad, as I don’t like the stink of tobacco. We put our bags away in the luggage rack. Once our tickets were checked, we took seats in the full-length Dome car. To our amazement no other passengers were there!  The trip through the mountains was a real delight. Finally, we reached Yakima, Washington. 
Yakima is a somewhat ordinary sort of place, except for one thing. That “thing” is the Yakima Interurban Line! As a “Bi-Centenary” project, the good folk of Yakima decided to introduce a tourist tram service. Now, your first thought might be, how could a small city build a tourist tramway. In fact, an electric railway system already existed in Yakama, for hauling frieght! Bob and I both enjoyed our tram ride. 

We rode the “Empire Builder” from Yakama to Chicago. 

We had an uneventful trip from Chicago to Denver. We stayed overnight in Denver, before boarding the “Rio Grande Zephyr”. That train trip was planned to be a major highlight of our holiday. I had “primed” Bob to expect a great trip. We arrived early at Union Station. Tickets were purchased, and we took seats in the dining car. The train was seven cars long. But four of those, were Dome cars! The climb out of Denver was everything one would expect. Tunnels, snow capped mountains, and the “Zephyr” travelled beside the Rio Grande River, for many miles.  Then, the train came to a halt, in the middle of nowhere! I could tell that something was wrong.  No freight trains passed by in the opposite direction. Word got out that a rockslide had blocked the line. Coaches were arranged to take the “Zephyr” passengers towards Salt Lake City. Bob sat in the dark bus, in boredom. I, on the other hand, enjoyed a discussion with the conductor of the “Zephyr”. We talked about railway history and trains in general. A fellow sitting behind us, said in the end, will you two keep the volume down! We reached Salt Lake City at 1:00am. 

The next morning, I said to Bob, I am coming back to ride the “Zephyr” next year!  He couldn’t believe it! To say that Bob was stunned would be an understatement. But, I was not kidding, did return to travel on the “Zephyr” in 1977! 

We were conveyed by bus to Ogden Utah, to make a connection to the Westbound “San Francisco Zephyr”. In those days, the Denver and Rio Grande Western, railroad, ran the “Rio Grande Zephry”, whilst Amtrak operated the “San Francisco Zephyr”, via the Union Pacific line. The Amtrak train now runs via the former “Rio Grande Zephyr” route, between Denver and Salt Lake City. Which, by the way, is far more scenic than the UP route, via Cheyanne.  The run through Reno and Sacramento to Oakland/San Francisco, is quite scenic. After an overnight stay in San Francisco, we rode the “Coast Daylight” to Los Angeles. There are some nice views on that line. 

The “Sunset Limited” departs from Los Angeles late at night. We travelled to El Paso, Texas. The reason for picking El Paso, for a stopover, was that I had read about the trams in that city. I spotted some GM “Old Look” buses, stopping at a tram safety zone. I asked at a store whether the trams  {called trolley cars, in the USA}, were still operating. Sorry, sir, but the trolleys haven’t operated here, for years! She was correct. The tracks were there, as was the overhead wire, but no trams! We were able to find the tram depot, which contained boarded up PCC cars. That, to me, was a sad sight indeed! 
The “Sunset” took us to a city that certainly has trams. New Orleans had just one tram route, when we paid a visit. The St Charles Avenue streetcar line, is well known around the World. The wooden bodied trams of New Orleans were built in 1929. Which, by the way, is the same year that the Adelaide “H” class tramcars were built. The “H” class cars even look like the New Orleans trams. The New Orleans depot has both trams and buses in residence, as did the old Adelaide City tram depot. 

We enjoyed our tram trips. At one stage, We got off the tram to take some photos. A black man drove slowly past Bob and I, pointing a gun at us! I was busy taking photos. Bob turned “pale” and he stuttered out the fact that we had almost been shot! 

The “Panama Limited” travelled from New Orleans to Chicago. All went well. The train was renamed the “City of New Orleans” in later years. 

We spent a few hours in the “Windy City”, before leaving for the Flagstaff Arizona. The “Southwest Limited" gave us a thrilling 90mph ride on the high quality Santa Fe rail route. The AT&SF main line, has always been a very fast line. We stayed at a motel near the Santa Fe tracks in Flagstaff. Trains roared through town on a regular basis. At one point, I opened the curtain to watch one of the fast moving freights go through. Bob woke up, blinked in the light, and said, don’t you ever give up! He became so angry with me, that he threatened to “split up”, and head his own way, if I continued my “odd” behaviour! I agreed that I should have left the blind closed, and simply listened to the train. We got along well, after I offered an apology. 

We took a coach to the Grand Canyon. We were both speechless at the sight of the canyon! We enjoyed the visit a great deal. We walked down the canyon to the first water hole. A return trip of 12 hours! From the rim, one could see tiny specks through a telescope. These “specks” were people riding up from the Colorado River on donkeys. It took those people all day to ride to the top of the canyon. Such is the huge size of the Grand Canyon! A wonderful place to visit. I know that Bob enjoyed the 1976 trip to the USA as much as I did. 

Before closing this chapter, I must mention a very special rail trip that I took in 1977. 

In the USA, “mixed” passenger/freight trains were as rare as hen’s teeth! Apart from a handful of tourist railways and a few obscure freight routes which  allowed one or two passengers to ride in the “Caboose”, or in the Australian language, the guards van, there was only one genuine operator of “mixed” trains in the US. The Georgia Railroad had an agreement that was entered into last century. That agreement was that so long as the company provided passenger services on it’s lines, no state taxes would be levied! Doubtless, such a provision ensured that the people living in many rural parts of Georgia would have transportation to their nearest major population centre. I would point out that parts of the state were isolated, and to a certain extent, are still “out of the way”, today. Last century and indeed, until after WW2, the railroads made a lot of money from carrying passengers. Losses set in by the 1950’s. The Georgia Railroad operated loco hauled passenger train on the Atlanta-Augusta main line, were replaced with a single “Budd” car. Mixed trains ran on various branch lines, which connected to/from the RDC. Then, the main line gained a “mixed” train. However, the railroad dared not remove the remaining passenger services, due to the agreement that I have described. 

The Amtrak timetable listed the Atlanta-Augusta mixed. Like many rail fans, I felt that I must ride that train! 

I left New Orleans on the “Southern Crescent” for Atlanta. I checked into a motel near the Peachtree railway station. I simply looked up the Georgia Railroad in the phone book, and contacted the office. I was told that the train left from the rail yard, which was situated in a “bad” part of town. But, the man with a strong Southern accent said, you-all can get the train in Decatur, which is a few miles out of Atlanta. I rose early, so as not to miss the 7:00am departure of the train. A taxi dropped me outside the 1891 built, railroad depot in Decatur. It was still dark.  I stood on the platform, waiting for somebody to show up! A man approached the station, holding the keys to the station masters office.  He seemed surprised to see me. Can I help you? Yes, I was told to tell you, that I want the Augusta train to stop for me. Come on in, he said. 

Lobby groups and thousands of individuals, fought hard to save at least a  “basic” national passenger network. In effect, half of the passenger train services were cut out, when Amtrak was created. Railroads that wouldn’t pay Amtrak to take over their services, included the “Southern” Railway, the D&RGW, the CRI&P, and the “Georgia”, which I was about to sample! Bad news. The “mixed” was awaiting freight from connecting railroads, and would be four hours late! Passengers were not a priority. However, I enjoyed my discussion with the Decater station dispatcher and other rail employees. We went across the road to a snack bar. I ordered a breakfast of ham, eggs, and harmony grits. Warning: harmony grits, is an acquired taste!  At around 12:00 noon, the roar of big GM power, was heard approaching. Four units passed, plus 84 freight cars, a sleeping car, and a Bi-Centennial  painted caboose! 

My mouth was wide open, in disbelief! The train screeched to a stop, wheels smoking, sparks flying! This was no “Aussie” style train. It was huge! In Australia the typical “Mixed” train, might have a single diesel up front, and say, twenty freight cars. Plus, one passenger car, and a guards van. 

The train’s conductor stepped out of the caboose, swiftly placing a step box in front of the sleeping car door. I hurried up the stairs, with the conductor right behind me. He gave the “right of way” by radio, and the train “jumped” into action! I was shown into a double bedroom that had the partition folded back. Thus, there were two double bedrooms, for my sole use. Indeed, the entire car was mine! The fare was less than six dollars!  The travel bargain of the century! I asked why the fare was so low. I was told that the railroad hadn’t dared to request a fare rise, as the authorities might remove the “no state taxes” deal! 

I was in a rail fan heaven. I opened the Dutch door, so that I could catch the breeze, and take photos of the train and the interesting sights along the way. This was genuine “backwoods” America. Houses without any paint, rusted farm machinery, and swings on verandas that looked straight out of a movie! 

I leaned across the metal gate at the rear of the sleeping car, and shouted a couple of comments to the conductor. He invited me into the caboose. Magic! I was riding in an old style American caboose. I rode in the elevated seat, overlooking the train. 

The train shunted various sidings. At one spot there was a huge Blackberry bush, filled with beautiful ripe berries! The conductor said, let’s go get a feed! I replied, are you sure that the train won’t leave without us! No, I am in charge, the engineer won’t move without my say so! I joined the man in harvesting the delicious Blackberries. 

I was glad to have some food. The train took eight hours to travel from Atlanta to Augusta. The timetable had the trip down as a four-hour journey! It was about 8:00pm, when we finally rolled into the yard in Augusta, Georgia. A car arrived beside the caboose to pick up the conductor, as it would have been a long walk for him to the station, otherwise. I was kindly offered a lift to a motel, where I enjoyed a hearty meal, and a good night’s sleep. 

The next Morning, I boarded a Greyhound bus, for Atlanta.  We left Augusta at 10:00am and reached Atlanta at 12:45pm. The coach used the “Interstate” all the way, so we didn’t see much. What a boring way to travel! I would have preferred to have taken an “all stops” service, so that I could have at least seen some of the towns, on the way. 

The Atlanta-Augusta mixed train, was a highlight of my 1977 US holiday. 

CHAPTER 10: 
AMERICA AND BRITAIN IN 1980
I am the kind of person who plans a trip in detail, say, 12/18 months in advance. Over the years, I have travelled overseas a number of times. Most of my plans have worked out, fairly well. My 1980 trip was going to be a big one! I had studied the "Cooks" Worldwide timetable, in detail. I wanted to visit the USA, Canada, Britain, Europe, and South Africa! An ambitious plan, I think one would agree! I already had a non-refundable deposit paid for a trip on the "Blue Train" in South Africa, so I was quite confidant that it was "all systems go", for this one! 

My QANTAS flight arrived in Los Angeles, on time. I overlooked mentioning that Bob Eggins and I had travelled on Pan-Am to the USA, in 1976. So what, you say! Well, this is what happened, to ensure that I would use QANTAS for most of my future overseas trips. 

We arrived in Honalulu. An announcement was made that there would be a delay due to the fact that the cargo door couldn’t be closed. I got out of the plane to see what was going on. Shock, horror! A man was welding the door closed! We continued our flight. Upon arrival in America, an announcement was made that there would be a delay in receiving our luggage. Yes, they had to cut a hole in the plane, to get the baggage out! 

Anyhow, returning to the story 

I was determined to travel on a few of the trains that I had read about in railway magazines, over the years. I would also be visiting Canada for the first time. 

As I have discussed some of my US rail trips already, I will describe some of what I did in Canada. 

I visited a cousin of my friend Mike Soccio, in Albany, the Capital City of New York State. In fact the family lived in nearby Troy. We sat up and talked about Mike and his family until 1:30am, on my first evening there! Mike has not met his American side of the family, since they departed Italy, before the Second World War. I was begged to stay another day, but I said that my planned schedule wouldn’t permit that. 

I left the Amtrak train in Buffalo, where I would board a connecting train to Toronto, Canada. The Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo train consisted of two Budd RDC cars. I was delighted to travel on such a rare "bird" as that train! Budd cars had become fairly hard to find, by 1980. The train made good time into Toronto. The TH&B was a member of a very special group of US rail operators, at the time. As many readers will know, Amtrak was formed in 1971, as a result of an act of the US Congress. The need for a National Rail Passenger System was quite evident, due to the downturn in patronage taking place during the 1960’s. The private rail operators were attempting to get rid of most, if not all, of their passenger trains. 

Toronto has a lot to offer the public transport fan. There are trams, trolley buses, and an underground railway, for a start. There is also an extensive suburban rail system. In fact, I would place Toronto just a rung or two below San Francisco, for public transport interest. By "Interest", read variety of vehicle types, not frequency of service. New York would top Toronto and San Francisco for the shear number of trains and buses operated, during the day. But New York doesn’t have the cable cars, trams, or trolley buses that it once had, many years ago! 

I also visited Niagara Falls. I took a day tour by bus. I was told, but I don’t know if it is correct, that the railway station is some distance from the falls. Like the incorrect information about there being no trams in Rottadam, one can be tricked into taking an option that turns out to be more expensive that what is expected. Or, perhaps the railway station was within walking distance of Niagara Falls, I never found out! Anyhow, it was a wonderful place to see. 

I bought a seven-dollar watch, at Niagara Falls. It was almost my downfall! I thought that I had plenty of time before the coach was due to leave for Toronto. It turned out that the bus was waiting for me. I was ten minutes late. But, when I did got it fixed, it kept good time. 

I rode the "Super Continental" from Toronto to Winnipeg. I had a berth in a "section" sleeping car. A "section" is an economy class sleeping berth. Seats convert into sleeping berths at night. Just like in the old, classic, comedy movies, these cars had curtains pulled across for privacy. The extra capacity of the car was traded off for cheaper fares! It was fun. 

After an overnight stay in Winnipeg, I took the "Mixed" train to Churchill, Manatoba. That train trip was one of the best that I have taken. Although the country was very different from Australia, the run to Churchill was as far "outback" as one can get, in Australia or Canada, by train. There are no roads into Churchill. One must fly or use the train. And, the shipping season in Churchill lasts for only about three months of the year! Churchill is the "gateway" to the Artic Circle! 

On the way to Churchill, I was able to have a "cab" ride on the F7 diesel. There is a short branch line off the Winnipeg-Churchill line, to an outpost called Thompson. I travelled from Thompson to the junction of the Churchill line. I did a half-day tour of Churchill. One could see Whales, Moose, and other exotic wildlife. It was fairly cold, despite the fact that it was mid-summer. I heard that it was 4 Deg Celsius, but as it was sunny and there was little wind, I enjoyed my day. I retraced my steps to Winnipeg. Whilst there, I was told about an old rail motor that was in storage, along with a very old "American" type 4-4-0 steam loco. In a way, it is understandable that a rare steam loco would be saved and restored, but more luck would be needed to have a 1920’s rail motor survive intact! The "Mack" rail bus was a true "classic". The car had been in regular use, hauling construction workers to and from a dam project. 

I continued my Westward trip, on the "Super Continental". I reached Edmonton. As far as I was concerned, I was quite disappointed with Edmonton. There was nothing wrong with the place, as a city. But, their trolley bus system only operated on Monday to Saturday. I was there on a Sunday! 

I boarded a coach for Whitehorse. via the ALCAN Highway. By the way, the word ALCAN stands for ALaska-CANada! The trip through spectacular mountains was well worthwhile. However, much of the so-called "Highway" was in fact a gravel road! I shouldn’t complain though, there are similar roads in Australia, that are called Highways, but which are not Highways, in the accepted sense of the word! 

There was plenty of snow, ice, and mud, around. What must the place be like in winter? 

Whitehorse is really out of the way! By the time that I got there, I had developed a very severe head cold! I took a heap of headache tablets and a double dose of vitamin "C" tablets! I also used the age-old trick of heaping blankets onto my bed, to sweat the cold out of my body. It worked! 

The next morning I made my way to the railway station. I was delighted to see the 3’ gauge rolling stock in the yard. I really like narrow gauge railways! By "narrow" I mean anything from 15-inch gauge lines, such as the "Romney Hythe and Dimchurch" railway in England, right through to the 3" gauge WP&Y that I was about to travel on. To my way of thinking, the 3’6" gauge used in Queensland, WA, the Philippines and New Zealand, isn’t narrow enough for me! Whilst some readers won’t understand my views on this subject, other people will "nod" in agreement! 

We had a long train. This was, after all, the peak tourist season. Excitement was in the air, and everyone was in a good mood. The G.E powered loco, pulled the train out of Whitehorse. The scenery changed along the way. Mostly, we travelled through wonderful mountain country. About half way to Skagway, we stopped at a railway station for lunch. The northbound train came in at about the same time. Thus, there were about 700 people sitting down to lunch at the same time! Chaos? No way, the refreshment room staff were well prepared for the big crowd! I only wish that roadhouses in Australia could serve a coach load of passengers as quickly as the WP&Y managed! Seriously, why does it take half an hour to serve 40 people, at some roadhouses? Its not like they haven’t done it before, is it! As the train was approaching Skagway, I asked for some advice about a suitable hotel. The answer was simple. There was, it seemed, only two choices. One could pay $50 a night at an airconditioned motel, or just $5.00 at the "5th Avenue Bunk House" As fifty bucks was a lot of money in 1980, I opted for the Bunk House! My decision turned out to be a poor one. I spent a freezing sleepless night in Skagway. At one point, I became so desperate for warmth; I pulled the mattress off one of the spare bunks, and used it to cover myself. I looked for all the world, like a giant hotdog, lying on a bed! 

At Dawn, I had a shower and got dressed. I wasn’t very happy with my situation, but once I had enjoyed a decent breakfast, I put my stay at the bunkhouse behind me! 

The train left Skagway with a near capacity crowd on board. In fact, an additional train was being readied for passengers from a cruise ship, which had just arrived in port. The weather was crisp and cool, but sunny. 

On my way back to Whitehorse, I could see the scar across the canyon, being left by road building gangs. A "Highway" was under construction between Whitehorse and Skagway. I am not a "Greenie", but such a development would ruin the entire region! Sure enough, the line was closed once the highway opened! However, the good news is, the line has been reopened, once again! 

I was feeling in much better health, by the time that I booked into the hotel in Whitehorse, on my second visit to the town. So much so, that I quite enjoyed riding the bus towards Fairbanks. At least, during the daylight running. 

After a seemingly endless trip, I reached Fairbanks, Alaska. I made a seat booking for the "Aurora" to Anchorage, the State Capital. A good nights sleep was in order, before boarding the train to Anchorage I took some photos at the railway station in Fairbanks. The train was hauled by a "classic" F7 diesel. Better still, there was a Dome car to ride in! Although the route wasn’t quite as beautiful as the WP&S route, I sure wasn’t complaining! 

I found out about a nice rail trip that I could take during my stopover in Anchorage. The train to Portage, passed "living" Glaciers, which meant that the ice was slowly flowing forward! Of course, I do mean slowly, like a few inches a year! Like the situation in Churchill Manatoba, no roads go to Portage. So, once again, people are forced to endure a very scenic ride by train! In reality, of course, nobody would complain about relaxing while travelling through spectacular countryside! A shortage of time forced me to "cheat" and fly from Anchorage to San Francisco, where I joined a flight to London. 

Advertising indicated that the QANTAS flight would fly to England over the Artic Circle I thought that would mean that we would see something, but I was wrong! Far below the plane, one could just make out that we were flying over ice. Big deal! 

Jet Lag, isn’t funny. It takes at least 24 hours to recover from it. Anyhow, when I reached London, I took the first available "Tube" train into the city. If I recall correctly, the train seemed to take about an hour to reach town. Or, perhaps a few minutes less than an hour. In any case, it was a long ride on a cramped, noisy, crowded underground train. These days, a high-speed train service operates to Heathrow Airport, using airconditioned cars, and doing the run in 30 minutes! 

Some readers may not "forgive" me for this, but I got out of London on the first available long distance train! I simply validated my "Britrail" pass, and travelled to Peterborough, in Northern England. My system upon arriving in a new location was to find a hotel close to the railway station and check in. The reasons for this are twofold. Firstly, I wouldn’t need to carry my suitcase too far, and secondly, I would be travelling around the area by train, if a local rail service operated in that city. 

I have some notes put away somewhere, detailing my travels in Britain and Ireland. However, I will outline a few impressions of the places that I went, and some of the people that I met. 

I was quite tired from my long flight from the USA to England. So, all I wanted to do, after checking into a hotel in Peterborough, was a deep, hot bath, followed by a deep sleep! I ordered a room with a bath. The bath must have been designed for midgets, as it was six feet long, at the most. Still, I filled it up, and sank in. The next morning, I was almost recovered from jetlag. I ordered Kippers, which are a very English breakfast. Like the Harmoney Grits in America, Kippers are an acquired taste. Still, I had to try both of those "Delicacies", as I had heard so much about them! 

My next destination was York, home of the famous railway museum. Now, I am a fan of Australian and American trains, not British railways. However, I wanted to see the former Tasmanian "Garrett", 2’ gauge steam locomotive. Whilst I enjoyed seeing all of the other exhibits, that loco was the main attraction for me. Sorry, BR fans! Next, I went to Manchester. The one thing that I enjoyed there, were the wonderful old double deck buses! I had heard the jokes about pommies going to Blackpool for their ‘ollidies, every year, so I just had to visit the place! There was a better reason for me to visit Blackpool, though. Trams! There was only one tram line in Blackpool. Single and double deck trams operate on the line, which is fairly long. The reason that the line survived is that, like the Adelaide-Glenelg tramway, the route is mostly on a separate right of way, and tourist traffic ensures constant patronage! 

I had read about Scotland. One of the facts that I had learnt, was that Thurso, was the Northernmost point that one can travel to in Britain, by train. Although I travelled extensively in England, nothing that I saw, could compare with the scenic value of Scotland and Ireland. That’s my opinion, so take it or leave it! I travelled from Blackpool to Preston by bus, then on to Glasgow by train. Another train took me to Edinburgh. I would point out that for very little extra cost, one could travel in style, provided that a first class "Britrail" pass is purchased before leaving home! The claim that it is better to travel with the "real" people in second class, is total nonsense! In second class, one is forced to endure great crowds of smelly back packers and other assorted "riff raff". No thank you! I checked into an older style, but expensive hotel, across the street from the station in Edinburgh. I don’t recall the tariff, but it was about double what I expected to pay. As the place was so close to the railway station, I didn’t bother finding a less costly hotel. 

Scottish isn’t a foreign language, but when I attempted to have a meaningful discussion with an elderly "Highlander" gentleman, on the Edinburgh-Aberdeen train, it sounded like one! In the end, I became so embarrassed, that I did what all "wogs" do, I just said yes where I thought a "yes" should go, whilst straining to understand what the man said! The Scotts were friendly and helpful people. 

I enjoyed an overnight stay in the quiet city of Aberdeen. The next morning, I travelled to the furthermost "outpost" of the BR system, Thurso. Perhaps I should qualify my statement. The town of Wick, may be further from London, than Thurso, but it isn’t the northernmost point of the rail system. Thuso hold’s that honour! 

Geogemas is the junction for both the Thurso and Wick lines. Trains head Northwest to Thurso or Southeast to Wick, from Georgemas, which is really only a tiny place. Little more than just a railway station and a scattering of other buildings, as far as I recall. Anyhow, the train reached Thurso, after a long haul through the relative "emptiness" of the Scottish Highlands. By emptiness, I mean that the train travelled perhaps fifty miles without passing a town or even a farmhouse! Which, by Australian or American standards isn’t much emptiness! Which isn’t to belittle the area, I enjoyed seeing the Highlands of Scotland. 

I was walking around Thurso, when I decided that I needed a snack. I ordered sandwiches and a cold Coke. I was "warned" sternly, that "cold" Coke would cost me a Penny more than an "off the shelf" can of Coke! Why is that, I asked. The cost of refrigeration, was her reply! I thought, this is literally "penny pinching", if I ever saw it! In Australia, one expects cold soft drinks, when sitting down to a meal. Travel is meant to broaden the mind. But, hot Coke with a meal? Are you kidding! 

I spent a night in Inverness before boarding a bus to Fort William. That bus trip was taken so that I could say that I have passed the famous Lock Ness! Where, of course, I had my eyes pealed for Nessy, but I didn’t see the monster! 

At Fort William, I took a train to Glasgow. It’s a funny thing, but the reputation of a place, can ruin the opportunity of seeing it. I had heard about the tough street gangs in Glasgow, giving people a "Glasgee smile". Which means, having one’s throat cut, "ear to ear", so to speak! I decided that I didn’t need surgery, so I boarded an overnight sleeping car to London! The BR sleeping cars are all "Twinette" types. The odd thing about that is, if you request a single room, you get a bed in a twinette compartment! There are no purpose designed "Roomette" or single berth cabins on BR trains. I travelled on a series of rail routes around England. My last train trip was on a sleeping car from London to Fishguard. I still have a vivid memory of riding the non-airconditioned train, with the window open, whist it was travelling at 100mph! It seems odd to an Aussie to read a notice on the end of a railway carriage, "100mph speed limited". Which meant that while some trains on particular routes could travel at up to 125mph, other trains were limited to "Only" 100mph! 

The train sat at the platform in Fishguard for a few hours. Passengers could remain in their sleeping berths until morning. At about 7:00am, the conductor came to wake me. It’s time to board the ferry for Ireland, Sir, he said. 

The ferry was a fairly large vessel. One could obtain a meal on board, which I did. Then, I had trouble finding a place to get away from the legion of smokers, that occupied the ferry. The problem of people smoking "at will" dogged me, in Ireland. There are certain countries where smoking is so much a part of the culture that it is very hard to curtail it! China, Japan, the Philippines, and Ireland are in the "smoke anywhere" club. Australia, the USA, New Zealand, and Singapore are in the ever-increasing "anti-smoking" club. Thank God, for that! Just so you will know that I am not exaggerating, let me illustrate my point. 

I boarded a ten car train in Dublin, of which, eight were "smoking" cars! Then, when I sat in one of the two non-smoking cars, a bloke lit a cigarette! I became angry, and I mean mad! Other passengers couldn’t understand what the "fuss" was about, and a couple of people said so. Only at the threat to get the guard to take action, did peace return to the carriage. But, before peace reigned, I had to "plead" for the right to travel in smoke free conditions, which is something that we in Australia, take for granted, these day’s. 

When I arrived at the port, I found my way to a railway station. In those days, the Dublin suburban rail system was operated with diesel hauled train sets, and rail cars. Sort of a run down version of the Adelaide rail system. I was shocked at the hard plastic seats on the train that I used to reach central Dublin! 

I found a nice hotel, and checked in. Travel tip. Always check the availability of "Day Rover" tickets, tourist passes etc, when visiting a city overseas. I obtained a seven day unlimited travel pass, for all Government operated rail and bus services. I "thrashed" the pass for five days! I rode all of the passenger rail routes in Ireland, except for the line from Dublin to Belfast. I wasn’t prepared to be shot in the "cross fire" between Catholic’s and Protestants! 

I met a rail fan on the Cork to Dublin train. I noticed that he was keeping exact timings between stations, etc. Like "train spotting" the clocking of train "Performance" seems to be a aspect of the railway hobby practiced in Britain and Europe, but not so much in the USA or Australia. To each his own. 

I was invited to the rail enthusiast’s home for dinner. The invitation came about after we had discussed a shared interest in narrow gauge railways. I was shown many slides of the 3’ gauge railway system that is used in "Peat" harvesting. I don’t know much about Peat. However, it was explained that the stuff can be grown like a crop, and that it is burnt in a power station! To me, it seems an odd method of generating power, but it works, so who cares how "odd" I think it is! The rails on the Peat farms are moved about, like the system used to harvest sugar cane, in Queensland. 

I was amazed that the bloke had a HO scale model of the "Silver City Comet", on his model train layout! He had never laid eyes on the "Comet", but he had read about the train somewhere, and his interest grew from that. He proudly showed me a book, which contained detailed information including builder’s photos, etc, of the "Silver City Comet". By the way, the "Comet" model was "scratch" built, and very well detailed! 

I have had a passing interest in Irish railways for some years. The Irish gave Australia 5’3" gauge, which many people would agree, from a practical standpoint, didn’t make sense! Given 20/20 vision in hindsight, Australia should have built its entire mainline track to standard gauge. Of course, to a certain extent, the gauge problem has largely been overcome, as 4’8 1/2" gauge lines connect Brisbane to Perth via Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. There are plans to convert almost all of the remaining broad gauge lines in Victoria to standard gauge. At some stage, the broad gauge lines in South Australia will be converted to standard gauge. Another thing that Ireland has in common with Australia is the use of GM powered diesels. Also, some of the units are double ended, like the "B" class diesels, in Victoria. And, the Irish units sounded like a "B" class! So, it goes without saying, I enjoyed my Irish holiday. 

I flew from Dublin to London by Air Lingus, the Irish airline. Over the years, I have tried various airlines. While they aren’t all the same, most are very similar in style. The fake smiles, plastic food and stupid timetable layout, are an airline trademark. Sorry folks, but while planes are a fast way to get somewhere, I prefer rail travel, whenever possible. 

I flew from London to Sydney. My 1980 Holiday, was over. 

CHAPTER 11: 
NEW ZEALAND THE PHILIPPINES AND TASMANIA
I will now discuss my memories of visits to New Zealand and the Philippines. Plus, my only trip to Tasmania. 

Firstly, Tasmania. 

I received a letter from a real estate salesman, about some blocks of land that he was selling in Huonville, Tasmania. I decided to take a look. In 1974 I was living in Melbourne, so a trip to Tassie, was a fairly straightforward matter. I flew to Launceston on a Friday evening, after work. The next morning, I walked to the railway station. A couple of loco’s were shunting freight cars around the yard. I noticed that they had vacuum brakes, which was a very British and Tasmanian practice. 

A short train was brought into the platform. Was this the “Tasman Limited”, that I had read about? No, the train was to connect with the “Limited” a few miles out of Launceston. Passengers didn’t exactly rush the train. In fact, I was surprised by how few people were at the station. The train rolled quietly out of town. 

Soon, the train pulled into a station with an island platform. The handful of passengers got off. A brightly pained English Electric diesel hauled the “Tasman Limited” into the station. The “Limited” was of a unique design.  I noticed that the seating layout was two + one. Which is common for narrow gauge. However, the car was divided into three compartments, which was something that I hadn’t seen before. The windows were quite large, which was ideal for sightseeing. A hostess served snacks along the way. So, this was a nice way to travel. 

The train arrived in Hobart, which had a nice station. Years later, the station was demolished to make way for a car park. What a disgrace! 

I stayed at an old fashioned style of hotel. The place reminded me of an English hotel, some of which, are trapped in a 1940’s time warp! Which, many people find somehow reassuring, I suppose. 

I phoned the real estate man. He turned up in a silver “Jag”, which was a novelty for me, as I hadn’t travelled in a low floor sports car, before. We drove out of Hobart, towards Huonville. I remarked on the snow on Mt Wellington. He said, let’s go up for a look. The view was quite spectacular! Hobart looked very beautiful, layed out below Mt Wellington. Huonville was a quiet, scenic, town. Plenty of bush and water views. The bloke gave me the old, “this is a great long term investment”, spiel. I agreed to buy a block. We drove back into Hobart. I had planned to travel back to Launceston on a train called the “Weekender”.  Once again, like what took place in Launceston, patronage was low on the train. A sad lack of promotion of the railway system, led, inevitably, to the downfall of all passenger trains in Tasmania. 

As the “Weekender” travelled through the darkness towards Launceston, I noticed that a pall of fog was closing in. Tasmania, like New Zealand, is a very scenic place. But, as the saying goes, too bad about the climate!  It was becoming cold and damp. I left the train at Western Junction, as that station was within walking distance of Launceston Airport. I walked through fog, all the way into the airport. Fog is the enemy of aircraft! Yes, that’s right, my flight to Melbourne had been cancelled! 

I was despondent. I called a taxi, and went into Launceston, and found a hotel. I called home, informing Mum and Dad, of my situation. I asked Dad to tell GMH that I would need a day off work. 

The hotel dining room reminded me of the nice railway refreshment rooms in some cities. Wood paneled walls, tables correctly set, and a dignified atmosphere. I enjoyed a typical hotel breakfast of sausages, eggs, and tomato. A pot of coffee and toast rounded out the meal. The waitress struck up a conversation with me.  You know, the weather, etc. Then, she asked me where I was from. Melbourne, I said. Oh, she said, and she walked away, without saying another word! I flew to Melbourne the following morning. I had the land situation checked out by a solicitor. Don’t buy it, was the response. The land can’t be built on until the sewerage was connected. But, the sewerage wouldn’t be connected until there was a “demand” for it. What a strange situation. 

New Zealand: Over the years, I have visited New Zealand  three times. I managed to travel on all of the then existing passenger train services. Since that time, two additional passenger routes have been added, which is a real turn up for the books. One expects passenger trains to be withdrawn, not increased! However, the current operator of the NZ rail system, “Tranzrail” is very active in marketing the benefits of train travel. Privatisation can have a positive result.  There is hope yet, for a similar revival of passenger train services in Australia, under non-government ownership. In particular, I see the potential for a regular tourist train service throughout Tasmania! Plus, the return of passenger services from Melbourne to Bairnsdale and Mildura. 

The “Silver Star”: That train was a World class effort. It was a scaled down version of the Sydney-Melbourne “Southern Aurora”. The “star” had roomette and twinette cabins, and a dining car. The lack of a lounge car, was a disappointment, but not the end of the world! The service was good, as was the ride quality. Sad to say, the “Star” sat in the Auckland rail yards for years, before being sold to Asia. The train was rebuilt, and now runs from Singapore to Bangkok. As a result, the Auckland-Wellington route is an “also ran” service, by world standards! 

The “Silver Fern”: The Silver Fern operated from Auckland to Wellington, on a daylight schedule. The countryside is beautiful, with some nice high bridges and viaducts. The rail cars that make up the “Silver Fern” were built in Japan, to a high standard. 

The only “negative” comment that could be levied at the service, was that passengers were required to order “set” meals, for when the train reached Taihapi. Most people were quite happy with that arrangement. I was not, as I don’t like many types of vegetables. I am more or less, a “meat, potato’s and peas”, sort of bloke. Don’t get me wrong, I love Italian and Chinese food. But, there is nothing to beat a roast beef and baked potato meal, or fish and chips, etc, as far as I am concerned! So, in short, I only ate half of my meal, at the refreshment break on my “Silver Fern” trip. 

I enjoyed travelling by train to places such as Gisborne, and New Plymouth. I also went to Rotorua.  I used a coach to reach the resort town. I travelled with Doug Hoy, a Wellington based railway employee. In fact, Doug joined me for a few days. We went to New Plymouth, which one could reach via a direct line from Wellington, or by a “cross country” line, via Taumaniu. Of course, we travelled on both routes, as any self respecting rail fan, would do! 

I have now lost touch with Doug. 

I would recommend an extended visit to New Zealand. The rail services are good, and most are very scenic. The transport fan would enjoy the urban bus and rail systems in Wellington and Auckland, along with other cities. The trolley bus network in Wellington is of special interest. There are some excellent transport museums to visit. An “all lines” tourist travel pass, is available. 

The Philippines: My wife, Carlota, comes from Manila. We travelled from Manila to Baguio, by bus. Baguio is a mountain resort. It is also the “Summer” Capital of the Philippines, due to the cooler climate. Road travel is a real horror! Stop-start conditions apply for about half the journey. The buses and “Air-con” coaches stop along the way, permitting passengers to purchase hot or cold snacks. The windows of the bus were opened, and food and money was exchanged. Carlota bought me an iced coffee and pastry. She, on the other hand, obtained an egg. At least, in my innocence, I thought that was what she had purchased.   The “Egg” turned out to be a Balute, which is a chicken inside an egg! I turned away, whilst Lota consumed the delicacy.  After an overnight stay in Baguio, we took a bus to a small town, where we changed to another bus to San Fernando. 

I had read in the Cooks Overseas timetable, that a daily train operated from San Fernando to Manila. That information was correct. However, there wasn’t the dining car, stated in the Cooks. Still, I was pleased to be able to ride a train, in any case, rather than having to put up with the stop-start traffic. Plus, of course, the stinking pollution! The train trip was fun. We went through small villages along the way. Later, the train entered the heavily populated Manila area. The houses were so close to the line, that one could have grabbed a cold drink off somebody’s kitchen table! Kids build a small trolley, that is designed to fit onto the 3”6’ gauge track. Then, the trolley is pushed along the railway line, carrying goods! The goods are transported from one end of town to the other, in between PNR trains! 
I saw one of the dining cars, mentioned in the “Cooks” timetable, sitting in a rail yard, in Manila. Like much of the PNR rolling stock, it was in poor condition. Part of the reason is that as soon as tradespeople gain a certificate, they leave the Philippines, for jobs overseas. The money that can be earned in the Middle East, Britain, or various other places, is far greater than is paid in the Philippines. Another problem is that the PNR was under funded, by the Government. So much so, that only the main South line, from Manila to Naga, still has passenger trains. That line once went all the way to Legaspi. 

The “Mayon Limited” sounds like an important train. Well, some years ago, it might have been an important train! It was listed as having first and economy class sleeping cars, and a dining car. As PNR fares are a real bargain, I requested first class sleeping berths for my wife, a couple of her family members and myself. Sorry, the first class air-con sleeping cars have been withdrawn, was the polite response to an enquiry from my wife, to the booking clerk at the main Manila railway station. The answer to a question as to whether economy class sleeping car space would be available on the train, was met with a firm “yes”. We made immediate bookings. While the bookings were being made, we sent my wife’s Nephew home, to collect spare clothing, money, etc. We were going that night, and there was little point in us all returning to Malate. I suggested that Victorino, join the train in Paco, which isn’t far from Malate. 

When I noticed the “Mayon Limited” being shoved back into the platform, I said that I wanted to take a look at the cars. I had expected the economy class sleeping car to be an older style of vehicle. Perhaps, like a NSWGR “TAM” class sleeping car, I thought. Wrong! The car looked like it was built in India, which turned out to be correct. I was “shocked to the core”, by what confronted me. The car was a shambles. The cabins were without doors to the passageway, and the toilet was a stinking room, with a hole leading directly onto the track! I began to “panic” inside! If we hadn’t sent Vic to the house, and on to Paco station to join the train, I would have cancelled the trip! 

The train slowly moved out of Tutuban, towards Paco. And I do mean “slowly”, as people were all over the tracks, along the route. The train rocked from side to side, missing houses by a matter of inches! We were on very poor quality “jointed” rail. Which, in itself, wasn’t a problem for me. I had more to worry about. People, came and sat in our compartment, whilst I was taking a leak onto the tracks, in the “hole in the floor”, toilet. Lota was there, talking to the “interlopers”, who were smoking and smelt of alcohol! I was told by a discreet hand signal, to be quiet, and wait for her to resolve the situation. I wasn't’ very happy to have strangers sitting in our sleeping compartment, but I was powerless to do anything, or the problem may have become worse! Finally, it was time to “bed down”, or so I thought. After a late night snack, which had been purchased at a railway station platform, I suggested that we put the lights off and try to get some sleep. Believe it or not, there wasn’t a light switch! We stretched ourselves out on the plastic covered bunks. I took an upper bunk I was about to close my eyes, when two large spiders walked along the ceiling, hardly six inches from my face! 
I asked Vic to kill the spiders. He said, they are not poisonous, Uncle John. I repeated my request, this time backed by the fact that all spiders are poisonous, in Australia! Vic killed the intruders. 

Sleep came fitfully. The next morning we saw the Mayon Volcano. It didn’t have the usual cloud cover. Like Mt McKinley in Alaska, the Mayon Volcano is more often than not, obscured by clouds. 

In the Philippines, most towns and villages look very similar to each other. There would seem to be a lack of imagination in urban design, in the Philippines. To a certain degree, I noticed a similar situation in the USA. In particular, in suburban areas, in some cities. Sadly, a similar trend is evident in Australia. McDonalds, KFC, Woolworths Supermarkets, etc, look the same everywhere! However, at least in Australia, it is possible to take a photo of a “streetscape” and people can tell which city the photo was taken. Not so, in the Philippines. Houses, shops, schools, and so on, look the same. I travelled in each direction from Manila, and the villages all look alike!   I am not trying to be over critical; I am just reporting what I observed. 

The LRT is a bright spot on the transport scene in the Philippines. I have travelled on the first LRT line, which runs close to the Manila International Airport. I don’t understand why the line doesn’t go into the airport! 

On one trip to the Philippines, we checked into the airport on our way back to Australia. The PAL flight was delayed until the next day! We didn’t have any money, so we were told that we would be accommodated in a good quality hotel. Fair enough, I thought. The bus taking us to the hotel ran down a narrow laneway, scraping along somebody’s car, in the process! Further along the lane, a house was on fire! When we reached the hotel, it turned out to be a “short stay” hotel, all set up for sex sessions! I said, “OK”, who cares. But, Lota said, no way! We ended up taking a taxi to our rellies, and getting them to pay the fare! We repaid them, the next day, before departing on our much-delayed flight. 

The lesson was, QANTAS is far more dependable than Philippine Airlines, even though one may pay a little more. Anyhow, PAL doesn’t operate to Australia any longer. I wonder why? 

CHAPTER 12: 
CAST OF CHARACTERS
I have met many people during the years that I worked for the railways. I have also come to know many people who are interested in transport, whether trains, trams or buses. Some of those people are mentioned in the main text, whilst for one reason or another, other people who should be mentioned, were not included in other chapters. I intend to redress that problem. In doing so, I will cast my mind back thirty years or more, and mention people in the order that I met them. Or, "roughly" so, anyhow! 

Bob and Graeme Sproul: My parents have known the Sproul family since before World War Two, as far as I am aware. Bob Sproul worked with Dad, at General Motors Holden. Bob encouraged Graeme into his railway interest. Bob and I enjoyed each others company on rail tours. 

Alec Barrett: As I have said in another chapter, Alec gave me considerable encouragement, in the early years of my employment on the VR. 

Dale Gauwitz: Time dulls the memory. I can’t recall how I first met Dale! He and I are about the same age. Dale became a train driver for the VR. In later years, be became a locomotive inspector. When National Rail started up, Dale grabbed the chance to drive loco’s again, and joined the new operator. Dale and I enjoyed quite a few steam train tours around Victoria. 

Paul Jenkinson: I met Paul at the top end of number two and three platforms, at Central Station, Sydney. He was making a "Super 8" movie of the Brisbane Express, leaving. I introduced myself. Paul had arrived from the USA, that day. He showed me some of his railway magazines, etc, at his hotel room. He was doing interviews for employment as a structural engineer. Ironically, I had left Melbourne to live in Sydney, whilst Paul headed from Sydney to Melbourne, for work! We got together, whenever I visited Mum and Dad, in Melbourne. He also visited Sydney from time to time. These days, though, we are both short of money, so we don’t see each other very often. Paul has retired now. 

Wayne Dempsey: Wayne has worked for the NSW railway’s for many years. He is an avid tram fan. Wayne also likes trains. In particular, NSW steam loco’s, and the trains that they hauled. He also has a very keen interest in old movies, and recordings. Indeed, he had 14 "Edison" players, at one stage. For quite some years, he ran a private movie show, on a regular basis. Wayne has a wealth of knowledge on the subjects that are of interest to him. 

Clyde Shoebridge: I met Clyde, through Wayne Dempsey. Wayne and Clyde had known each other since their childhood, in the Newcastle-Maitland region, of NSW. Clyde is a very keen tramway enthusiast. Clyde is due to retire from a long career as a public servant, about the time that this book is published 

Richard Jones: Dick was working as a clerk at Sydney Parcels, when I met him. He was involved in setting up the Sydney Tramway Museum at Loftus. Dick has been involved in timetabling trains in NSW for many years. 

Geoff Hall: Wayne Dempsey introduced me to Geoff. Geoff holds a very great interest in NSW railways, tramways, and bus systems. He really got me "into" buses! Beforehand, I regarded buses as being a form of transport that replaced trams and trains. Tramway and railway people often treat buses with disdain. However, bus transportation has a major role to play in the Australian and World transport scene. I became fond of the old Sydney double deck buses and their Leyland Tiger single deck counterparts, which were around, in the tramway era. My interest in buses grew to include all buses. 

Fred Saxon: Fred was a ticket inspector on the NSW railways. His duties including collecting used passenger tickets and "auditing" them! By today’s standards, the concept of attempting to match countless used tickets to the revenue earned, would be regarded as a "useless" exercise! Fred took countless photos of trains, trams, and buses. A hard cover book containing a selection of Fred’s rail photography has been published. Fred is living in retirement on the Gold Coast. 

Des Johnson: Desmond Olsen Johnson, is a real "character". Des is a retired ticket inspector. I met D.O.J through Fred Saxon. Des has a wealth of travel experience, dating back to the 1940’s. In the early days, he applied for travel leave, in order to "study" railroads in the USA. The form of that study, was riding trains! He has travelled by train throughout the World. But, mostly, in Europe and Britain. We remain good friends. Des has said that he intends to write a book. I hope that he does, as he would have a great story! Des and I share January the 24th as our birth date. 
  
  

Warren Baker: Warren was a clerk at Sydney Parcels. He worked in the Value office. Which, is where important documents, including railway employee pay cheque’s were sorted for sending out by train. One day, I walked into the Value office to pick up some value letters to bring to various trains, I spotted a copy of the US magazine, "Trains" sitting on the counter. I said, who’s does this belong to? Warren turned around, looked at the magazine, and at me, and said, "mine". He introduced himself, and we became mates! Warren is interested in the Western Maryland Railway. The WM has long been absorbed into the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. Years aftet the WM lost its identity within the B & O, that railroad became a part of the huge CSX transport system. In any case, certain railroads, such as the WM and the B & O, for that matter, still have historical societies, dedicated to them. After my overseas trips, I often called around to show Warren my railway slides. Warren took me to a Billy Graham crusade, many years ago. But, it was to be about twenty years, before I became a Christian! The "seed" was sown, but it took a long time to become fertile. 

Ron Webb: Ron was a train driver on the NSW railways. Whilst I was living in Sydney, Ron moved to live in Brisbane. We lost contact, as often happens, when people move interstate. When my family and I moved to Brisbane, I looked Ron up. Then, before too long, Ron decided to leave the railways and move to the South Coast of NSW! We still exchange Xmas cards. 

Bob Schroeder: I had left the Australian Railways Union, after long being unhappy with that union. I knew that the ARU "donated" some of my hard-earned wages to the Labor Party. Trade unions, which are linked to the ALP, are forced to contribute a fixed portion of their income to "their" party! My point about that situation is, would Labor Party supporters want their money "donated" by the union to the Liberal Party? A clear "NO" would be the answer! I joined the National Union of Railwaymen. The NUR "split" from the ALP, early this century, so my money didn’t go to my political enemies! 

I read in a Union Leaflet that help was being sort from members who held an interest in the "nuts and bolts" of the transport system. I wrote a letter outlining some ideas that I felt would improve the passenger rail services, etc. Including new road coach routes, that would be co-ordinated with passenger train schedules. The result was, Bob Schroeder, a union rep, contacted me. He called over to visit me at our flat in Lakemba. Bob and I sat down at the kitchen table with maps, timetables and so on. Hours later, we had worked out a "draft" for a greatly improved long distance public transport network for the state of New South Wales. That meeting led to us becoming good mates. We got along well, despite the fact that we hold quite opposite political views. 

Bob Schroeder, Neil Breaden, Greg Stanton and I, met with railway management to discuss our suggested transport plans. We met with resistance from Barry Cooney, in particular. Mr Cooney had come from being a manager at QANTAS, to the railways. He was a hopeless manager, in our collective opinion! We kept the pressure up, though. Indeed, over the years, our union group met with two State Transport Ministers. Ron Mulock, was open to some of our ideas. A system of "standby" fares was introduced on the Sydney-Melbourne trains, as a result of our meetings. As was the introduction of various "cross country", and other coach services. Many of which, remain as part of the current rail and road coach network, in NSW. Barry Unsworth was the other NSW Minister for Transport that I dealt with. It was a waste of time trying to put fresh concepts to Mr Unsworth. 

John Maccarone: I am yet to meet anyone else like Macca. When John tells a travel story, or expands on a plan concerning travel, one is swept up in his enthusiasm! John is a modest and honest man. Apart from railways, John is a long distance runner, and a great fan of county music. He and his mother attend a lot of "live" shows. He has become a friend with some of the "stars" that he follows John learnt to drive, late in life. He was about 28 years old, when he obtained a licence. However, he has made up for that, since! He has travelled very extensively by car. I have been on some interesting journeys with John. He is one driver, whom I feel relaxed and confident to travel with. 

Graham Duffin: In 1989, we purchased a house in Churchill, a suburb of Ipswich. After moving in, I found out that the last bus from Ipswich to Churchill, was scheduled to depart a couple of minutes before the train that I travelled home on, reached Ipswich! After failing to have the bus timetable changed by 10 minutes to meet that train, I decided to set up a public transport lobby group! In short, as a result of reading one of my leaflets outlining my concerns about public transport, I got a phone call from a bloke who introduced himself as Graham Duffin. We discussed public transport issues and Graham said that he would join my group. He pointed out that any such group, must have a good quality "Newsletter". A newsletter was produced with the help of my brother-in-law Jim Emerson. 

Graham and I share an interest in timetable collecting. Indeed, Graham has the required skills to "Edit" a magazine, so he became the editor of "The Times", which is a newsletter dealing with all forms of public transport timetables. Graham has set a high standard for the person who becomes the next editor of "The Times". Graham holds an interest in trains, trams, and buses. Along with an interest in aircraft and ferries! Graham is blessed with an understanding wife, Margaret. She, unlike the "better half" of some rail enthusiast’s, is happy for Graham to follow his interests. Graham’s sons Andrew and Trevor, are also keen on public transport vehicles! 

I have discussed some of the rail enthusiasts that I have known. I will also mention some of the other people that I have worked with, over the years. Some of who, are genuine "characters" in their own right! 

Eddie Windmill: Eddie was a real character. He got the nickname "Ice Cream Eddie" due to the fact that one could "bribe" Eddie by buying a double passionfruit ice cream for him, to get out of a spot of bother, for example. A bloke called Russell Mares, threw a couple of 20 cent coins in between some mail bags, on day, whilst unloading a train. In the presence of Eddie, he pretended to "discover" the money. Eddie volunteered to unload the remaining mail, just in case there were more coins! Eddie was a thin, balding man, with a deeply lined face. He knew the location of even the least important railway station on the NSW system. 

Sid Weeway: Like Eddie Windmill, Sid was a man with a photographic memory. He could remember which depot every one of the 600 trams in Sydney belonged to, along with details of when the tram was built, and so on. After the war, Sid became a "connie" on the Sydney tramway system. Later, he became a tram driver, based at the famous Randwick tram depot. Randwick was the largest tram depot in Australia, with several hundred tram cars, in residence. Anyhow, when the tramway system was being closed down in the late 1950’s, Sid was transferred to the NSWGR. He became a baggage porter. Which is how I met him. He was a short, good-natured bloke, with bright blue eyes. We worked well together during my four years as a baggage porter. 

Rushdie Dewar: Rushdie was born in Egypt, but held a Palistinian Passport. He and I got along quite well. We worked together as baggage porters. Some people considered Rushdie to be lazy, but I didn’t find that to be the case. As I said in another chapter, it was due to my defence of Rushdie, Ray Atkinson turned against me. Atkinson made my life "Hell" for about two years. I was driven to such a mental state, that I considered killing the man! Years after "Acco" retired, he met up with Rushdie Dewar, and shook his hand, offing an apology for the way that he had treated us. He said, anytime that you and your mate Johnnie Coyle want to sit down and have a beer with me, I would be happy to do so! I never took up the belated "peace" offer, as we had moved to Queensland! 

Vic Greville: Sydney Parcels was filled with good blokes. Vic was one of my best workmates. When I first met Vic, he "tried on" the old Sydney verses Melbourne stunt. When he joked about the Yarra River flowing upside down, I agreed, and quipped back, yes, but what a tourist attraction an upside down river must be! He laughed, and we shot a few Sydney-Melbourne jokes between each other. I didn’t "bight", so we became good mates. Vic was right about the climate in Melbourne being four seasons in a day. If Melbourne had a similar climate to Brisbane, I would be living there, today! My interest in trams and Aussie Rules Football, would ensure that! Vic caused me great anguish one day, when he told me that there had been a "coup" in the Philippines, and that my "fiance" wouldn’t be able to leave Manila! It turned out to be a joke, but I was upset for a while! Vic was a good bloke. He had some interest in trains, but wasn’t what one could describe as a "rail fan", as such. I think that he just enjoyed train travel. I gave him a few railway slides, from time to time. Vic gave me the rail pass that he had used to travel to Whyalla, SA. 

Alan Stonestreet: The word "gregarious" would best describe Allan Stonestreet. He was also called "Big Al", long before the sandwich shop with a similar name, came into being. He was firm, but fair. I worked with him in the "Depot" at Sydney Parcels, from time to time. By the way, the Depot, was a large shed, which had an iron roof and a counter running along the front. Behind the counter, like in a post office, people waited to serve the public. Behind those people, employees sorted parcels onto yellow four wheeled barrows. Big Al was a smoker and drinker. He would go to the pub during the quiet periods. These days, such periods would be described as a "long lunch". 

The thing that I most remember Alan for, was his constant use of five words. Like, Pal, But, See, and Skipper! Almost every sentence that he uttered, contained at least one of those words. It was remarkable! 

Tom Dickinson: Tommy Dickinson was a quietly spoken, decent sort of man. He was the Superintendent of Sydney Parcels. Tom looked and dressed like someone from the "old School" of railwaymen. He wore a felt hat, a bit like the type, police detectives on the old 1960’s TV show "Division Four", wore! We got along quite well. I always called him "Mister" Dickinson, out of respect, not out of fear! 

When I was passing through Sydney in 1975, a ticket checker that I know, suggested that I go up and see Tom, which I did. He greeted me with a firm handshake. Whilst we sat talking, he said, are you looking for a job? I said, yes, I wouldn’t mind coming back here. He said, we are not employing now, but I will give you a letter to take over the road. He went out to see his secretary, and shortly, she came in with a sealed envelope. Tom shook my hand again and said that he would welcome a person with my experience, back! 

I should explain here, that I first joined Sydney Parcels in 1971. I spent about 2 ½ years there, before deciding to live in Perth. Although I digress a bit here, it is worth recounting that period. 

In mid-1973, I wanted a change, so I decided to live in WA. Things didn’t work out, as I thought that they might. Australia was in a major recession. Jobs were going down the drain. Due, at least in part, to poor management by the Whitlam Labor Government, in Canberra. I failed to find work, in Perth. As I didn’t want to go on the Dole, I headed East. I got of the "Indian Pacific" in Port Augusta, SA. I got a job on the Commonwealth Railways. I was sent West, on the "Mixed" train, to a camp town called Reid. Talk about "Culture Shock". I only lasted two weeks in Reid, as I just couldn’t fit in with blokes who were heavy drinkers, and smokers. 

I picked up my wages in Port Augusta, and travelled by train to Adelaide. 

I found employment at the Chrysler plant in Adelaide. I did various jobs, but factory work wasn’t my scene! One incident that remains in my mind, is the fact that two airconditioning units were built there. Both were the same, except for the plastic "grill" and the name on the front. Yet, one unit was sold at a higher price than the other! It’s called "name" recognition! The practice should be outlawed, but it isn’t. There are two modern motor vehicles that are built at different factories. Only a name badge separates them, but the price of one vehicle is thousands of dollars dearer than the other. A sucker is born every minute! 

I got a job at the Enfield City Council, in Adelaide. All that I was required to do, was move a sprinkler from one part of a public park, to another, all day! Six weeks later, I left for Melbourne, and a job at GMH. I worked for the "General" for nine months. Then, as already described, I took a world trip. So, back to the subject at hand! 

I can’t conclude my discussion of "characters" without mentioning Vic Underwood, who was Tom Dickinson’s deputy. Tom Dickinson wasn’t tall, but Vic Underwood was even shorter! One never really knew how to take Vic Underwood. Although he and I got along most of the time, we had our "clashes", once in a while. He played a trumpet for a hobby. He once asked me for advice on writing an essay about railway development’s overseas. I though that he was joking, but I researched the subject, for him, anyway! 

CHAPTER 13: 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT LOBBY WORK
One day, I was listening to the John Tingle program on 2GB. He was interviewing a man called Brian McBride. Brian was talking about why he and his group, the Non-Smokers Movement, were working to “clear the air” of tobacco smoke. I ran to turn up the radio! I was amazed that there was a properly organised group, working to have smoking banned in public places, such as restaurants, banks, post offices, etc. I just had to join the NSMA! That would have been around 1984, I think. 

I lobbied hard, with the assistance of the NSMA, to have smoking banned on all long distance coach services. I wrote hundreds of letters, by hand, to every authority I could think of, about smoking on coach services. I raised the issue at ministerial level, at a meeting. All to no avail, at the time. There remained only one way to force the railway system to change their smoking policy. The answer was, take legal action! Within a few months of the NSMA serving the State Rail Authority with a formal legal challenge, a total ban on smoking on all SRA coach services was introduced! 

I kept the pressure up, as smoking was still permitted on interstate coach services, whilst action had been taken on intrastate services. That stupid situation was finally overcome, on the 1st of July 1988, when smoking on all coach routes throughout Australia, was introduced. 

I became interested in “general” public transport lobby work, through attending Action for Public Transport [APT], meetings in Sydney. I didn’t undertake much work as such, but I learnt from people who knew what lobby work was all about. People such as Alan Miles and Kevin Eadie, for example. John Hoyle, remained in the background at APT. Mr Hoyle takes a professional approach to lobby work. He doesn’t make outlandish statements or take part in publicity stunts.  APT provide submissions, write letters, attend conferences, etc. Over the years APT has been responsible for many public transport improvements. 

I have already discussed why I formed CFPT  elsewhere in this book. I will now outline some of the successes, which the group has achieved. 

I wrote a series of letters to Queensland Railways and McCafferty’s coach lines, suggesting that a rail and coach tourist travel pass, be introduced. However, it took four years for the pass to come into being! To this day, I don’t know why it took so long. But, I am not about to “Quibble” with that, now. I placed a submission before QR management suggesting the introduction of a through train from Brisbane to Longreach. I pointed out the advantages of such a train service. To my surprise, QR accepted the concept. It took only about one year from the “idea” stage to the first departure of “my” Brisbane-Longreach train. About three months before the first “Spirit of the Outback” left Brisbane, I met with Chris Warnock, of QR. I said that a “Motorail” wagon should be included on the planned train. I was given a firm “no” that the idea. 

When the “Spirit of the Outback” was shown on TV leaving Roma St, on it’s first run, “lo and behold”, there was a “Motorail” wagon on the rear of the train! 

I am stating some of the background facts, for historical reasons. By the way, the name that I suggested for the train was the “Outbacker”. The “Spirit of the Outback” is perhaps a bit more cumbersome than the “Outbacker”, but once one is used to it, the longer name, is quite nice. 

I was able to convince QR to introduce a ban on smoking on diesel rail car services. Which reminds me of the years that I spent attempting to have similar action taken by ANR. The “Bluebird” rail cars in SA had the “magic line” system of smoking on one side of the line, no smoking on the other side of the line!  Smoking was banned on the SA rail car services, but road coaches replaced them, shortly after the smoking ban was introduced!  In fact I received a “threat” from ANR, in writing, that they might replace the trains with a coach service, just to end the smoking problem! 

Smoking has also been banned in enclosed railway stations, such as Toowong, Brunswick St, and Brisbane Central. An attempt is also made, to stop people from smoking on the platforms at Roma St station. No Smoking signs are placed at the entrance of each platform, but that is the limit of the effort. 

At one meeting with John Atkin of QR, I dropped a Chicago USA train timetable onto the table. I pointed out that the timetable layout was neat and easy to read. Plus, including suitable advertising can offset the cost of production. The Chicago style timetable book has also been introduced in Sydney. 

Over the years I have met with three men who have held the position of “Director, Passenger Transport”, DOT Queensland.  The first was Ian Mathers. Mr Mathers was polite, and accepted my submission. We spent about half an hour going over that submission. I dealt with issues such as the introduction of intermodal ticketing. Which was demonstrated during the SEPTS inquiry to be of great importance. 

The next “Director” that I met was Greg Goebel. When Mr Goebel met me, his first words were, I can tell you now, that I am not going to answer any of the questions that you have raised in your letter! I felt sick to the stomach, but sat down to discuss public transport issues, anyway.  The letter Mr Goebel referred to, was sitting, yellow highlighted, on his desk. If he wasn’t going to discuss my letter, why was it on his desk? If one were to be cruel, or perhaps, honest, Greg Goebel could be renamed Herr Goebels!  After all, Mr Goebel is now in charge of “Propaganda” for the Queensland Liberal Party! I will put it this way. I was “granted” 30 minutes of Mr Goebel’s time, but he barely tolerated my presence in his office. In fact, I was told not to come back! That instead, I should take my concerns to the Ipswich DOT office. 

Mick McShea was the next “Director” that I met. Mr McShea is the opposite of Herr Goebels. 

My meeting with Mick McShea and John Atkin was an outstanding success. A series of concerns were solved at that meeting. My greatest concerns were with the restrictions enforced for the use of the QR/McCafferty’s tourist travel pass. The pass can now be purchased for use at any time of the year. Also, economy class sleeping berths can be obtained in conjunction with the pass. 

I send the CFPT “Newsletter” to Mick McShea and John Atkin. Both men are aware that CFPT provide submissions containing suggested improvements to public transport services. I have made it clear that we don’t have a “them and us” attitude. Progress can take a long time, but that is how the “system” works. 

One area that I have been disappointed with, has been the failure of the DOT to understand the CFPT concept for the introduction of a “Day Rover” style of ticket, without the need for a “revenue sharing” agreement.  For historical reasons, here is what CFPT have suggested be done, and it is alarmingly simple! 

[1] The DOT would have the “flash” style passes printed and sold to all public transport operators in the greater Brisbane region. The suggested cardboard tickets would cost a couple of cents each, to print. However, the DOT could sell the pass to QR, the BCC and private bus operators for $1.00 each. 

[2] All operators would advertise the pass in local newspapers and within their timetable books and leaflets. The pass would be sold at the “cover” price of $10.00. 

[3] Each operator would “pocket” the $9.00 profit! 

Instead of taking the above mentioned option, a complex revenue sharing agreement has been entered into between the various operators who honour the “SouthEast Explorer” pass, which is sold for $20.00! 

CFPT are campaigning to have the pass made available for two days travel, instead of just the one day, that is permitted at present. By the time that this book is published, that issue may have been resolved. 

Concepts that have been ignored: 

Again, for the sake of history, I will point out some concepts that CFPT have raised over the years, but which have not yet been acted upon. 

The Transit-Pedestrian Bridge: Some years ago, CFPT provided a submission to the DOT outlining the concept of a “Transit” bridge. The idea would be to “move people” and not motor vehicles! A bridge would be built which permitted light rail or a guided bus system to cross the Brisbane river, between Dutton Park and the University of Queensland.  A cycleway would be provided, as would a pathway for pedestrians. The design would ensure that private motor vehicles could not use the bridge. 

The Passenger Roadrailer system: Some people may think that the freight “Roadrailer” concept is a new one, but they would be wrong! In 1963 the B & O railway in the USA used “Roadrailers” to carry mail, on the rear of passenger trains. The idea was dropped after a while. In the 1980’s the Roadrailer concept rose from the dead! It enjoys limited, but growing, acceptance in Australia. 

My concept is to have a passenger roadrailer built for use on the Brisbane to Darwin route. A six car Roadrailer would be attached to the rear of a fright train from Brisbane to Longreach. In Longreach, the six-car set would be split into two, three car sets. These “B Triple” units would then be hauled with a prime mover. One “train” would travel to Darwin, whilst the second set would go to Alice Springs. Until the Alice Springs-Darwin rail line is built, the Roadrailer could fill the void. And, in any case, it will be quite some time, before any rail connection is provided from the Alice Springs-Darwin route, into Queensland. Unless, of course, the much talked about Melbourne to Darwin “high speed” rail route is built. 

I have raised the passenger Roadrailer concept with QR and McCafferty’s coach lines, management. Amanda Farr of McCafferty’s seemed interested in the roadrailer concept. The publication of this book, may cause the concept to be considered in a fresh light. The tourist potential of a passenger roadrailer system, is huge. The rail and road “trains” could be the “wave of the future” in long distance transport. However, people require the “vision” to see such a development through. I have the concept, but not the money, to change transport history.  I will continue to raise the passenger Roadrailer idea. 

The Outer Circle bus route: Brisbane has what is known as a “Radial” railway system. Those radial lines reach out to Rosewood, Gympie North, and to Robina, on the Gold Coast. There are also a series of branch lines from the above mentioned routes. Suburbs such as Ferny Grove, Shorncliffe, Eagle Farm and Cleveland, are on branch lines. The only “cross suburban” rail route in Brisbane, operates from Yeerongpilly on the Beenleigh line, to Corinda on the Ipswich line. The Brisbane City Council and various private bus companies provide an extensive suburban bus service. It is worth mentioning that direct city to suburb bus routes complement the suburban rail system. Due to the quite indirect rail route from Brisbane to Cleveland, a bus service has operated between those points for many years. These is also a “circle Line” bus route, which serves a useful purpose. It travels from Chermside, in Brisbane’s North, to Garden City, in the South, via Indooroopilly, in the Western suburbs. Garden City is also linked via the Gateway Bridge to Chermside. 

CFPT suggested that an Outer Circle bus route be established. Such a route would perform a series of functions. The Outer Circle bus route, would operate from Ipswich, via the Logan Motorway, through Browns Plains,  to the Logan Hyperdome shopping centre. And, from the Hyperdome, to Caboolture, via Redland Bay, Cleveland, and Brisbane airport. Alternate services would operate from the airport to Redcliffe instead of Caboolture. 

As I said, the suggested route would provide a much-needed connection between outer metropolitan areas, such as Ipswich, to other regions, such as Logan and Cleveland. Further, the route would provide suburbs such as Browns Plains, Springwood and Cleveland, with a direct service to Brisbane airport, without passengers having to travel via the Brisbane CBD. I will raise the concept of an Outer Brisbane bus route, again with the DOT, after leaving the idea to one side, for a while. By the way, when I say bus route, I should say “coach” route, due to the length of the proposed route. A high quality airconditioned coach, would make the “Outer Circle” route attractive to potential customers. 

The introduction of a suburban train service from Greenbank to Roma St, Brisbane: CFPT have raised the concept of providing a rail service to Greenbank, at various times. QR management is not adverse to such a concept. In fact, nor is QR “adverse” to operating the Exhibition loop line, on a full time basis.  However, the State Government would be required to provide financial support for both projects to be brought to fruition! 

The standard gauge Brisbane-Sydney route would be used to provide the suggested service. Platforms would need to be built at South Brisbane and Salisbury, at the existing stations in those locations.  Very “basic” platforms would be built at Beaudesert Rd Acacia Ridge,  Patula Place Algester, Lollard St Hilcrest, and Teviot Rd Greenbank.  Indeed, the 1996 addition of the UBD Brisbane street directory shows a railway station at Greenbank! 

The staged introduction of a Brisbane-Greenbank rail service: 

Stage one: Two three car standard gauge rail car sets would be purchased from the SRA of NSW. A standard gauge siding would be built to store the car sets, when they are not in use. The two trains would be timed to leave Greenbank during the morning peak hour. Perhaps one train at 7:00am and the next train at 7:45am. An hourly off peak service would be provided.  During the afternoon peak, the trains might be scheduled from Roma St to Grennbank at 5:15pm, with the second service departing at 5:45pm. Stage two: A third rail, would be laid within the standard gauge line, so that a 3’ 6” diesel rail car service could be introduced. The QR diesel rail car service would replace the standard gauge set’s, about two years after the introduction of the standard gauge rail service is started. 

Stage three: An electric suburban train service would commence between Brisbane and Greenbank. The third and final stage, of the project, would take place about six years after the original standard gauge rail service.  Thus, if the standard gauge Roma Street to Greenbank service were started in the year 2001, 3’ 6” diesel rail cars would begin operating by 2004. Electric suburban trains would begin operation in 2008. It would be viable to “finance” the project over an eight-year period, starting in the year 2000, with the building of the required railway station platforms. Plus, the purchase of two standard gauge, diesel rail car sets. 

At the time of writing, there were no clear plans to operate a passenger train service on the Brisbane-Greenbank route. Unlike the rebuilding of a railway from Brisbane to the Gold Coast, the Greenbank line is already in place! 

The full time operation of the Exhibition loop line: CFPT, along with other community groups, have suggested that the full time operation of the Exhibition loop line in Brisbane, would be a viable option. 

The CFPT concept may differ from other suggestions. That option involves the one way operation of the loop. All trains would run “Clockwise” from the Ipswich line. A station would be built very close to Roma Street railway station, at Countess St. A pedestrian subway would link the Countess St station with the planned Roma St rail yards redevelopment project, and the Roma St railway station. 

The former Normanby railway station would be rebuilt. A new station would be built to service the Royal Brisbane Hospital. 

Extension of the Yeerongpilly-Corinda “shuttle” train service: A 2000 class diesel rail car operates from Yeerongpilly to Corinda on a Monday to Friday basis. CFPT have suggested that the rail car should be extended to Darra. However, it may be better if the train was replaced by an hourly Yeerongpilly, Sherwood, Exhibition loop, City, service. An hourly Darra-Exhibition loop-City, service, would supplement the Yeerongpilly train. The current train service is of little benefit to customers, but QR management are yet to demonstrate any interest in improving the viability of the Yeerongpilly-Corinda shuttle! 

Nightride bus service: Sydney and Melbourne have an all night bus service, serving some suburban rail routes. People attending late-night functions of the city have been provided with a viable public transport option, compared to driving or taking a taxi. On the Brisbane-Ipswich route, for example, only two buses would be required, to provide a suitable “Nightride” service. Three nightride bus services would operate, per night. A bus could leave Ipswich and Brisbane, at 1:00am, 2:30am and 4:00am. A similar service would serve various other rail routes, such as Brisbane-Beenleigh and Brisbane Caboolture. 

Some of the rejected CFPT concepts, are likely to be introduced, at some stage! The concept of operating the Sydney to Perth “Indian Pacific” train service to Brisbane, once a week, is one such concept. However, the lack of response, and the “pass the buck” attitude, by certain people, may cause a further delay in the introduction of a weekly “Indian Pacific” into Brisbane! CFPT have worked for years to have a high quality rail service re-introduced on the Brisbane-Sydney route. The current XPT train service, is of a poor standard, when compared with the “Indian Pacific” train service. When I say “Indian Pacific”, I simply mean that type of train, not that the train must run all the way from Brisbane to Perth! The Great Southern Railway, might decide to run a Brisbane-Adelaide train, to connect with an “Indian Pacific” service. 

A series of concepts that have been rejected, may indicate that my lobby efforts, and those of other CFPT members, have been a failure. Far from it! I recall that it took me ten years to have smoking banned on all road coach services, and I spent another ten years of effort to have an outer Brisbane “Day Rover” ticket, introduced. But, in the end, my campaign did result in gaining a desired improvement to public transport services. Let me put it this way. My public  transport lobby work has been carried out on a part time basis. The fact that a series of suggestions that I have made, are in effect today, is something that I am proud of. CFPT have not been given any credit for the introduction of the “Spirit of the Outback” train from Brisbane to Longreach, or the QR/McCafferty’s tourist travel pass. However, my family and friends, and now readers of “Railways in my blood”, know who had a role in the introduction of such improvements to public transport services. Perhaps it could be said, my “reward” is seeing improvements to public transport services take place, that may not have occurred, without my lobby efforts! Indeed, family and friends have often remarked along the lines of, you should be paid for submitting ideas that are used by public transport operators and authorities. 

I may well use “Railways in my Blood” to raise the awareness level of transport operators, on particular issues. My point is, although submissions are sometimes filed away and forgotten, when  those same ideas are published in book form, the concepts may be viewed in another light! In fact, part of the reason for publishing this book, is to place on the public record, some of the matters that I have raised with public transport authorities, so that when, and not “if”, certain concepts are adopted, people will know who was behind the idea! I am not saying any of this in a conceited or arrogant manner.  It’s just that I don’t have the resources to travel around and “promote” concepts such as the Passenger Roadrailer, for example. 

However, I would welcome the assistance of any reader, who may like to contact me, for further details on such matters. The Passenger Roadrailer concept has the potential to make any company that may develop the system, many millions of dollars!  If it was possible to “patent” an idea, rather than having to submit detailed blueprints and a working model, I might be on my way to becoming rich!  So, if some “bright spark” from a railway equipment manufacture thinks up the COYLE “Roadrailer” concept after this book is published, I will seek legal advice, and “Royalties”, as it is beyond doubt that I, Ernest John Coyle, of Ipswich, Queensland, first raised the idea of a passenger roadrailer system! In fact, I have provided a written submission detailing the concept, to QR and McCafferty’s management, in 1998. Indeed, if I searched my files, I could demonstrate the fact that I have raised the passenger  roadrailer concept with authorities, for several years! 

CHAPTER 14: 
RAILWAY CONVERSION OPTIONS
I have mentioned the increasing role of tourist railways, operating on a part of former branch line railways. There are also tour trains running on segments of main line track, that had been without regular passenger services, for quite some time. Regular  tour trains operate from Adelaide into the Barossa Valley, mainly for wine buffs. 

In the USA, the “Dinner Train” concept is well established. Such services are found throughout the country. In Queensland there is the “Iron Road Restaurant”, which has the only wooden bodied dining car in the state. The concept is aimed at people who want to enjoy a high quality meal, served in “different” surroundings, other than in a regular restaurant. 

I will now introduce an idea that I have, which  hasn’t been used, to date. 

In Central Queensland, a once popular, but now closed, railway, operated from Maryborough to Pialba and Urangan. Part of the reason that such a line hasn’t been restored, is that it would cost a lot of money, to replace the worn out sleepers. The wooden sleepers, or “cross ties’, as they are called in the USA, were damaged by decades of use. My idea is to reduce the track gauge from 3’6” to 2’ or even 15” gauge! Why?    Because, the really worn out section of the sleepers, is at their ends. In other words, where the fishplates and dog spikes, were. If the rails were moved inwards on the existing sleepers, new holes for dog spikes could be driven into the sleeper. Thus, restoration of the Urangan-Pialba section of the line, would be viable. 

Passenger cars and loco’s built for 15” gauge tourist train service, can be purchased from manufacturers in the USA and England. Australia may have one or two railway equipment factory’s that can produce such equipment.  Tourists would “flock” to use a tourist train in a seaside resort region, such as the Pialba-Urangan area. In Cairns, serious consideration is being given to starting a tourist train service along existing sugar cane railway lines. Indeed, some additional track would be laid, so that the proposed trains could reach popular tourist spots! 

There would also be potential  to “re-gauge” the existing Rockhampton-Yeppoon line, to the suggested 2’ or 15” gauge. I mention 15” gauge, as that is used on the World famous “Romney Hythe and Dimchurch” railway, in England. Passenger cars and locomotives are built to about one quarter of the size of full size standard gauge rolling stock. As many readers would know, 2’ gauge is also used in some countries overseas, for secondary country branch lines. I urge  authorities in tourist regions, in which, the former railway right of way, is still available, to examine the concept of re-using existing railway lines, by reducing the gauge! In general terms,  candidates for conversion would need to be in regions which have an existing tourism trade. Nambour, on the Sunshine Coast, would be another example of where an existing 2’ cane tramway system is available. With careful planning, tourist train services could be operated. 

A further example of using railway lines for a new purpose, is the conversion of heavy rail suburban lines to light rail. 

When the heavy rail suburban lines from Flinders St Station in Melbourne, to St Kilda and Port Melbourne were converted to Light Rail, there was a certain amount of protest. I have no doubt that errors were made. Among those mistakes was the failure to use the existing rail bridge into Flinders St station, for the new tram services. Had both the Bourke Street tramline and the Flinders St railway station routes been retained, people might have been less critical. 

I feel certain that the rail line from Flinders St to Sandringham, should have been converted to light rail, and extended to Cheltenham railway station and the Southland shopping centre. The planned, but never completed, conversion of the Upfield suburban rail line, should have gone ahead! Although my comments may cause a “stir”, I stand by them.  The Camberwell to Alamein branch line, should also have been converted to light rail, and extended to Oakleigh railway station, via the Chadstone shopping centre. A branch off that line, could link with the existing tramway network, in Caulfield. 

Adelaide is the city which would benefit the most, from conversion of suburban rail lines to light rail. The Noalunga and Gawler heavy rail lines, should be electrified. All other suburban rail routes should be converted to light rail. Various extensions and diversions of existing rail routes, could then be undertaken. The route through Port Adelaide, could operate through the centre of the Port Adelaide CBD. Although the initial conversion cost would be high, there are long term benefits to replacing the existing suburban train service with a modern, electric, rapid transit system An articulated low floor tram every ten minutes would be far better than a diesel rail car, every half an hour! 

The city of Perth considered conversion of the suburban diesel rail car system, to light rail. As it turns out, a 25,000 volt AC electric train system was built instead. Of course, that decision may well have been correct, in the long term. Indeed, the “new” suburban rail service in Perth, has been judged as an outstanding success. The upgrading of the Brisbane suburban railway system has also been a great success. Most rail lines should remain as “Heavy Rail”, well into the future. However, there  are plans to build a new tramway system in Brisbane, which is designed to operate on existing suburban rail routes. There are options for at least a part of the Brisbane suburban rail system, to light rail. The line to Shorncliffe might be suitable for operation by light rail. More correctly, it is possible that both heavy and light rail services could operate over the same track. Brisbane may become the first city in Australia, to adopt that system. 

It is sad to see a railway line close down. However, in recent years some former rail lines have been converted into hiking trails. These “rail trails” provide people with an idea of what it must have been like to travel over the former railway line. 

Another benefit of retaining the former railway right of way, is that at some stage, the rail line can be rebuilt! For example, QR management has said that the line from Ipswich, through Fernvale to Esk, will not be built on, just in case the line is restored, some day! 

As  I reflect on the railway scene as it stands today, I  am convinced that the downturn in rail transport that took place during the period from after the Second World War, until the 1980’s, is over. 

A rail line is to open next year, from Sydney to Mascot Airport. There are firm plans to build other new suburban rail lines in Sydney. The Sydney light rail line will be extended  to Lillyfield. A further extension to Ashfield is very likely. The operation of a light rail service into the retail heart of Sydney and onwards to the Eastern suburbs, will follow! 

Within 12 months of that line opening, a rail line will link Brisbane to it’s airport. And, yet again, there is talk of building a rail line to the Melbourne airport. 

I will move from what may be done with railways that have been closed, to what I see as the future of rail transportation! 

CHAPTER 15: 
THE FUTURE ROLE OF RAILWAYS
Much has been written about the "Nation Building" role that the railway systems have played. There is little point in going over much of that history, here. It has been said repeatedly that railways "opened up" Australia, in a similar manner to their role in the USA and Canada. It is impossible for people today, to understand the importance of the first "Great Railway Age", which took place 100 years ago. It is something like trying to explain what it meant to this country to send thousands of men and woman, to their deaths in the first world war! 

In the early part of the 20th Century there was a "mindset" in the community about fighting for "King and Country" that just doesn’t exist in the 1990’s. Last century, there was a "mindset" about the great importance of building railways to reach the agricultural and mining areas of inland Australia. The rough dirt tracks that served as roads, made transport difficult. River transport and coastal shipping played a very important part, in the transport scene. However, it was rail transportation that allowed the development of Australia’s primary and secondary industry, last century. 

The first "Great Railway Age" in Australia came to a close, once world war two, and petrol rationing, came to an end. 

At first, people used the long established public transport system to move outwards into the suburbs of our major cities. Then during the 1950’s, the railway and tramway unions would go on strike, leaving people stranded. The war years meant a lack of available finance, to modernise the run down public transport system. The decline in public transport usage, had set in. A car gave people a sense of freedom. The "motor car age" had arrived! 

The deliberate destruction of the passenger train system: 

Perhaps the word "deliberate" would seem harsh, but the events leading to the withdrawal of some of the better patronised passenger train services, demonstrate that a well thought out plan was put in place, to remove rail services, whenever politically possible! There were various contributing factors as to why passenger train services lost out to road coach operation. I will list some of those factors, in no particular order of importance. 

[1] Modern railway passenger rolling stock wasn’t introduced, before patronage began to fall to unacceptable levels. 

[2] The railway unions refused to reduce the number of people required to "crew" passenger trains. Rail management failed to remove the "fireman" on diesel loco’s, when steam engines were withdrawn. Thus, missing an opportunity to reduce the operating cost of passenger trains, in the 1950’s. When the XPT was introduced in NSW, a major train strike took place, in an attempt to retain a "second person" in the driving cab. After a long a bitter fight, the XPT’s became "driver only" trains. 

The railways wanted to introduce "driver only" rail motor services on country branch lines. The trade unions said "NO", so the trains were replaced by road coach services, which, of course, were driver only! When modern diesel rail cars were introduced on branch line services, patronage increased. When former "Riverina Express" rail cars were operated from Cootamundra to Lake Cargeligo and Tumut, there was something of a ‘rail revival". That situation was short lived. Many people came to believe that rail management was not interested in having large numbers of people travelling by train. Rail management was determined to introduce coach services. 

[3] The removal of railway post office cars and bulk mail, made the overnight trains uneconomic to operate. Parcels traffic was carried on separate trains, further weakening the financial return of passenger services. 

[4] The standard of rail track, was, and mostly remains, second rate. The XPT was designed for 200km/h travel, but it is limited to 160km/h. A 160km/h "limit" would be acceptable, if that speed could be maintained! The QR "Tilt" train is permitted to travel at 170km/h on narrow gauge! Which leaves the XPT looking a bit slow. The Perth-Kalgoorlie "Prospector" will be replaced with a "Tilt" train that will cruise at 200km/h! One can only hope that NSW rail services will receive a similar modernisation. 

The second "Great Railway Age" has arrived! Well, at least it has in Europe and Japan, anyhow. In fact, rail travel in Europe, Russia, India, China, Japan, and some other country’s never fell into the poor state that it did in the USA and Australia. This country could learn a great deal from the experience gained in the USA, since the national rail system, Amtrak, was formed in 1971. Amtrak has struggled to obtain finance from the US Federal Government, to remain in operation. Indeed, tax payer funding is due to run out in 2002. In order to remain viable, Amtrak has been forced to examine "non-traditional" means of increasing revenue. Where is the additional money coming from? The answer was, the active pursuit of mail and parcels traffic! 

The fact is, by describing the carriage of mail and parcels as "non-traditional" revenue, is quite incorrect! Mail, including the use of Railway Post Office cars, was in fact, the traditional means of making passengers trains operate at a profit! Yes, I did say profit! 

Sometimes, one needs to look back, to see a way forward! 

Whilst the Americans can teach as a thing or two about increasing passenger train revenue, so could the Europeans. High capacity economy class sleeping cars are very popular in Europe. The "couchette" sleeping compartments seat six passengers during the day, and at night, the seats convert to sleeping berths! The railway company’s make a lot of money from economy class sleeping cars. Why don’t Australian railway systems follow suit? To tell you the truth, I don’t know, but I would like to find out! Perhaps it’s the fact that we often lag years behind the USA, before "discovering" a new method of doing something. 

I feel that the railway systems should look beyond their own back yard, and examine overseas practice! The financial return of the railways, would greatly improve by returning to hauling mail and parcels. The attitude that it is too late, trucks carry mail and parcels these days, the railways could not make money from such traffic, is wrong. Dead wrong! Given a modern approach to staffing, handling methods, marketing and so on, the railways could make money hauling mail and parcels. 

I would, however, add a note of caution. Whilst the rail systems could make a profit from mail and parcels, they must "target" the market that they plan to re-enter! I shall give some examples of targeting a particular market. 

Queensland still has cattle being hauled by rail. QR go to the trouble of "marketing" the service, taking back traffic that had been lost to trucks! 

In Tasmania, an entire branch line railway will be rebuilt so that the railway company can haul logs. That traffic had been lost to trucks, years ago. But, it was decided that, given the new lower staffing costs, there is money to be made! 

The private rail operator in NZ, "Tranzrail" has re-introduced passenger trains on branch lines that have been without passenger services, for decades. The company obtained good quality second hand passenger cars from England. There is a Worldwide advertising effort being made to attract tourists. Although fares are high, on a "sectional" basis, a national tourist travel pass greatly offsets that cost. Yet, in Australia, there isn’t a national rail travel pass, available for domestic sale! The two national coach operators have various passes. Individual rail systems sell travel passes. And, after a four year battle, there is a QR/McCafferty’s tourist travel pass, for use in Queensland. No national rail travel pass, can be purchased by Australians, in their own country! 

Which rail routes in NSW, for example, would receive the "new" overnight "Mail" trains? The Sydney to Dubbo is one such line. Suitable passenger rolling stock is available in South Australia, for operation on the Sydney-Dubbo line. The current XPT could be replaced with refurbished, former, "Indian Pacific" cars. Only one set of cars would be required. The timetable may operate as follows. 

Dept Sydney 11:00pm Sunday to Friday. 

Arr Dubbo 7:00am Monday to Saturday 

Dept Dubbo 1:00pm " " 

Arr Sydney 9:00pm Monday to Saturday. 

A similar concept would operate from Sydney to Griffith. Again, only one set of passenger cars, would be required. The train would leave Sydney at 10:30pm, Sunday to Friday. Arrival in Griffith would be at 6:30am The current 8:00am departure time for Sydney, would be retained. But, the train would operate Monday to Saturday, instead of Sunday only! 

Both of the train sets that would be used on the Dubbo and Griffith lines, would remain in Sydney all day, on a Sunday. Detailed cleaning and minor maintenance, could be carried out. A similar concept to the above, could be introduced on the Sydney-Moree route. If so, it would be best, if four sets of cars were obtained. The fourth set would be "spare" from Monday to Friday. However, that set could be used to operate a "Weekend’s only" service from Sydney to Byron Bay. That service may operate as follows. 

Dept Sydney 5:00pm Friday 

Arr Byron Bay 6:00am Saturday 

Dept Byron Bay 8:00am Saturday 

Arr Sydney 9:00pm Saturday 

Dept Sydney 9:00am Sunday 

Arr Byron Bay 10:00pm Sunday 

Dept Byron Bay 11:45pm Sunday 

Arr Sydney 12:45pm Monday 

As indicated, the Sydney-Byron Bay cars would be available from 12:45pm Monday, until 5:00pm Friday, as a spare set. Therefore, it would be possible to "interchange" the set with the cars used on the Dubbo and Griffith lines. The weekends only rail service would replace the current Sydney Murwillumbah XPT service. The XPT is wasted on the Murwillumbah branch, due to the many speed restrictions in force on that line. I have said for years that the "scenic-but-slow" Murwillumbah line is far better suited to a tourist train service. The current train service exists due to a "political" decision. And, it remains so! 

How to restore branch line "Mixed" trains and rail motor services: 

Once the "heyday" of railway passenger rail service came to an end, by the 1950’s, the existing freight trains on some lines, had a passenger car attached. Thus, the term "Mixed" train. Often, the mixed trains operated at an inconvenient time of the day, for many potential passengers. Also, the mixed trains were required to operate, whether or not, freight cars were to be hauled. Apart from that, very old passenger cars were used, and passengers often took an inordinate time to reach their destination. 

My suggestion for the introduction of a modern version of a mixed train, is as follows. 

Rail lines that have multiple daily services, may be suitable for the introduction of a mixed train. In particular, if the said services are in an area of tourist potential, or operate from a large, population centre. 

I will now outline a selection of rail lines that I consider would be suitable "candidates" for the introduction of mixed trains. 

The Hunter Valley coal lines in NSW, could sustain a daily mixed train. The "Mixed" train could leave Muswellbrook at 8:00am, and travel to the Ulan coal mine. A tour of the mine could be provided, before the passenger car would be placed onto the rear of the next available coal train to Muswellbrook. 

The coal lines of Central Queensland may also be suitable for a "Tourist" mixed train service. Gladstone would be a logical starting point for such a service. CFPT provided a submission to QR suggesting that the current mixed train services on the Hughenden-Winton and Emerald-Yaraka be published in a timetable leaflet. One passenger car and one brakevan could be refurbished and used on those lines. That option would cost very little, and interstate and overseas rail enthusiasts would be drawn to the mixed train services. A further suggestion was to base the cars that form the mixed trains, in Rockhampton. The refurbished car and van would operate once weekly from Rockhampton to Yaraka. A weekly Rockhampton to Winton mixed train, would provide an additional travel option for people visiting the Stockman’s Hall of Fame. Also, a 2000 class rail car, could be based in Toowoomba, to run tourist trips. 

A passenger car could be based in Cootamundra, for operation on wheat trains, during the season. Rail enthusiasts could stay in Coota, and travel on various branch lines, depending on which grain silo’s required clearing. The point being, a series of branch lines could be travelled on, over a few days. During the grain season, mixed trains could operate on branch lines, where a shared terminus is involved. A special fare would be charged for people who wanted to travel on the mixed trains. An historic diesel rail car, such as a 1920’s built CPH class, could be based in Dubbo. A regular series of tours could be operated on "freight only" branch lines. Like the suggested mixed train services, the special rail motor trips would not compete with the road coach services radiating out of Dubbo. A tour program involving travel on the lines such as from Dubbo to Werris Creek, and on the line to Forbes and Cootamundra, would become quite popular. A "Silver City Comet" set could be based in Broken Hill. Half day tours to the Menindee lakes could be run. Longer "Comet" tours, including to Adelaide, would be viable. 

In Victoria, an historic DERM could be based in Bendigo, and operated to Echuca, and Maryborough, for example. The rail motor could also operate tours to Swan Hill. There is no reason why the same DERM couldn’t do a four month "season" in Bendigo, followed by a similar period in other regions, including Ballarat and Melbourne. 

I have suggested that the 2000 class rail car which is used on the Yeerongpilly-Corinda service, could be operated from Brisbane to Toowoomba on Saturday’s. QR is repairing other 2000 class rail cars, for use. 

I have also made QR management aware of the fact that "Tranzrail" in NZ, purchased former standard gauge cars from England. Those cars were fitted with bogies purchased from Japan. Second hand diesel rail cars are available in Japan, that would suit QR. Of course, the purchase of new passenger cars is taking place. A high speed diesel/ AC electric "Dual" mode "Tilt" train is on order from Walkers of Maryborough, for the Brisbane-Cairns route. However, there are circumstances where the obtaining of good quality second hand rolling stock, would best suit the requirements of a railway system A re-introduction of a Brisbane-Toowoomba rail service, is an example of where such vehicles would be used. It is simply a fact, that the high cost of new passenger equipment is used as an excuse for not starting such a project! QR have proven themselves to be an innovative rail system, so it is quite possible that second hand rolling stock, will be obtained, at some stage! 

There are plans to build a high speed rail route from Sydney to Canberra. There is also talk of a high speed freight/passenger rail line from Melbourne to Darwin. Logic would dictate that should the Canberra route be built, the line must be extended into Melbourne! 

Now comes the tricky question. How can two new railway’s be built to serve Melbourne from the North? The answer is, they can’t. Solution? If the Melbourne-Darwin line is built, it will go via the Goulburn Valley and the Riverina regions. Thus, at a point somewhere beyond Shepparton, a connecting line would be built, to Canberra. Therefore, instead of passenger trains taking three hours from Sydney to Melbourne, the journey may take four or perhaps, five hours. However, a five hour rail trip is much faster than travelling by car! 

We must await the construction of the Sydney-Canberra high speed rail line, plus the Alice Springs to Darwin line, to really begin to see the second Great Rail Age, come into being in Australia! Once those projects are built, the focus will be on improving other passenger services. Such excitement will build up, that fairly high speed rail services will develop on several rail corridors around the country. 

Scenario: A 200km/h "Tilt" train enters service from Perth to Kalgoorlie, in 2001. Rail authorities throughout Australia, are startled by the success of the new service, so orders are placed for similar rolling stock for use on the Sydney-Melbourne and Melbourne-Adelaide routes. The Adelaide-Alice Springs "Ghan" is replaced by a 200km/h "DAY" train! The loco hauled "Ghan" begins operation from Melbourne to Darwin, in 2005! 

Stand clear, please. The next railway age is fast approaching a "platform one", in a city or town, near you! 

TIMETABLE NOTES
A selection of rail, road coach, and airline, timetables are provided, here. Although this CD ROM deals with the period from 1967 until 1980, extracts from much older timetables are illustrated, in order for people to understand the extent of passenger train operations in Australia and the USA, in the years leading up to the period under discussion. However, a glance at timetables published after 1980, will give an idea of the “bare bones” passenger rail system, remaining in Australia, in 1999. 

Of particular note is the fact that airline and road coach timetables adopted a railway style layout, in earlier times. Many airline timetables are difficult to read and understand. One is required to search through a series of pages of a timetable book, to find “intermediate” timings on flights, which may serve a series of cities. A flight from Sydney to London, for example, may stop in Singapore and Athens or Rome, but a quick glance at an airline timetable book, will not make the ports served, or the times that the service is to reach those cities, known to the person attempting to find out that information! On the other hand, in the USA, long distance bus schedules retain a “Railroad” style layout, to this time. The reason for that, is not “nostalgia”, but that intending customers can understand how to read the timetable! 

Some extracts from pre-Amtrak train timetables are reproduced. The Union Pacific timetable of 1957 contains a series of timetables showing “Mixed” passenger/freight train services, on branch lines. As is already discussed, the author traveled on one of the last “Mixed” trains to operate in the USA. A unique situation existed on that rail system. The Georgia Railroad not only operated a daily “Mixed” on the Atlanta-Augusta “Main” line, but on three branch lines, off that main line! 

My brother, Chris, saved a 1948 TAA timetable from the “dump” in St Arnaud, in Central Victoria.  A feature of that timetable is the use of DC3 aircraft on most schedules. 

The 1950 Queensland Railway timetable is a real “gem”, as it contains schedules for so many branch lines that are now closed. The series of lines operating from Warwick and Toowoomba, would make an interesting study in themselves! Like the Union Pacific Railroad in the USA, QR published details of branch lines that did NOT, have a passenger train service. The reason for doing so, is difficult to know. 

The parcels and freight rates published in the 1950 QR timetable book, make interesting reading. Examples include the fact that it cost a minimum of 21s 6d, {about $ 2.00 }, to send a coffin by rail! Quote: Birds consigned by rail entered for competition at Egg-laying Competitions will be returned to the original sending station free of charge {owners risk}, providing a certificate is furnished in conjunction with each particular consignment that the birds duly competed and are being returned unsold. 

Ministers of religion and the wives of season ticket holders could travel at one third of the regular rail fare! QR offered discount fares to “Youths, Girls and Apprentices”. Cheap fares were also available to “Seaside” locations! People wanting to visit mountain resorts instead of the beach, would have been required to pay full fare! 

Magazine book and document collecting: This sector of the railway hobby is called, Ephemera. A few samples of magazines, booklets, advertising, etc, are provided.  Advertising, for example, can provide an idea of the social history of times past. Magazines, written in the “present tense”, upon publication, are fascinating, long after they were put out. The author has the September 1948 issue of “Trains” magazine, from the USA. An article dealing with plans to rebuild the “Monon” Railroad, from “top to bottom”, was featured. New steam and diesel locomotives were being built. Also, some of the finest “Streamliner” trains ever to enter service, were on order. However, despite spending millions of dollars, the downward trend in US rail travel, was underway. 

An undated booklet published by the former Commonwealth Railways, offers a very “upbeat” view of rail travel in the late 1950’s/early 1960’s. There should be a law enforcing a publication date, for all timetables, books, and documents. Extracts of the CR booklet are included on this CD. 

Notes on railway track gauges: The various track gauges discussed on the CD, are expressed in “Pre-Metric” terms. For people more used to Metric Measurements, the following information will be of use 

2’ gauge equals 610mm.  2’ 6” is 762mm. 3’ 6” is 1067mm. 4’ 8 ½” is 1435mm. 5’3” is 1600mm. As a matter of interest, “Metre” gauge, is 3’3”. The above mentioned rail gauges are by no means the only “active” rail gauges used in Australia, in 1999. The “light railway” being used to build the standard gauge suburban railway line from the city to Sydney Airport, is of 900mm gauge! 

Conclusion: The author of “Railways in my Blood”, expresses the hope that the examples of tickets, timetables, documents and so on, and the story of his time working for the railways, has been of interest and benefit to people who have purchased this CD ROM.  The author would welcome enquiries relating to the material published. Timetables that are NOT included, but which are in the timetable book used on the CD, can be obtained from the author. A copy of any “missing” pages, will be provided, for the cost of photo copying and postage. The capacity was not available to publish every page of every timetable leaflet used, on the CD. 

Copyright statement: All text, photos and illustrations, published on this CD ROM, are subject to copyright laws.  Concepts outlined on the CD are the intellectual property of the author, and are subject to copyright. Permission for use of material contained on this CD, other than a brief extract, for “Review” purposes, must be obtained from the author, in writing. 

VICTORIAN TRANSPORT
  
  

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Tickets Misc 

Victorian Railways Parcel Stamps 

Victorian Railways 1956 Timetable (11 page extracts) 

Victorian Railways 1969 Timetable (21 page extracts) 

Map of Victorian Railways (1956) 
  
E-Class Jolimont Yard Melbourne (1967) 

Yinnar Railway Station (c1968) 

Rail Motors at Echuca (1977) 

Genda's Bus, Dandenong Station (c1987)
<=Back to Contents Page 

  
 

[image: image4.jpg]PUFFING BILLY
STEAM MUSEUM
uLT
AL ONE:

Sings daurney
KENGINGTON






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt2.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image5.jpg]sfincER ST 8020

e
s RLLARKT
Pt it Y






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt3.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image6.jpg]ALTONA
™
EWPORT
B sinare &

§ seavo vuimes B
X

g
g
g
5
15 7]

Q& 0
B &
%0 susuounnz

T e pogs wor
s

HEIE | B

10 ST A CALRILSE





INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt4.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image7.jpg]DAY RETURN
Melboume

ALAMEIN






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt5.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image8.jpg]Victorian Public Transport
Concession Card

Age A/

VILINE. Sup't Locamotve Running !
LOCOMOTIVE CAB PASS
W GO i
15 QU509 00 s 191 0 10 Wi the

2

22 cmczssmul

i
8o

Ak

b T
/ AEVEFRAPIENTENDENT

B ENORKING

HO0H

| AT

T





INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt6.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image9.jpg]e 5963

UTILITY BLANK RETURN TICKEIR
Pl s o bl

i o
iy ot P frmlge
&

I
i T P S P
RERN ... L 0

DAILY € 1
CONCESSION

No. 5C 403983

o 4725
e WA swl_n

lorenss.  vue.. 28 w2
ton.. LM Rperses.
To Hresson






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Victick/vt7.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image10.jpg]220905




[image: image11.jpg]Country Time-Tables

OCTOBER 1956






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/1969vic/69vr1.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image12.jpg]BENDIGO, ECHUCA, DENILIQUIN (eoninued on next page)

BENDIGO, ECHUCA, DENILIQUIN (continued

® ® (continued on next page)
Pass, | Pass. Pass. Rail
mer. ®
Mon. Mon. @ . 3
5 s e Rail | Pass. | Pass. Pass. | Pass. Pass.
. Fri. Mo
MELBOURNE am. 1l ST B el P P p.m. B e e B0 e,
(Spencer St)  dep.| 8 10RQ | B20RG| 9 30R |1220RG | 35R@ JsRa 4 = i
t! lelbourne e
BOURNE m. m. |p.m. pm.
fecetnin b P e e torencanst) 45 P'Bra| b 5ra [S45Ral6 SRa a |75
unshine 1238 | * 151 4 47 {Spmioag et = £ ¥ ¥ = e
St. Albans . * . - 4 53 Rhall g . ¢ ‘Sl w ol &3 R 1714
Sydenhar * 1249 | » 2 ¢ 51 G indng 550 » 5|+ 2le205 s |723
Disgers Res: £ S g0 » 2108 511 '"“AI‘; = & ©inle T8 5 |7
au 5 " g b-] 8 154 2.I3 217" 3 520 ; i 6 i & o+ B| g & »
Upercawsod Plat. - & - 2 |— E 610 ¢ gl s al s g g 74
] £ 8 )"w:y Fes 616 |624 629 Sle46 & E 74
o e o soEfs .3 RS uperiswood Pl . e S f g
iddell ... . g £ s - I 5 -
Shabaime 43 3REE: :3 28 § Sl €8 lee Yol o8 2| s
Macedon S 939 8| » * g 25 2 i 647 656 27 5% ¥ s |82
arr . t e 8 £ s E- k=
woobend { o) o Bl o Bliois 250 E Y § Macedon S, |73 EruginE > |8 15
Carlsruhe 3 o] ¥ o]0 49§ -8 o s Tl T ° S
Kyneton 2o 2 8| 31z 315, ¢ oop s s 3 = £
Malmsbury 0i0s 8 3 812 3238 5 WEND e Thor. M ;- M 5
Taradale ... sl & -2 Ysis % 615 |65 738 (714 E72487wEhin S |83
Elphinstone 10 21 5 g 3 3‘33. 5 Carlsruhe 621§ . 7 41§ * 2l . 2. G * © *
Chewton z glloz g o g Kytiaon 710 § 72 w737 3(740 7 f11 2% |845
CASTLE- arr 1029 11033 £f 8 3 342 ¢ Mylmsbur & 735 21746 21749 ¢ |1l E 853
MAINE dep. <03 £ 3 34 < T & a 7413 6/7523875536 |+ 8 | %
Harcourt . 10 45 ? 3 355 Eltadetne: & ) 746 275788 02| » <
Ravenswood 10558 | & g ch 2 g 7528 2l8 3228 62 + 5
Kangaroo Flat 6 5 3 417 SASTiE. - . 757" 8ls a°8a 1l & £ i
Golden Square 1110 > 4 421 MAIN o 33 2 870 4811 Ligi4 L lids 5 |90
L BenE o & s Harcourt § 3 slo p23eac| s |0
Rail | Rail Rail Ravenswood g 2 E e H
car ks e angarog 3 é < 833 g ;3 g g 12,15 -4 9,38
: 8 837 »
sat. Mon, | Mon. st e o] 5 g s o jsss lead |sw
BENDIGO Fri. BENDIGO a ] 3
Nth. BendigoJcen. | 2 g 8
Epsom ... & g a
53 B
de 12,10 445 10 | ] o
Nth. Bendigo Jctn. - & 5 I3N 5 23 =
Epsom ... § 3 § [ st g { A : 'g;“ H
Bagshot ... 12 298| ... s 529 2 35
Goornong W ss |35 | BTigs 1l sT B 3
Elmore s4f . 5257 |5 54 ortiog ' 8E& 5
Rochester g 54 s E : Eeaix Rl £
SRR : L ° Gulpa Siding ... 2 3
ECHUCA e H | pENILI arr, I
" 3 8| e
oama ... s S
Barnes. S - 630 e $ymbols : A—Connects at Woodend with 6.5 p.m. traip rom Spencr Strest,
joira H i 6 «2 2 *—Non sto| tops, xlrequnredA to pick up or set down passengers, mz:ls or vangoods.
Mathoura : 2 = 659 2 $—Stops, if requlred :e pick up or set down passengers only. class suburban
Gulpa g il & 8 .. 712§ 8 ticket holders are ne ted to travel in first class nrrlages ol country tralns R—Refresh-
DENILIQUIN arr.| 2 55 o 7 40 ments available. M—S ps Monday to Thursday to set down only. Y—Stops to pick up
9 2 school students only. Wil not stop during o holiday periods. - @—Reservation of seats
i page

Symbols :

*—Non stop. T—Stops, if required, to pick up passengers, mails or vangoods. §—Stops,
if required, to pick up or set down passengers, mails or vangoods. $—Stops, if required,
to pick up or set down passengers onl i o) i

to set down school students only. Will not stop during school holiday ’
ciass suburban ticket holders are Mot permitted to travel in frst class carriages of country
trains.  @—Reservation of seats optional, see page 32. I—Relre:hmenu available.

THE MAN TO SEE
if you want any
freighting advice

HE'S
YOUR
. FRIEND

;

. |

>, YOUR WOOL

gets DUST PROOF
PROTECTION when you

SEND [T BY RAIL

YOUR LOCAL STATIONMASTER WILL BE PLEASED TO
DISCUSS WOOL TRANSPORT WITH YOU

35






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Vicpic/eclass.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image13.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]




INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Vicpic/dern.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image15.jpg]




INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/Vicpic/dandy.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image16.jpg]



[image: image17.jpg]>
Robinval

Lyans.

Wingeel AN forio

Irymple
Redeliffs

! BaniZr
For continuation of Map (e - Yunger:
H SEE INSET Koorkab
Annueilo
Koolaan
: Haimbo Perekerten
Natyd
s ! Kiamat Balton
R Kulwin ~ fManangatang o - Berambong
tuyen e R
e Tatah N\ wynga Leitpar  \ocamba  Miralte oulamein
& 13 e o, y
o X Torrita i Chinkapeok (et
1 et RS Tnderbool Branzewing ¥: Dhuragoon
= @G o ad’ Boinka Prec Millan Chillingollah
PO RS Pira) - Niemur
& Towangie roeid Woorineh
o marin
: s - Waitehe swaN D . Jimaringle
! i L
Tureiff ace Ultuma Lake Baga' Wakoo!
) Sea Lakd Tresco Nurrabit et
bt Meatian Mystic Park 0 Yallakoof (
Berriwilock Lake Charm p Caldwell Southdown
| & Pksandraok Wil laun
Wosmetang atvert sl 6 e Grtoran oo Finley
Hopetoun ftges) Keran) &
H Watehupga Cannie Pyramid Ck.
Yaapeer = Warne Bunnaloo RIVER
Abacutya Rosebe: Curya st ekl Thyrs Mshara
| o % Nollawi Quambatask T "
Kinnabulla i v omboeta e
Raihbow il 8 Youmosa Macorna Lertchyille (s o
Gredgwin GunBawer
H Birchy 9 Picol
Pultut Galaquil 1270 Barraport Mincha Lajliis . uraee Katinga
Byamid 4 \Patho Barnes
! Ellar Sivin MortonPlains  Nfycheproof Nathalia™ W
Netherby Bt o Mdama
Yanat. Jeparit 18 Sl Watchem Glentath) 5 u,n.:;;"""‘"" ECHUCA’
i g . " I Teddywaddy 5 Weame  \fotta Kanyapella
. i arracknsbeat < s o Mysia Lockingtony Strathallan
SR tchtiel im > 05 un Drair
goraertomn 8" @ o Janewers s e Berung ralrie MEColl
S nmr_a = 5 o Sheep Hills Donsts g™ W orongvale LU
Faniva Gerany Nullan e ilen e
oot 2 Gerung N oimnoota A cotape veddectuenune andarra |
g vie s .
Wl wanwa WS o
Coramby, & Sutheriand Slhait R R s Raywood
m 9™ e
= rangham Lk o Tt Jung——Qrurtos e ganyens StArnaud o
G, %o, 0y, o o Ropanyup o
4, o, 0, V0 Sy, fiackson Marnao rapsest Arnotd &
2 Hrrances VT Mt uie HoRsHAM Lubeck X, Emd Lty Y
ac olangum urie
SNCEE 19 % Beatiby b Mo
o (i Goldsborovg® in, 20
s
Ravenswond
Kybybolite pe ol 29
o
yodm Deep Lead Bung g, A5
Naracoorte ng e
— Homebush &
STAWELL me e o 7k
! Pyatony e
strunn | s com x
i Vioranding roadrn o
e Garlsrube  joupneN imore East
CoRngrrra Woitbrandsy S0 Woodena Bylands\ Y wandong!
i P N e e
Penard Sl 4y, \Waceson Watlan
N Beveridge.
S NCarkatield 15
| e i
l Danngbrack
Sunbury
! Castertan  Coleraine Cagebarn
[Keiapatios. Sandford parkwood ot Semerean
I Hent) Wanna Sv;”:-\':
: Merino Bochars e o
o Grassdale W mopertoed
S, ra g o
K o 02+
WO rais 24 Weresith 155 meyBol
2 e e Geries
R | Dartmesr N narkeet tehidgd v, o o
S Feenwald o e
W ! Liresnval O Bannackbum), o FLara

Daklands
Wangamang
Sanger

Rennie

Yartawong!

Katamatite
Lilliput
Peechelba £

o o ¥

VeSS

Pl
Kanumbra Mansfield

arck
Koriella

Alexandra

sing/ai 5 vﬂ‘b\f“‘;“:‘” s i
g W 55 = lines abhe map is 3 handy guide to the folder. The numbers placed against the railway
. R 7 nes tell you the numbers of the corresponding time-tables. Here are examples:
A s 7 w i gteh i the T You wish to find a station on the map., first find the station and its table number
e aroai T s %, ~ "t in the station index at the beginning of the folder. The corresponding table number on
octiand Weh, o Cabden s o Hasin the map will indicate the line on which your station can be found.
— Tondar fmgamie_ WETEIEE  Nypomntiarn e o Bours . If you wish to find the time-table for, say, the Sale line, look on the map. Placed
iy Rlansford Glaniynty oot rmamrosn b AT OT Phieses Hhrprlimarsy against the line near Sale station is the figure 39. Turn through the folder until you
) s amarry T A s th find Table 39, under the heading of which the train times for Sale line stations are shown.
il Gellnrang o) 4 . The map also indicates the junction stations. These are interesting as generally
" ot Yoy 2" being the places where you change. trains if your destination is on a branch ine. You
e e urse, consult the time-table about this the map is a reminder oni
T iy 5 : only.
FBecchiirest ures shown in.
eshanan =
o 2
Time-Table numbers. SCALE OF MILES
Vi o e

hitern R Koztan Fitdeas Bodatta o
Springhurst & Qi Sheitey g
& < HuonNPporg, lingatta
o Ry 36 Beetoomba
Devenisn - B Aeriome
oA P BeecuworTH T
ras lilba Ti
/29 i
Sorean ) Cotargo o
pste
EER, Myrticford
Ovens.
Eurobin
Porepunian
BRIGHT Bega

i6 ! lg Goondah
e W 3 &
- “ourg, = gh
- O Yass Junc
cdigan (577, \STS 16
o o
Tureka «
Cattid Yards = Sarropuck
Gundagai e
e
|} BALLARAT 24 L
A.Mi DI%YRXICT
MILES
/ .
Westhy s / Australian

Batlow ! T‘aP‘t""
\ Territory

{

Culcairn <

Halbrook: &

Tumbasumba

SOUTH

WODONGA

Hirais Pambulous

Wattacooe )

Loy
[
WichopSery
Hillside 20,

HOW TO USE THIS MAP





[image: image18.jpg]MAP SHOWING
MAIN AND
INTERSTATE RAILWAY LINES
OF AUSTRALIA

RAILWAY GAUGES

4 By GAUGE

53 GAUGE ..

3 6 GAUGE

/'Mummm

Kalannie

Leorora

Mullewa
Geraldton (&

r/

\
FERTH,

% “Albany

SCALE OF MILES

o 30 100 150 200 %6 300 35040
]

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Esperance

\linhmnu Q

mﬂlnlum

!
! .
| &
i | Cairns
| .' e y
Croydon
| I :h Q
| | orsay! \ingham
| X | \ WNSWLLE
i NORTHERN TERRITORY | oo . Q_
i i S P g Bowen
[ r;oun( Isa ot
| | oaiarra Mackay
| i QUEENSLAND
Winton
|| I Blair Athol
1 ALICE SPRINGS | Langreach \ee® e
| I i ROCKHAMPTON
i |I - Springsure Rannes Gladstone
araka
[ i \
‘-‘:"—“““——"—-‘-———-I-____ Theodore 3\:““““'!
! T
| 1 Quilpie Charlewille Injune ’/
|
i Oodnadatta [ Went e
2 e )
| ’ Glenmorgan Dargy )
a
!‘ | Cunnamulla —— BRISBANE
i SOUTH AUSTRALIA - S Bircanband itk outhport
MARREE | T e BB
d o I Potstos, Hore jARRA
«© <o atar
SR Bourke Walggel
| b,
1 . """”MNmb Grafton
! Penang. , G:Fhrglr
L onambie
Coctboradgn@ROKEN HILL P

PORT AUGUSTA J&uorn
Whyaiis | §
PORT PIRI

Port Lincaln

Servicetol
e S Kingston

St Mary's
TASMANIA

Fitzgeraid

HOBART

NEW SOUTH WALES

e

e ULBURN

i Lo
NBERRA





New south wales transport
  
  

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

New South Wales Railway Tickets Misc 

Passengers Luggage Labels 

Parcel Stamps 

New South Wales Bus Tickets 

New South Wales Bus Tickets 

NSWGR 1972 Timetable Book  (33 page extracts) 

 Rail Motor at Inverell (c1973) 

Derailed Indian Pacific at Broken Hill (1973) 
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QUEENSLAND transport
  
  

Queensland Railways Tickets Misc 

Queensland Railways Tickets Misc 

Queensland Railways Tickets Misc 

Queensland Railways Tickets Misc 

Spirit of Capricorn Ticket 

Queensland Railways Timetable 1950 (28 extracts) 

Railcar 1901 at Yeerongpilly (c1973) 

Brisbane to Syndey Greyhound Coach (1992) 

Mixed Train in Mount Isa (1979) 

1200 Class Locomotive Denison Street Rockhampton (1979) 

1524 at South Brisbane (1979) 

2000 Class Railcar, South Brisbane Station (1975) 

Westlander at Cunnamulla (1979) 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN transport
  
  

Western Austraila Railways Tickets 

WAGR Timetable 1967 (10 extracts) 

Mount Newman Railroad Ore Train (1979) 

Mount Newman Railroad ALCO Unit #5482 (1979) 

Mount Newman Railroad "Sundowner" in Mount Newman Yard (1979)
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south Australian transport
  

South Australian Employee Travel Passes 

Commonwealth Railways Booklet (10 Page Extracts) 

South Australian Railway Tickets Misc 

Inter-System Paper Pass and SAR Employee Pass 

The "Indian Pacific" being watered in Cook, South Australia (1973) 

South Australian Railways Timetable (July 1972 31 Extracts)

 HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\Documents%20and%20Settings\\Terry\\Desktop\\Railways%20in%20my%20blood\\Data\\Images\\1972sart\\72sa1.html" 
 

901 on "East-West" Adelaide Station (1981)
<=Back to Contents Page
[image: image53.jpg]AL

AYS
[ s}

FIRST €LASS

p RETURN
Iy 7987

e of e Bobe w79

b IF NoT
e A T
Jouedy ,/;fffwa»: “

Heid CloekhSccs

Secretay

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILWAYS
sEconD cuass ; RETORR
Ne 9873 u

Why Grantil o= Rl Tk, R €




[image: image54.jpg]IWAYS

i L





[image: image55.jpg]48986

ISLINGTON

OVINGHAM

e
o e
=

» 7450

ADELIDE

PR

7450 |

RALwAY
R
Moy

AILWAY  MUSEUM
MILE END





INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/satick/sat3.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image56.jpg]e e i e L
I cgp e —

e

ECONOMY TRAVEL

INTERSYSTEM PAPER PASS No 150377

et s et e e s )
o

Qo XS Vieurs

wcx nmeow

SSCED SCREGY To CONDTIONS

Josusa at—S14 Sl pae ST
B P SN By deten 0 BTN
pass e aNER N GaEY S S
e ———
from SOt S SENEE'N AND RETURN
e e o
Naw | Ve | s b | ot |t s | T

FIRST _SierE
RETURN

L7989
gf\\ éauleuw [T
pass e G Cole
e ke
% 33 .

" AGT COLEGTE I WIST B IREDINTELY RETURNER T THE 1SS

s Hug\‘& V\A e
G

Secrtry





INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/1972sart/72sa1.JPG" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image57.jpg]



[image: image58.jpg]



Usa & Canada transport
  
  

USA Train Tickets Misc 

USA Train Tickets Misc 

USA Train Tickets Misc 

USA Train Tickets Misc 

Western Maryland Railway Company 
  
AMTRAK Timetable (July 12 1971 - 4 extracts) 

AMTRAK Timetable (July 12 1976 - 17 extracts) 
  
Yakima tram (1976) 

Cleaveland Shaker Heights Train (1977) 

Dayton Ohio Trollybus Depot (1977) 

D&RGW Dome Car (1976) 

D&RGW Tickets and Seat Checks 

"Rio Grand Zeppher" (1976) 

El Paso PCC cars (1976) 

El Paso "Old Look" GM Buses (1976) 

Empire Builder Dome Car (1976) 

ICG Freight Train at Effingham, Il (1976) 

New Orleans St Charles Avenue Streetcar (1976) 

Pittsburg PA "Budd" Cars (1977) 

Pittsburg PCC Cars (1977) 

Philadelphia SEPTA Trolly and Diesel Buses (1974) 

CSS&SB Interurban South Bend (1974) 

Southern Pacific Locomotive San Fransisco (Third and Townsend Station) (1976) 

Southern Pacific Locomotive San Fransisco (1974) 

"Coast Starlight" Approaching Portland Oregon (1974) 

Mack Railcar Winnipeg Canada (Postcard) 

WP&Y GE Locomotive (1980) 

White Pass to Scagway Train (1980) 

SCL Employee Timetable (1971) (cover) 

SCL Employee Timetable (1971) (page 2) 

SCL Employee Timetable 1971 (page 3) 

SCL System Map (rear cover) (1971) 

Union Pacific 6900 Near Cheyenne Wyoming (1976) 

Union Pacific Railroad Timetable Book (7 extracts) 

Georgia Railroad Mixed Train (1977) 

Georgia Railroad Atlanta - Augusta Ticket 

Georgia Railroad timetable (5 extracts) 

Trains Mag 1949 (16 extracts) 

MK&O Lines Timetable Folder 1st Extract 

MK&O Lines Timetable Folder 2nd Extract 

Indian Trails Timetable Folder 1st Extract 

Indian Trails Timetable Folder 2nd Extract 

American Buslines Timetable Folder 1st Extract 

American Buslines Timetable Folder 2nd Extract 

Russles Guide National Bus Timetable 

New Mexico Map of Bus System 

Ontario Canada Map of Bus System 
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AMTRAK Timetable (July 12 1971 - 4 extracts)
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Map of Intercity Railroad Passenger Routes: 

[image: image65.jpg]14 15

INTERCITY RAILROAD @ PASSENGER ROUTES

National Railroad = Passenger Corporation

Huvll i (

0 yw.uman

. cmna Forks

) \

\
Po N Ge
ctlond g§— — \ /
/ N
J o, 1% N
QIE ugene y el \:,J g;—” BOSTON
,’/ ( Rodhesier = ?"%,6 :
(4 yracuse 811 %o k1 Perovidence
? QKlamath Falls I’ i 2 BUFFALS () "p“ |{‘ 5 '
, [} | s & Vi ///'\\ B oven
| | e %, \ Bate " DEIROIT, Ao =~ M vorx
3 1 | ’L Milwaukee ] 70,) Creek () A S e
/ [ e - | — o= and Ny
. S s — ,ﬁ.‘,e Altoona Horrisburg
§ dounsmure | | = Rock |,|,,,d.,C:'C“G° / 7,,1-?’““'“ - , .7 4P hiladelphio
) I Elko Ogden | 5
/ - ¥ § cfaitimore
G 1L —1 7~
/ ’ olumbus’ vz /\J‘ ® AS@}GTM,D:
Reno | Saltloke®q i /
\ | City o, J
san FRANCISCO /F ocramento i ., Richmond
EWPORT NEWS
oakiano (
L .. IORFOLK

2 Rseines

(

Santo Bcrbg b

/" Charionie 8
/ Gnuwmc’ cq“‘\.* .

—( .D‘ A
N 0 -0
LOS ANGELES (GAY
"‘\""",:ﬁ.u.\uo AChorieston
Augusta_
san DIEGO () vannoh

PECLE J\____ — — —— fyJocksonville

—
Wildwood ()
o Designated end point cities POrlando
o Route identification points N\ gy ()
ST. PETERSBURG () 5t Polm Beoch

=saseaen Service from Fort Worth to Houston will
be shifted from Temple route to Dallas
routg as soon as possible

~-~ Added Amtrak service OMiIamI
+e o Experimental Amtrak Route

o o @ o Non-Amtrak railroads






Page 23: 

[image: image66.jpg]23

CHICAGO-TAMPA /ST. PETERSBURG
AND MIAMI

(VIA LAFAYETTE-LOUYSVILLE)

90-15- 16-6-11-
12-5-15| Miles o D 16-93
Daily (Local times) Daily

(Penn Central) 4

Bgoam| ofveiiiiiians CHICAGO (C.7) .. | 750 v

(Central Station)

91 AM| 32| d ARGLE2T

G40AM| 54 (. (6B em

1103 A M| 13 . 50 em

1225 pm| 193 « Indiana [ 340 P m
480> ..Loul: 140 v

450 P m

550 pm
800 2

1005 ¥ w

12104 M
2304 M

2PAM
‘4§A M
745 A M

B30Am e

9454 M 750 e

TI3AM .| 630 »

1330 A M | 615 ¢

G114 e €355 Pt
140 7w 335 rm

1200 » 2t B05rm

215 ¢ m 250 e m

400 ¢ w0 110 ¥ m

455 pm 1235 P m

555 rm 1121 A M

635 m 1100 A M

B&2rm 117 e m

@21 0 1240 ¢

605 F m 1220 A M

1627 7 fios3 A M

640 ¢ m fiogs A M

702 1w 1030 A 3
715 e m| 1508 ollywoo 1070 A M
755 | 1326 MIAMI (£. | o4sam

EQUIPMENT
Train Nos. 8-12-5-15—South Wind
Coaches ...cceversis Chicago-Miami
Diner-Lotinge ... ...Chicago-Miami
sxupep—kmmmn, Double Bedrooms Chicago-Miami

Coach ... hicago-St. Petersburg
Sleeper—Roomettes, Double Bedraoms. .«.«Chicago-St. Petersburg

EXPLANATION OF SIGNS

« Stops to discharge revenue passengers from Montgomery and beyond
or receive revenue passengers for Jacksonville and beyond.

4 Stops to discharge revenue passengers from Birmingham and beyond
or receive revenue passengers for West Palm Beach and beyond.

cStops to discharge revenue passengers from West Palm Beach and
beyond or receive revenue passengers for Birmingham and beyond.

& Stops to discharge revenue passengers from Jacksonville and beyond
or receive revenue passengers for Montgomery and beyond.

f Stops only on signal or advance notice to ticket agent or conductor to
receive or discharge revenue passengers.

A No facilities for handling baggage at this station. Baggage should
be checked to or from nearest station where facilities are available.

®Lafayette and Indianapalis do not observe Adyanced Standard time,
‘Times shown at these points conforms to local time.

o Tickets reading via Tllinois Central will be honored via Gulf Trans-
port Co., between St. Louis and Carbondale. Hand baggage only will be
checked. Consult Ilfinois Central agent.

(C. 7.)—Central time.

CHICAGO - NEW ORLEANS

(VIA CARBONDALE - MEMPHIS - JACKSON)

Connecting Bus Service St. Louis-Carbondale

Carbondale

]':',:‘“1" Miles TABLE 21 L

,} (Zttinois Central)

8ooAM o |lve.. ++0s::CHICABO (C.70)........arr (1235 A M

(Central Station)

Bgoam 22 Homewood . 1140 ¢

90Ba M| 55 Kankakee 1110 ¢

955A M| 112 Rantoul 1018 » m

030 AM| 127 Champaign- 1002 ¢ 1

wosgam 171 . attoon 905 ¢ at

1x2gAn| 198 . Effingham 840 p

121 ags ! Centrali

1251 py| a8y Du Quoin

L3 o St. LouisA ...........
(Union Station)

.. Belleville,

01505 08 -t mi 0n £ )

1

2=
3%
o
2=z

GRSERAN
mmxwm
ZzzREzx

4
-
z

1205 A M

20A M

gax [arr,

Coaches, Reserved Seats
Diner-Counter-Lounge .

EQUIPMENT

Train Nos. | and 2—City of New Orl

.Chicago-New Orleans
Chicago-New Orleans

(£.7.)—Eastern time.

Coaches, Dome Lounge, Diner
Sleeper—Roomettes, Double Bedrooms . .

CHICAGO-HOUSTON
(VIA KANSAS CITY-FORT WORTH)
.95 i
Dty |Miles TABLE 22 L
1
v (Santa F2) )
500rmM o flve. - CHIGAGO (C.7).......ammfro 15 A 1
| {Union  Station)

PERE Jollet.
Py 8064y
Tl em| 13 Chillioothe 725 A m
800 P n| 177 Galesburg. G3bAm
910 p | 232 ort Madi: 540 AM
1020 | 31z 425AM
1053 e nt| 346 |3s0am
NBrm| 385 315AMm
100 A M| 449 205 AM
1464 4| 48 1250 A m
az5a M| 515 12 20 A 3
3asaml sy 1105 ¢ m
Ys0AnM| 60 1000 ¢ ¥
sAN 67 910 2 m
i i
753 eM
758 A% 786 | §47 v m
83 am| Biy 610 ¢
925 A M| BeB 540 p
055 AM| 86 500 p a
1026 A M| 881 440 ¢ 0
AN o 3i5ex
1236 v m| o8 231 e
210 p | 1052 108
257 » m| 1081 . Cleburne 1223 p m
408 ¢ | 1155 ‘McGregor. . 1107 A M
445 v | 1Bo Temp 10 45 A 3
649 » m| 1291 BstAM
845 £ | 1386 | | 730 A M

EQUIPMENT
Train Nos. 15 and 16 —Texas Chief

.Chicago-Houston
«.Chicago-Houston
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SEATTLE - SAN FRANCISCO/OAKLAND-
SAN DIEGO

(VIA PORTLAND AND LOS ANGELES)

Through servicc operates Tri-Weekly (from Seattle nd Port-
jand on Mondays, Thursdays and Saturdays; and from San
Diego and Los Angeles on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays)

No.98 | No. 11 No.99 | No.12

Leaves Arrives
Mon.,

Thurs,
and
Sat.

Miles TABLE 27

(Burlington Northern)

ive.. . SEATTLE (. 7)) arr
{King Street Station)

1215 ¥ m

105em
147 e m

s
283

eReperet
zxe

(Soutkern Pactfic)
Portland

oaw e Dovwe MW
SBG |8

o o 4
btk

arr. iSan Francisco .lve.

Leaves

Mon,,

Thurs.
and

Sat,

HB35 A M[EB 35 A M lve..5San Franeisco.arr.

895
948 |.
1015

1149 [,
1268
133 |,
1375

905 A M
10354 M
1148 A M
238rm
453 ¢ 3
545pm
7059 m

1035 4 M

238 ¢ m

SHW

1o 15 A M

1375
1407 |,
415 [
439 |,
1461
1479
1503

W@~y |~avnni
SNSUGR

EQUIPMENT—Train Nos. Il and 12
- Seattle-San Diego
.. Seattle-Los Angeles
Seattle-San Diego
cattle-San Diego

Lounge i
Sleepers—Roomettes,

Coaches ... .Oakland-Los Angeles
Food Service. Oakland-Los Angeles
Lounge. .. {Oakland-Los Angeles

|

Baggs
be hecked to oF from nearest scation where facilities are avala
ge service on this train,

@ No b:

SEATTLE-PORTLAND
(VIA TACOMA)

1959 11| 199 1) 12| 196
ol | Miles TABLE 28 Hiay
Duily| ™2 paily Duily| ™22 Duily

1|8t | St
‘ ¢ J, (Burlington Novthern) 1 ¢ f
AN Leave] [anRive{a m | 23|23
5301215 9% o ©vei SEATTLE (2.T)) 515|840
Street Station)
620 105ho30 40 Tacoma 423 746
S|4 -] 7 st Olym) A i T
722 2100133 o4 .Centralia. 044 377|644
806/ 2581206 . Kelso 859 225/ 559
848 3381248 Vancouver J| 830 148 520
910/ 400 110 PORTLAND | 80| 130 500
R asive] [mave|aw|p s |ea
EQUIPMENT
Train Nos. 195, 196, 198 and 199
Lounge-Snack Car, Coaches .vv. Seattle-Portland
LOS ANGELES-SAN DIEGO
80 78] 76 BBl
Miles TABLE 29 iy
aad [Padly|Daily
i,

(Santa Fe) IR IR

LEAY { SGHRIVE AM|AM|PM
° 0S ANGELES (»~. 9 45/12 55/ 655
26 .Fullerto 612
36 Santa A 554
6 518
86 457
104 43
128 400

...... Fu

EQUIPMENT
Train Nos. 75 and 78
++.Los Angeles-San Diego
77
Lounge, Coaches. .. ..Los Angeles-San Diego
EXPLANATION OF SIGNS

A No facilities for handling baggage at this station. e should

e,

§ Bus service to and from 4ag Mission Street, San Francisco, Calif.
(P.Z.)—Pacific time.

SEATTLE -

SAN FRANCISCO/OAKLAND -

SEATTLE

SAN DIEGO

~e,
1y IGO0

PORTLAND

KUAMATH PALLS

e TOEMIGATD
g

SAN FRANCISEO/
OAKLAND.

SAN DIEGD






[image: image68.jpg]Amtrak National Train Timetables

To find the page number of the schedule for the line on this map. Then, turn to the page number
route you will be taking, simply locate the route indicated by the circled number on the route line.

VANCQUVER

#

TORONTC
@
PORT,

NEW ORLEANS

HOUSTON

NUEVO
LAREDO

FEATURES IN THIS TIMETABLE

How to Read this Timetable in 4 Easy Steps

Nationwide Reservation and Information Telephone Numbers, and Today's Train

Arrival and Departure Information
Passenger Stations. .

Traveling by Train . .. Things You Should Know
Train Name Index . .

Intercity Rail Passenger Routes .
Accommodations and Features on Amtrak Trains
Connecting Intercity Rail and Motor Coach Service
Sample Fares. .

Reference Marks. . .........

Page(s)
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16-17
32-33
40-41
54-57
58-60
61-62
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THIRD CLASS SECOND CLASS FIRST CLASS TIME TABLE NO. 1
591 (581 | 585 | 557|109 | 105 197 | 3 (175 | 85 | 1 | 83 = A IN EFFECT
28 | 82 April 30, 1973
e e = Trough | Torsush | Trawnr' | Teain Pk Champion] Tain | Moteer | 22 g‘: R e
Daily Ex. Sat. | Ex.Sat. |Ex. Mon.| Daily Daily Daily Daily | Ex. Mon. Daily Daily Daily
P. w): AM. | AM | AM|P.M|P.M.|AM|P.M.|P.M. A M. |A M AM SEATIONS
630 90 | 400 | 300 [1100 | 345 | 545 | 300 | 235 |A293 ‘_‘T FLORENCE ®
296 35 |8 SoUTH FLORENCE
300 72| AVA
A0 | 163 GOWARD
1001 | 430 | 405 |1120 | 410 | 605 | 322 | 255 [A36 | 232 LAKIE:G}TY &
1017 | 445 | 425 | 1130 | 426 | 615 | 332 | 305 |A®l | 377 KINGSTREE
L 230 1138 | 435 | 623 | 340 | 313 |AM2 | 484 LANE ®
A0 | 567 ST. STEPHEN
30 | 1050 | 520 | 500 | 1201 | 500 | 645 | 402 | 35 |A3Gs | 72.0 MONCKS CORNER g
R MT. HOLLY
5 ww | s | HAN:A:;EAN
nss | 93] | MEAD’S x-s0u
1220 o705 | 422 lsa5 |AE8 | %5.0| | CHARLESTON
353 |1130 | 550 | 535 |1222 | 525 | 707 | 424 | 357 |Ass ﬁé T s:'w% e
L 730 |[a 355 A390 96.3 BENNETT
ne | w2 | BN
W |95 | 5% oeAvioN Akih
830 M9 | 1008 JOHNS ISLAND
0 - |mo s RAVENEL
%20 1205 | 620 | 649 |1247 | 553 | 732 | 449 | 422 |A49 |124.5 JACKSONBORO
A 945 1255 741 | 47 | a0 | 1340 cnnxéiponn "
1235 650 731 105 615 |s 755 507 442 |A443 148.2 YEMASSEE ® X-SCL
1255 | 710 | 800 630 | 807 454|459 164.6 n.mul::';.AND
80 | 133 819 | 531 | 506 [M74 | 179.4 HARDEEVILLE o
M8l | 186.4 CHATHAM
135 | 750 | 900 | 153 | 705 | 839 | 553 | 528 |[A490 196.0§ CENTRZA;. JCT.  x-ceA
20 | 900 | 930 | 210 | 745 [so00 | 610 |seas (A 1966 5| T SAVANNAH  xso
A-M.|A.M.[AM.|[P.M.|[A.M.|A M. P.M. A M.|AM.[A M.
Ex. Sat. | Ex. Mon, Daily Daily Daily Daily Ex. Mon, Daily Daily Daily





[image: image91.jpg]CHARLESTON SUBDIVISION NORTHWARD

TIME TABLE NO. 1 FIRST CLASS SECOND CLASS THIRD CLASS
IN EFFECT 2| 2 (176 | 84 | 4 | 86 (120 | 112 | 110 | 584 | 580 | 558 | 592
April 80,138 Z"% Auto | Piggyback Auto Through | Through | Through | Local | Local | Local | Local
33 Train | Special | Meteor | Train |Champion| Freight | Freight | Freight | Freight | Freight | Freight | Freight
_'[ T FLORENCE © AlvARD ol 405 | 730 [s1010 | 1206 [ 226 [1015 | 810 | 530 1000
E{ SOUTH FLORENCE 3 945
il JAvA
9.1
COWARD i 925
LAKE OITY ® |595 | a2 | e | 95 |17 | 144 | 03 | 730 | 425 915
KINGSTREE s 845 405 758
LX}}! ® [|3s,| %05 903 | 1057 | 125 723 |a1040
8T. S'E%PH!N s 710 | 1022
MONCKS CORNER @ 38| 241 | 546 | 840 |1037 | 105 | 800 | 637 | 325 632 | 957
MT. HOLLY e 535 625 618 | 942
{ HANAHAN
‘ MB%J'S X-50U
. CHARLESTON 221 s 820 51240
E T S“Y ® X-s0U mov_v 220 520 818 | 1019 | 1237 720 610 250 602 920
BENNETT YARD O 41110 | 600 |L 915 [a1100
i
$0. DRAYTON HALL
Jonns:'::s_x.mn " 212 | 510 | 808 | 1010 | 1225 558 1035
RAVENEL ey 1025 900
JACKSONBORO =il s 452 620 | 537 | 150 | 1010
GREEN POND Yo y| 146 | 443 | 754 | 955 | 1215 527 11000 800
YEMASSEE @ xsc. ?1};:3 136 | 430 | 734 | 935 [s1150 | 540 | 512 | 110 730
REG:;%-AND s 414 455
HARDE:!(,VH.L! ® [39% | 112 | 400 | 712 | 912 |1127 | 457 | 440 | 1228 540
CHATHAM (2]
é[ c‘"“fal' JCT.  xcoa 1252 | 338 | €52 | 82 |1107 | 417 | 411 | 1147 515
ilie SAVANNAH sq{vaRe 9l 1250 | 330 | 650 | 850 [1105 | 400 | 400 | 1130 500
A.M.|P. M. P.M.[P.M. [P.M.[A. M. [P.M.|P.M.|A.M. |A. M. |P.M. |P. M.
Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily | Ex. Mon. | Daily Ex. Sun. [ Ex. Sun. | Ex. Sun. Daily






INCLUDEPICTURE "Railways%20in%20my%20blood/Data/Images/scltbl/seaboard4.JPG" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image92.jpg]ANBURG

LISLE

AVANNAH_ YARD
SARGESEN A

P WHITE Wag

WORTH E
SOUTHQV

Y BURROU
mfv

CSREE N

%

“\

ELN0-RE NC. E
DIVISION





[image: image93.jpg]2 fine Trains Serving the West

One of the smartest, most luxurious
trains in America with ultra-modern
Pullman and Coach equipment for
travelers between Chicago and Port-
land-Tacoma-Seattle.

Features an Astra Dome dining car,
also an Astra Dome Lounge and
Coach

Everything is provided for complete
travel comfort and enjoyment to and
from the Evergreen Vacationland - -
The Pacific Nosthwest.

A top favorite for Pullman and Coach

travelers between Chicago and Denver
. in the cool Colorado western

mountainland, nearest to the East.

Includes unique Old English club
car, “The Pub,” for all patrons . . .
attractive Club Lounge for Pullman
occupants . . . inviting Dining Car.
It’s just a relaxing overnight trip,

west and east, on the popular “City
of Denver.”

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD

Omaha 2, Nebraska

PRINTED INU. §. A.—OMAHA PRINTING COMPANY—5-15-87
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Georgia Railroad Timetable
[image: image96.jpg]ATLANTA AND WEST
POINT RAILROAD

THE WESTERN RAILWAY
OF ALABAMA

GEORGIA RAILROAD

TIME
TABLE
No.

Taking Effect at 12:01 A.M.
SUNDAY, APRIL 10, 1977
EASTERN STANDARD TIME

FOR THE GOVERNMENT
OF EMPLOYES ONLY

DESTROY TIMETABLES OF PREVIOUS DATES

M. S. JONES, JR—President-General Manager
T. O'BRIEN—General Superintendent-Chief Engineer
E. J. HALEY—Chief Mechanical Officer
J. L. WILSON—Superintendent of Transportation
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BETWEEN ATLANTA AND AUGUSTA

EASTWARD

5

THIRD CLASS Em é E TIII:;I:AIBLE géis : Eﬂss; P‘I.Ilgg F%Iﬂlgi
CHIENEE 52 rongenecizoan, [S3555[ 108 | 20 | 8
Daily | Daily Z 53 e i L %;E .‘,g iy | Saly
AM. A M. AM. P. M.
AUGUSTA
7600 00 | 2| 378 HAnﬁfsj(:uva Rvws |15 2 20
625 #25 [15[15.05 Y GROVETOwN [P 181|+1103 155
640 #840 |25 | 24.55 "“.‘:"z'b%" r1048 140
646 847 | 29 | 28.81 DEA.I‘I‘I_’NG P 132| 1042 130
715 ¥859 | 37 | 37.34T1 Tunelgon P 122}r1030 118
745108 F92010s| 47 | 46.85TY CAMAK RC|P67&176 s110110§ L 100
Am. £925 | 51 | 50.55 ngﬁé’an 0 21 915 PoM.
¥935 | 58 | 57.95| BAR.D'I‘E’TT P 60} 905
#945 | 64 | 64.43) mm;a:gvm.: P 131 855
#1000 | 76 | 76.10T '"'"’fj,’.?é’" RC|P  125/r 840
#1010 | 83 | 83.197 anzsusnuno P 66| 828
#1025 | 96 | 95.66 IUI:I;HEAD P 190|r 805
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F1048 (112 |112.21 nuninaz P 34r 740
#1058 |119 (119.38T soc% g'lncl.z RCP 133 730
F1113 |130 |129.96/7 COVII:‘G‘TOH P 8 710
P-M. 1£1128 {140 |140.40 CONYERS P 70|F 655 | & m.
1780 | (145 [146 83T UyHoNiA  RP 170]r 645 |r 830icf
1255 |+1151 [155 [155.33 STONE r;g'humu P 55 630 | 7%
105 | 1201 |163 (162.46 scuTTSDALE P 72| 620 | 740
110 |{r1205 [165 |164.76|T Dugli_crﬁl;ll‘lgm (0] 18l 615 | 735
A 130 [s1215 [169 [168.97|TY nmm YARD R Bvard L 600 [v 715
.M. |P.M 171 [170.87, i Wﬁ!‘;ﬁ‘l‘:"""‘“‘ AM| AM
5' 25 103 Time of westward trains at Harrisonville applies ll 106 2‘ 50
Dally Daily r’l(m:l‘ psnﬂxiruh"ml!d l;t'oliwavd k’ll‘l‘ll“:: south nlss Daily Daily
il L R o A e e
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!VESTV!ARD EASTWARD WESTWARD EASTWARD
e BETWEEN BARNETT AND WASHINGTON . ikl e BETWEEN CAMAK AND MACON 5 SEDOND=
= TINE TABLE €§E 2 3 TIME TABLE %EE %
e PSR |y et [ e, |
£3 .. aily Sfa . i
m'?:.%"“ i STATIONS 52:8 mlﬂ’ ™| Mixed s STATIONS 8388 Miad
"33 L BARNETT A fols | "% LTY  CAMAK RC A v 1046
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ATHENS — SUBDIVISION FA30 (M 712384 T SPARTA 0 55| F 95
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1‘2:’3‘0 LTY UN|0|‘|120|NT RC Al Yard 1201 ikl M 2l 10.25 :E :g i
Fl241 |A 81 |4.72 W007|-)1V2ILI.E 0 25|sl1118 | ¢ 522 | M 106 [58.25 HADDOCK 0 25| r832
- 10.35
100 |A 89 (12.48 'M'XIEVS 0 25)r1059 | #545 | M 116 [68.60 PDE}ELL 0 72|r810
110 |A 92 [15.58 SYE_P:!’ENS 0 21(*¢l050 |r555 |M 121/73.93 MOGUL 0 22«80
? 404
P22 605 | M 125 (78.00 MACON
8130 |A 98 22.07 CRAWFORD 0 31| s1036 L
426 630 AT BROSNAN YARD L 745
F141 | A 103 [26.35 ARNOLDSVILLE  [onr wen o /1026 | P.b. ey
F200 | A 108 |32.07 WINTERVILLE 0 15| ¢1015 31 Nos. 30 and 31 will not protect against 30
7.35 Dally lnllnwin( extra trains betwsen Mil-
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A M P. M.
_ M| o 71is suthorizsdto Isate Union Pant without Clearance | 0 TONNAGE RATING
Ditaiy™| ™ i s B i Pt nd i i | =
i Oissel -
MONROE — SUBDIVISION rrom " e | gEE | Sa
WESTWARD EASTWARD Diesel 1842
b BETWEEN SOCIAL CIRCLE AND MONROE s b st o o o L
e TIME TABLE 23y Augusta Camak 1700 2000 3000
81 Distance s8a 82  [camak Union Point 3000 3500 3700
from Taklnx Eﬂecl 12:01 A. M., 5. £} nion Point Lithonia 2100 2450 2900
Daily Station No. g‘l’:l‘: PRIL 10, 1977 L:ES . a:g;yn thonia Atlanta 3000 3500 3700
g STATIONS 8258 sm-y pracon Sparta 1600 1900 2400
Lw nr'."Ttka Hill Sintataanil o 2 i
s Lt soomgemoe no wo | fiff [l RGN moom | B
E]'IAS r 129 |10.13 |A MONROE L 395.5 Al?szg Subdiision s 2600 3050 3200
Washington Braneh 1300 2100 2400
81 No. 81 Is authorlzed to leave Soclal Circle and No. 82 Is 82
Tl | et et Muos s Sleanie Fam N Daily [When locomotive consist Is made up of units of various types, the unit resching its maximum continu-
Except Dtwen Sactal Oircle tad Merreny Except  fous and short-time rating first will govern for tha entire consist. In normal operation, his will probably
Sunday Sunday _loceur first on GP-40 class locomotive.
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M. K. & O. LINES

Tables 771-774

TULSA—STILLWATER—GUTHRIE—BRISTOW—OKLAHOMA CITY—WICHITA FALLS—LUBBOCK—EL PASO

READ DOWN

771

“St. Louis, Mo.
Tulsa, Okla.. .
N Operated By

Kind of Service —

Run Numbers—m 8 ———> |
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“Drumright.
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Amarillo, Tex,
Albugucrgue, N3
Los Angeles, Cal.

335430 600 65
400 625
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B L

545 ¥
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|
|
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e
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05111 00

HOMA CITY—BRISTOW—GUTHRIE—STILLWATER—TULSA

READ DOWN

771

Los Angelcs, Cal. 11 00| 305
Albuguerque, N. 30012 01 325
Amarillo, Tex. 430 74011 00
Okluhoma Ci 1030 1 25| 4 50
Dallas, Tex. 11 50
Oklahoma Cit 435

 Kind of Service |
Run Numbers———o—> |
“Oklahoma City, Okl --Lv (11 40| 2 30| 5 15|
*Edmond..
Chandler.
Bristow
AGuthrie. 110 455
1‘25 | 5f1ﬂ
A4 14| ¥ 530 LI
200 5 d5)
115 500
145 5 30
*Cushing. 205 600
ADrumrigh 220 6 15
“Sapulpa.. 00 255 6 50
“Tulsa, Okia 295/ 320/ 240 7.10| 9 1010 25{11 25
Tulsa, Okla. 2 50| 3 25| 3 25| 10 5510 55/10 55/12 01
St. Louis, M 1 10'12 4012 40 8 151 8 151 8 16/ 8 30 -
OKLAHOMA CITY—GUTHRIE—STILLWATER
TULSA—SAPULPA—DRUMRIGHT—CUSHING—STILLWATER READ UP

READ DOWN T
— L= O 773 oo
 |us 23-4| €————Run_ Numbers——> | 20-5 | 2%-3
_ 33|11 %5 L Tulsa, OKI

210 *Sapulpa.

en s o
P
S S!

=i

s

&

5 1 251 i
5 45/ 2 00/ ar*Stillwater, OK

READ UP

" READ DOWN__ 774

4 |€———Run Numbers——> | § 3

4 00/12 15| Lv* Oklahoma City, Okla..
42512 40 *Edmond.

455 110 *Guthrie

510 125 *Langston

T | f | Coyle..

530 145 & Perkins

5 45| 2 00/ Ar*Stiliwater, Ok

A-T—Thru Coach Abilene-Tulsa.
T-E—Thru Coach Tulsa-Oklahoma City-El Paso.

T-WF—Thru Coach Tulsa-Wichita Falls.
D—Stops to discharge passengers.

All schedules operate daily unless otherwise noted.
Times shown in ITALICS indicate service via connecting schedules.
AM—Light Face.

PM—Bold Face.
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BUSLINES, INC.

Effective April 7, 1991

Detroit — Memphis
via Indianapolis
(Table 1300)

Baltimore — Columbus
via Clarksburg
(Table 1308)

Columbus — Chicago
via Fort Wayne
(Table 1310)

South Bend — Fort Wayne
(Table 1312)

Elkhart — South Bend
(Table 1314)

Elkhart — Indianapolis
via South Bend
(Table 1315)
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i BUSLINES, INC.
SystemMap
BUS STATION LOCATIONS
INDIANA Goshen, IN Muncie, IN Westfield, IN MICHIGAN Lima, OH
Goshen Speedwash Bus Station American Buslines Station Greyhound Terminal

Anderson, IN
Anderson Bus Station
115 W. 14th Street

(317) 643-6601

Bedford, IN
Bill Brown Insurance
1121 15th Street
(812) 275-2456
Bloomington, IN
Union Bus Station
535 N. Walnut Street
(812) 332-1522

Bourbon, IN
Indiana Express Truck
Stop
Route 30 & Beech Road
(219) 858-2503

Columbia City, IN
Geiger Service
201 E. Van Buren

(219) 244-6911

Elkhart, IN
Elkhart Bus Center
26084 Co. Rd. 6 E.
(219) 262-4406

Evansville, IN
Greyhound Terminal
100 N.W. 3rd Street

(812) 425-8274

Fort Wayne, IN
American Buslines
Term.

929 S. Lafayette St.
(219) 423-9525

Gary, IN
Greyhound Agency
100 West Fourth Ave.
(219) 886-3041

118 E. Clinton Street
(219) 533-9415
Hammond, IN
Greyhound Agency
4033 Calumet Avenue
(219) 933-6700
Huntington, IN
711 Travel Center
711 Warren Street
(219) 356-5100
Indianapolis, IN
Greyhound Bus Station
127 N. Capitol Avenue
(317) 267-3050
Kendallville, IN
Bakers Farm Market
U.S. 6 West
(219) 347-0160
Kokomo, IN

American Buslines Term.

502 N. Main Street
(317) 452-0028
Ligonier, IN
Ligonier Hardware
300 S. Cavin Street
(219) 894-3559
Logansport, IN
Iron Horse Museum
4th & Melbourne
(219) 753-3029
Marion, IN
Courtesy Economy Inn
1370 N. Baldwin Avenue
(317) 664-3935
Martinsville, IN
Thrift Bread Store
709 Morton Ave.
(317) 342-4276

316 W. Howard St.
(317) 288-4495

Peru, IN
Speed Queen Clnrs.
927 W. Main Street
(317) 472-1105

Plymouth, IN
Plaza Fabric Care Center
416 N. Kingston
(219) 936-2585
Princeton, IN
Princeton Cab
125 S. Main Street
(812) 385-4459

Rochester, IN
Lucky-U
204 West 18th Street
(219) 223-8451
South Bend, IN
Union Bus Terminal
Michiana Airport
(219) 287-6541
Valparaiso, IN
Lincolnway Fabric Care
1608 E. Lincolnway
(219) 462-8744
Vincennes, IN
The Feed Bag
1201 N. 2nd Street
(812) 882-3426
Warsaw, IN
Red House Books
115 S. Detroit
(219) 269-1361
Washington, IN
McDonalds Restaurant
U.S. Highway 50 East
(812) 254-1212

144 S. Union Street
(317) 867-2222

ILLINOIS

Chicago, IL
Bulkowski Travel Inc.
14 West 95th Street

(312) 928-8606

Chicago, IL
Greyhound Terminal
630 W. Harrison

(312) 408-5856

KENTUCKY

Henderson, KY
Greyhound Terminal
100 Second Street

(502) 826-4317

Marion, KY
Pizza Magic
200 Sturgis Road

(502) 965-2241

Morganfield, KY
Transcor, Inc.

Job Corp. Center
Highway U.S. 60
(502) 389-3631

Paducah, KY
Greyhound Terminal
301 N. 4th

(502) 442-2706

Detroit, MI
Greyhound Terminal
1000 W. Lafayette Blvd.
(313) 961-8562
Lincoln Park, Mi
Greyhound Agency
1126 Fort Street
(313) 382-9694

OHIO

Athens, OH
American Buslines Terrn.
24 East State Street
(614) 593-7577
Bowling Green, OH
Bowling Green Bus Station
500 Lehman
(419) 353-5982
Columbus, OH
Greyhound Terminal
111 E. Town Street
(614) 221-5131
Defiance, OH
City Taxi
611 W. 2nd Street
(419) 784-5015
Delaware, OH
Brad's Bookstore
46 E. Winter
(614) 362-7821
Kenton, OH
Sharon's Flower Shop
1117 E. Franklin Steet
(419) 673-4196
Lancaster, OH
Dades Shoe Repair
1155 Plaza Shopping Ctr.
(614) 654-0832

401 E. Market Street
(419) 224-7781
Logan, OH
Book Store of Logan
119 W. Main Street
(614) 385-4260
Marion, OH
Harding Motor Lodge
1065 Delaware Avenue
(614) 383-6777
Napoleon, OH
Beloved Bridal Shop
615 N. Perry
(419) 599-5948
Toledo, OH
Greyhound Terminal
811 Jefferson
(419) 2481477
Van Wert, OH
Brookside Convenience
Store
1301 W. Ridge Road
(419) 238-2880

WEST
VIRGINIA

Clarksburg, WV
Greyhound Terminal
210 - 14 N. 4th Street

(304) 624-6381

Parkersburg, WV
Greyhound Terminal
531 5th Street

(304) 485-4531
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Your Service Information
Folder

New Zealand Railways welcome
you aboard the Silver Fern with the
wish of a pleasant journey, and hope
you will read this pamphlet to
acquaint yourself with the services
provided.

The Silver Fern is named both
for its shining stainless steel exterior
and for the attractive scenery and
native bush it passes en route. Each
Silver Fern Railcar i1s equipped with
special smooth-riding bogies, air
conditioning, sound insulation and
a public address system.

Your Seat

You may recline your seat by
lifting the small lever set in front of
the armrest and leaning back until
you reach the position that suits you.
To regain the upright position,
simply lift the lever and draw the
back of the seat towards you. If you
wish, the hostess or guard will be
pleased to make the adjustment for
you. ‘

You will find a handy tray for
morning and afternoon tea in the
pocket attached to the seat in front
of you.

Your Luggage

Your free checked luggage has
been placed in the luggage
compartment near the end of the
car. It will be handed to you at the
compartment door when you leave
the railcar, or you may collectitfrom
the station later.

For small suitcases, parcels and
odds and ends there is arack above
your seat. '

Silver Fern
Staff and Service

Your Silver Fern railcar is
staffed by two smartly uniformed
hostesses and a guard. They are well
trained and will do their bestto make
your journey enjoyable, ensuring
you are comfortable and answering
your queries about the service or
points of interest along the way.

Hostesses will distribute
complimentary morning and
evening papers and serve snacks
consisting of tea, coffee or fruit juice
with biscuits or sandwiches at
appropriate intervals. These
refreshments are free.

Liquor Service

Hostess will serve drinks at your

seat. There is a liquor list in the

holder of the seat in front of you.
Soft drinks are also on sale.

You are welcome to keep the
disposable glasses and miniature
bottles as souvenirs of your Silver
Fern trip.

Lunch

During the morning vyour
hostess will accept your order and
collect payment for lunch at Taihape
where the Silver Fernwill stop for 30
minutes. Light refreshments and
snacks are also available.’

Magazines and
Route Map

In the holder in tront of you
there is a decorative folder showing
a map of the Silver Fern’s route and
highlighting points of interest along
the way. Should you desire
additional reading material during
the journey, you hostess wili be
delighted to assist you.

Rental Car and
Taxi Service

If you neea a rental car or taxi
when you leave the railcar, tell the
guard. He will arrange the booking
but please, Railways aren’t
responsible for vehicles that don't
arrive.

Commentaries

Periodically during the
journey, your guard or hostess
will describe points of interest
over the public address system.
We hope vyou will find these
commentaries informative and
helpful. ‘

[ ] [ ]

On-Train Shopping

Cigarettes and confectionery
are available from your hostess.
She will supply a free souvenir of
matches with your purchase.
Packs of souvenir playing cards
and postcards are also on sal
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AIRLINES AND SHIPPING
  
Airline Tickets Misc 

Pan Am and TAA boarding passes and BPA timetable (cover) 

Airline Items Misc 

Ansett Airlines Melbourne to Brisbane Timetable 

Ferry Tickets Misc

 HYPERLINK "file:///C:\\Documents%20and%20Settings\\Terry\\Desktop\\Railways%20in%20my%20blood\\Data\\Images\\ferrytick\\ferry%20tickets.jpg" 
 

Chandris Lines Shipping Tickets
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COACH, BUS AND TRAMWAY transport
  
Tram Tickets Misc 

Ansett-Pioneer and Greyhound Ticket Covers 

Deluxe Coachlines and Greyhound Tickets 

Bus Australia and Continental Timetable Leaflets (cover) 

Ansett-Pioneer and Western Pacific Timetable Leaflets (cover) 

SA Coach Timetables (cover) 

Batterhams and VIP Coach Timetable Leaflets (cover) 

Intertour and Border Coaches and Intertour Tickets (cover) 

Misc Coach Tickets and Baggage Checks 

Coach Tickets Misc
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OVERSEAS transport
  
Mexican Railway Tickets 

British and Irish Transport Tickets 

Phillipine Railway Pass 

Phillipines Transport Tickets 
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